ALCOA 1stNEWS
August 1 ~ 31, 2020
First UMC Alcoa Vision
Inspired by God’s unconditional love, we unite in worship, grow in discipleship, and serve in love.

Praying for a Coronavirus Vaccination
We are surrounded with many uncertainties
in our world. The fear of Covid-19 has caused
much chaos and many are rightly concerned.
If you are like me, you simply wish for everything to go back to normal. I am asking you
all to join me in daily prayers for a vaccination. From all I read, hear, and comprehend,
the normal we all wish for probably will not
come until there is a proven vaccination.
I am reminded that modern medicine is a
gift to us from God. God is the ultimate healer, and I believe God could speak and Covid-19 would go away, and yes, I also believe
that God could lead our scientists to find an
effective vaccine. I pray for God to heal, for
God to keep us safe, and yes, for God to send
a vaccine.
We all long for corporate worship, singing
praises to God, Sunday School, Bible Studies, Choir, Youth and Children’s ministries,
fellowship meals, and many other church
family events. The day when all these things
return will come, I trust in God they will
return. Until such time, let us pray without
ceasing, let us trust in God’s timing and let
us learn to be content with what we can do
until such time as things return to normal.
I am not saying this because I am in need,
for I have learned to be content whatever
the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be
in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content
in any and every situation, whether well
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or
in want.13 I can do all this through him who
gives me strength. Philippians 4:11-13 NIV
11

Peace and joy, Pastor Todd

MESSING WITH YOUR THOUGHTS
A word from Pastor Joe...
Years ago I began collecting memorable
thoughts and quotes. I cut them out of magazines, or I jot them in the margins of my
Bibles. I’m forever using them in a sermon
or a discussion or just reminding myself that
I may have hit upon a great way to make life
a little better for me and for those I love. I
want to list a few, and if I fail to give credit
where it’s due, please forgive me.
1. What we have at the center of our attention is what has us. King David is both a
positive and negative example of this principle. Whatever he gave his attention to would
either ‘make him’ or break him.’
2. God loves us enough to accept us as we
are, but He loves us too much to leave us
that way. Could anything be better? (Philippians 1:6)
3. Nothing is so relevant as the eternal. A
Jewish man named Asaph learned this thousands of years ago while struggling with
feelings of envy, disappointment, and doubt.
(Psalm 73)
4. We see things not only as they are, but as
we are. (Titus 1:15)
5. To change, we must want something else
more than what we now have. Maybe this is
why the Scriptures say we will find the Lord
(and the heart-changing help of His Spirit)
only when we look for Him with all our
heart. (Jeremiah 29:13)
Perhaps we will share more later. Thanks
for letting me come home...
					Joe

Centennial Moment

Our first pastor, Rev. Sidney Stringham, was not a Methodist minister, and his deacons’ orders were recognized as coming from the Church
of Christ. He was received by the Conference and was considered a “probationer,” on trial and “placed in studies of the seconed year.”

Attendance
JULY 5
8:30 AM Traditional Worship - 27
11:00 AM Contemporary Worship - 31
Sunday @6:00 Evening Worship - 11
TOTAL - 69
FB LIVE - 2,642
JULY 12
8:30 AM Traditional Worship - 37
11:00 AM Contemporary Worship - 39
Sunday @6:00 Evening Worship - 11
TOTAL - 87
FB LIVE - 2,822
JULY 19
FB LIVE - 2,096
JULY 26
FB LIVE - 1,471
AUGUST 2 - 1,547

Church Staff

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
To Joe Van Cleave, in the passing of his aunt, Betty Gray on June 30.
To John & Glenda Witt in the passing of John’s mother on July 12.
To the family of Frances Helmboldt (Kirk Helmbolt’s mother), who
recently passed away.
To the Hutchens and Ousley families in the passing of Edna Hutchens
on July 20.
MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS
AFUMC Building Fund
In memory of Kirk Helmboldt, Alice Haynes and Joel Goldberger,
by Clint & Darlene Abbott.
In memory of Edna Ousley Hutchens, by Rosemary Patton.
In memory of Alice Haynes, by Glenn & Marilyn Williams.

REV. J. TODD CHANCEY Pastor
423-290-3999

FOR UPDATES ON
MINISTRY NEWS
PLEASE VISIT...

REV. JOE GREEN
Pastor Emeritus
JOHNNY WALKER
Church Business Administrator
and Director of Visitation
865-582-6941

Our Webpage:
alcoafumc.com

GENIA HEWITT REEL
Administrative Assistant/Secretary

Our Facebook Page:

BETH GREEN
Director of Music Ministries
and Worship Coordinator

https: //www.facebook.com/alcoafumc/

BROOKE STRAYN
Director of Children’s Ministries
and Special Events

“Happy Birthday”

MATTHEW GIBBS
Director of Youth Ministries
CARLA TAYLOR Accompanist
JOHN TATE Church Accountant
PAUL WALKER
Custodian
BROOKE GUNNING
Media Technologies
LIZ CHANCEY & DEBBIE WEST
Media Technologies Support
LINDA JACKSON Nursery Supervisor

First United Methodist Church Alcoa
617 Gilbert St. ~ Alcoa, TN 37701
865-982-5551
Office Email: greel@alcoafumc.com
Staff Emails: firstinitiallastname@alcoafumc.com

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Friday
8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Aug. 2:
Aug. 3:
Aug. 4:
Aug. 7:
Aug. 8:
Aug, 11
Aug. 12:
Aug. 13:
Aug. 14:
Aug. 15:
Aug. 16:
Aug. 17:
Aug. 19:
Aug. 21:
Aug. 22:
Aug. 23:
Aug. 24:
Aug. 25:
Aug. 27:
Aug. 28:
Aug. 29:

Cindy Davis
Molly Davis
Nicholas Heinemann
Jim Norton, Bill Teffeteller
Wes Maples
Chad Kinkead
Connor McGinley, Devon McGinley,
Kali Gerhardt
Lauren Garris
Allie Boyd, Carol Henry
Judy Humphrey, Gerald Weller
Betty Lee
Ivan Cheroni
Eric Dickenson, Lisa Ridenour
Sonja Delaney
Ty Boyd
Mary Gross
Darlene Abbott, Annie Maples, Carole Sennett
Sam Coulter, Lexi Mizysak
Norma Jones
Davy Hill, Niki Pitts

Musical Notes for August, 2020
Last month, Pastor Joe and I did a ZOOM interview with a minister in Holston who recorded it to use in a
sermon series that was concluding with a message on worship. The minister asked us to share our
experiences with leading worship, experiencing worship, and explaining worship. Joe shared some really
rich things that I won’t give away here, because he might be preaching on it before long. You never
know! J
Some points I shared were about leading a congregation in worship music:
Colossians 3:15-17 (NLT) 15 ”Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one
body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you
do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.”
Ideally, when planning a musical portion of corporate worship, I feel we need to start with
horizontal worship. What is that? It’s singing to one another about our great Savior, our
almighty God, and tell one another how awesome He is and what He’s done for us. Then that
worship needs to start going vertical…where we direct our hearts, voices, and words toward the
only One who is worthy of our praise. We tell Him of our love for Him, we thank Him for what
He’s done for us…and then we go truly vertical when we leave ourselves completely out of the
songs/lyrics and only sing to Him. He is an awesome God! He wants us to proclaim that
awesomeness with our voices lifted to Him in praise!
A worship leader cannot take a congregation into the presence of God if they’re not first willing
to go there themselves.
Louie Giglio (pastor of Passion City Church in Atlanta) said: “Worry and worship cannot exist in
the same space. One always displaces the other. Choose worship.”
When looking at what it means to worship God, it isn’t the elements of worship that are so
awesome and powerful. It’s really about the object of our worship Who is awesome! (I learned
that from Louie Giglio at Billy Graham’s Conference Center, The Cove, in Asheville, NC.)
As worship leaders in our 8:30 and 11:00 services, Lynsey Wolfe and I take our positions seriously in
choosing music for worship. We pray. We don’t just go browsing through the music lists and indexes
we have. We ask for God’s direction so that we can lead you into true worship.
You don’t have to be a great singer to sing in worship! You just have to have a heart of worship! I hope
when we are able to come together again and sing out loud to our Father in a corporate worship service,
we’ll be conscious of why we’re singing and to Whom we’re singing. He is the only One who is worthy of
our praise!
Blessings to each of you as we navigate these days ahead of us.
You are loved!
Beth

Mission Continues – Even When Church is Closed
The church continues to reach out in the Springbrook community even though our inperson worship has been suspended. In memory of Mr. Dennis Pershing, and the
generosity of the Mr. P. Fund, church volunteers and staff have been able to reach out to
all four Alcoa City Schools. On Friday, July 17, 2020 breakfast was provided to the
teachers and staff at Alcoa Elementary and Alcoa Middle School. On Monday, July 20th
and Tuesday, July 21st the mission will continue as breakfast will be provided to Alcoa
Intermediate and Alcoa High School teachers and staff members. On Thursday, July
23rd, lunch was provided for the staff in Alcoa School’s Central Office.
Ed Pershing (Dennis Pershing’s brother) said this is the kind of project the Mr. P. Fund
was established for. Dennis worked in the Alcoa School System for many years. In the
midst of a pandemic when there is uncertainty all around, it is surely a daunting task for
our local schools to prepare to open for another school year.
Alcoa First United Methodist Church’s mission continues. Providing food and praying
for the teachers and staff of all four Alcoa City Schools and the Central Office lets our
neighbors know we are here to help. We are letting them know how deeply we care
about those who work in the Alcoa school system and the children in our community, as
we model the love of Christ.
Special thanks to all those who helped make this mission possible. We are thankful to
the Mr. P. Fund and the Pershing family and friends for partnering with Alcoa First
United Methodist Church as we continue to provide love and support to the Alcoa City
School System. Blessings to you all. Pastor Todd

THANK YOU
Alcoa 1st UMC & Petro’s
On behalf of our Mission Committee, Allen Garrett would like to share that
receipts totaling $456.87 came from 32 folks who went out for this event.

.

Our church will receive a check from Petro’s for
$137.06 raised for General Missions!!!

Youth and Adult Confirmation Classes for 2020 Save the Dates
Matt Gibbs, Brooke Strayn, Liz Chancey and Pastor Todd Chancey will be leading the up-coming
2020 Confirmation Classes. There will be two offerings starting in August, ending in November.
The classes will meet as follows:
Sundays – 4:30 – 7:00 p.m. (Student Confirmation Class)
Led by Matt, Brooke, Liz and Pastor Todd
Youth - Rising 6th graders and up) Youth Room and Fellowship Hall.
Dates: August 30, September 13, 20, 27, October 4, 11, 18, 25 and November 1 and 8.
Youth Confirmation Retreat: Friday, November 13 – Sunday, November 15 – off campus.
Wednesdays – (Adult Confirmation Class) 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Pastor Todd & Liz, Leaders.
Dates: September 2, 16, 23, 30, October 7, 14, 21, 28, and November 4 and 11.
For more information, please contact Matt, Brooke, Liz or Pastor Todd.

SNACK DONATIONS FOR
ALCOA POLICE DEPARTMENT

THANK YOU...

Dear AFUMC Church Family,

Thank you all so much for awarding
me with such a generous scholarship.
I cannot express enough gratitude and
appreciation for all you guys have
done throughout my many years at
Alcoa First. This award will help
me tremendously during my college
journey and again, I thank you.
God bless & lots of love,
Sara Grace Travis

Alcoa 1st UMC is collecting individually wrapped
snacks for the Alcoa Police Department.
Your donations may be dropped off at the church
during regular business hours...

Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 4:30
Friday - 8:30 - 12:00
WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Dear Rev. Chancey & Alcoa FUMC
Family,
Thank you so very much for the show
of support and prayers for the Alcoa
Police Department’s men and women.
We are very appreciative and honored
to serve you.
Thank you,
Chief David Carswell

