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Dear Alcoa First, 

 
Hope you are well and enjoying the beginning of Spring! Surely it has brought
with it some warmer weather and a few fun outdoor activities. It is an odd
feeling here for me as it gets a bit colder and autumn begins to approach.
Funny enough this July will be my first "winter birthday" - so still lots of fun
to come! 

I am doing better. Life can still feel chaotic but several people have gotten in
my corner and are trying to help me live with right expectations and right
goals in light of my current season. My visa extension has been decided,
though I do not know the verdict, but I will find out early April (I think!). My
job is going well - we have definitely fought to slow down the pace so it feels
more manageable for me. My life outside work is probably been the easiest - I
love CrossFit and the friends I am making there and have gotten a chance to
meet more Christian friends through a community group I have been
attending at our local church! 

Walking with Jesus in the midst of transition is challenging but yet so sweet.
Our church has been walking through the book of Hebrews - discovering how
Jesus is better than all things. What a gift it is to know this same Christ, who
is better than all things, sees, cares, and understands fully how hard things
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can feel. While at the same time, he is acting and interceding on my behalf.
This truth that has given me great comfort in the past few weeks and I hope
it is also encouraging to you as well. 
 

Like I mentioned above, one of
the sweetest things about my
time in South Africa has been
friendships. These two friends
and a handful of others have
welcomed, accepted, and taken
the initiative to get to know and
love me. We recently went on a
weekend retreat to a small town
in a nearby province - it was such
a blessing to already be growing
my friendships with these women
and seeing more of the country! 

A (Beautiful) New "Normal"

Our ministry has officially launched for the 2021 school year. Though it
doesn't look anything like what it did in the past, we are grateful and excited
to explore the new adventure before us. Some of the students are able to be
in person and some of our ministry will be virtual. Some of the time we are
able to gather as a team and some of the time regulations require we remain
virtual. In some ways, the unknown is hard. In some ways, the unknown is
beautiful because it keeps us dependent on the good Shepherd who leads and
tends to his flock with perfect wisdom and perfect care. 



Some highlights from the past month- 

The staff on our team who had contracted the covid virus have safely
recovered and are once again feeling healthy!  
We had our first "interim" Campus Outreach South Africa board meeting.
We are officially an NPC (non profit company) and are currently
solidifying the church partnership agreements with 3 different local
churches that will make the board "official". 
We have began meeting and reconnecting with students and getting
opportunities to share our faith with new friends - praise the Lord! 

Prayer Requests - Join me in Prayer! 

God has continued to be incredibly gracious to me in this transition. Even
amid many unknowns, it has been a great joy to take refuge in the shadow of
His wings. Below is a summary of a few specific ways you can continue
praying. 

1. Perseverance and Endurance: Transition is still hard. I am continuing to
fight to to operate in light of my capacity and not live outside of the limits
God has given me in this season. Please pray that I'd show myself much grace
and really believe the identity I have in Christ. 



and really believe the identity I have in Christ. 

2. My Physical Health: I recently met with a functional medicine doctor. We
decided to begin a process of seeking to heal my body in a more natural way -
less medication and more natural remedies. I have already seen bits of
improvement in how I feel day to day. Please pray that my body would
continue responding to this type of treatment and that it would give me back
life and energy.  

3. New Structures: Please pray God would continue going before us as we lay
a new structure for our ministry in the 2021 year. Pray for myself and the
team laying the foundation - for wisdom, discernment, dependence on Christ,
and healthy communication and unity as we navigate new waters together. 

4. Ministry Launch: As we begin meeting with students, virtually and on
campus, please pray that the Lord would go before us, that students would
available and eager to learn more about the Gospel, and that many South
African students would come to faith in Christ this year! 

As always, thank you for your encouragement and support. What a privilege it
is to have such a great team to labor alongside. I am so grateful to share this

news with each of you! Through your generosity and prayers, the faith of
young men and women is making an impact for eternity! 

Laboring alongside you, 
Allison
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