
FIRST THINGS FROM
FIRST UMC, ALCOA

2nd Week of April, 2021

A Few Noteworthy Things to Know…

First of all I want to thank everyone who helped make the Holy Week services so meaningful. 
God was gracious to us all and we were so blessed. So many people helped and it is amazing 
what God can do when His children come together and use their talents to worship our risen 
Lord and Savior. Thanks be to God!

On Easter Morning, we welcomed our newest staff member, Mr. Kenny Tucker and his family. 
Kenny will be serving as our Youth Minister and also doing some custodial work over the 
summer months. Pray for Kenny and his family as they settle into our church family. On 
Sunday, April 11th there will be a meet-and-greet time after each worship service 
(8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.) in the Green Room. If you would like to welcome the 
Tucker Family (Kenny, Aimee, MacKenzee, Gabe, Abby) there will be a basket where you can 
leave them a welcome note. Also, if you would like (since we can’t have meals right now at the 
church) you can include a gift card to a local restaurant for them to enjoy. 
WE WELCOME THE TUCKER FAMILY!

Annually, the local newspaper The Daily Times holds a contest called Reader’s Choice. Local 
people can pick and vote for their favorite businesses, food services, and people. We are 
honored to announce that Alcoa First United Methodist Church was one of the top five 
nominees for Church of the year. AFUMC won this award for 2020. It was also announced that 
Pastor Todd Chancey was one of the top five nominees for Pastor of the Year. Todd came in
second in this category for 2020. You can VOTE daily through the month of April for your 
favorites at The Daily Times website www.thedailytimes.com.   

Confirmation Classes begin on Sunday, May 2, 2021. Attention parents and students: we will 
be offering a confirmation class for students rising into 6th grade in the fall. The classes begin 
on Sunday, May 2, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. and last until 5:30 p.m. Please contact Brooke Strayn to 
make sure your youth is registered. Confirmation Sunday will be August 8, 2021.

As of now, anyone in the state of Tennessee who is over the age of 16 can get a Covid-19 
vaccination. If you do not have internet access or are having trouble making an online 
appointment, the church staff is trained on how to set up appointments and they will be 
happy to help you. If you want help, call the church office or come by the office and we would 
love to assist you in getting your Covid-19 vaccine appointments. 

Cont. --->



The dates and times of the Holston Conference 2021 Annual Conference has been announced 
as follows:

 • Virtual Clergy Session -- Zoom Webinar -- June 7 at 2:00 pm
 • Virtual Annual Conference -- Zoom Webinar -- June 12 at 1:00 pm
 • Ordination Service -- First Broad Street UMC -- August 27 at 3:00 pm
 • Memorial Service -- First Broad Street UMC -- August 27 at 7:00 pm
 • In-Person Annual Conference -- Meadowview Conference & Resort Center -- 
                        August 28 from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Blessings to you all, peace and joy,

Pastor Todd

Upcoming Events for Kids and Youth:  

> Meet and Greet with Kenny Tucker, Sunday April 11 after all 3 services in the Green Room. 
Come meet our new Youth Minister.

> Movie Night for Youth Sunday April 11 @ 5:00. NOTICE, YOUTH IS BEGINNING SOONER!!  
This is an awesome time for our Youth to Meet Kenny Tucker and get to know our new Youth 
Minister.

> Sleeping with the Sharks parent meeting April 18 @ Noon in the Green room. Come hear all 
your children need for this awesome adventure.  We are at our max capacity with kids!

>  VBS Volunteer meeting Sunday April 25th at Noon, in the Green room. WE NEED 
VOLUNTEERS!  This year’s VBS is June 6-9. Youth will begin at noon each day for VBS. We 
have awesome plans for our kids. Come help be a part of it. Children (3yr-5th grade) will 
arrive at 5:30 pm. Come to the meeting to find out everything else.

> Confirmation begins next month on May 2nd- August 8th, 2021. Please talk to Todd, Kenny, 
or Brooke if you are interested in your child attending. This is for kids 6th grade and up.



So, it is that time of year again to announce our VBS theme and ideas for our kiddos this 
summer.  This summer’s VBS dates are  June 6-9 (5:30-8pm each night). I am seeking out 
volunteers and people who are willing and able to help. I want to reach out to those that have 
previously helped before opening to the congregation.  Here are the areas of help:  
 -Crafts, Music, Food, Bible Story, Hallway Monitors, Preshchool Class Teacher.

Covid-19 Protocols will be enforced at this event as of right now.  

I am inviting you to a VBS meeting on Sunday April 25th at 12:00 in the Green Room.  Due to 
rules and restrictions, I cannot serve food.  I will make this meeting as simple and to the point 
as I can.  You will also hear from our new Youth Minister, Kenny Tucker on the events that 
will unfold for our Middle/High students.  Our routine will be a bit different this year as we 
implement more of a mission based aspect for our older youth.  Here is an example of our
daily schedules:

From a Youth Perspective:
12:00pm- Youth, ages 6th-12th grade arrive at the church.
12:15-4:00pm- Youth will go out and do mission work in the surrounding community.
4:15- Youth will arrive back at AFUMC where they will eat a dinner provided by volunteers 
inside/outside.
5:00- Youth will begin preparing/arriving at their assigned position for the night of younger 
students (3 year-5th grade.)
5:30 -8:00- Youth will lead our younger generation in VBS activities.

From a Preeschool - Grade School Perspective:
5:30-Kids (3yr-5th) Kids report to gym/outside to eat.
6:00-6:25 Opening Assembly for all school age kids in sanctuary!
6:05-6:30- 3 year -Kindergarten Ages Music in Sanctuary/Activity ONE for school age.
6:35-7:00-Activity TWO.
7:05-7:30-Activity THREE.
7:35-8:00-Closing Assembly in Sanctuary.

SOMETHING NEW: On June 9 we will be having our regular evening VBS schedule up to 
7:00pm.  At this time we will begin our closing ceremonies in our sanctuary.  Upon completion 
of the ceremonies, we will be going to Springbrook Pool for the end of VBS pool party.  I am 
asking the UMM if they will help us serve pizza, chips, and drinks to ALL that attend.

I am going to ask “Chuck’s Concessions” to return, if he is able.  He is the man that serves the 
cotton candy and snow cones each year, and the kids adore him.

Please feel free to ask me any questions.  I have listed the food as (inside/outside) TBA.  If we 
are still on Covid-19 restrictions we will be serving food outside.  As always, we are super 
excited to get back to normal with a few precautions.  Thank you for your continued 
support and efforts to the kids at AFUMC.

Brooke Strayn
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries



Music Notes from Beth…
 

It looks as though our in-person worship is growing as we continue to social distance in the 
sanctuary for worship and throughout the Sunday school classes and Bible Studies.  Our 
Beverly Bells, Praise Brand, and Chancel Choir are working hard at being cautious, as much 
as possible.  I’ve been very excited to see our choir grow to ten voices again.  More singers are 
planning to come back in the weeks ahead to share in our worship music each Sunday.  Choir 
rehearsals are every Wednesday evening from 7:30 to 8:30 where we meet in the sanctuary.  
Well…every Wednesday but this week.  Our musicians are in for a nice break from rehearsals 
this Wednesday evening!!!

If you have any questions about becoming part of our music program, email me at 
bgreen@alcoafumc.com.

Toiletries needed weekly for LCAC:

Ultra 50 oz. dish detergent
32 oz  2-n-1 Shampoo & conditioner

Men’s 3-N-1 body wash, shampoo, conditioner
Men’s Speed Stick deodorant

Lady’s Secret Powder Fresh deodorant 1.72 oz.
Irish Spring Bar - 2 bar pack

Dial - 2 bar pack
Aim Whitening Mint Toothpaste
Colgate Triple Action Toothpaste



Guidelines for the Bill Baily Scholarship Fund:
First United Methodist Church Alcoa

1. The purpose of the College/Technical Scholarship Fund is to provide financial assistance for                                
              members of First United Methodist Church Alcoa attending an accredited
              college/university or vocational/technical school. These funds do not require demonstration of
              academic merit or financial need, but are intended simply to provide financial assistance to 
              those members who meet the requirements.

2. Applications must be submitted to the church office by May 1 of each year.

3. Awards will be determined by a Selection Committee composed of the Pastor, 
             Lay Leader, Chair of Church Council, Chair of the Executive Committee and two 
             members selected at-large by the Nominating Committee. Awards will be announced by                             
             June 15th of each year.
4. Awards may be paid either to the student or the college at the discretion of the student.

5. The amount of the award shall be determined by the Selection Committee based upon                                      
              funds available and the number of qualified applicants and may vary each year. 
              As a general guideline, it is the intent of this scholarship to award grant money in the year    
              which it becomes available.

6. Applicants may be asked to supply proof of enrollment before the funds are awarded or after  
             the semester begins.

7. Applicants may apply for funds each year they attend an accredited college/university or
             vocational/technical school. They must be prepared to demonstrate satisfactory progress as 
              requested by the Selection Committee. There shall be no specific requirements to demonstrate
              satisfactory progress, allowing the Selection Committee to deal with each applicant 
              individually.

It is with great sadness that we announce that
Lorene Williams – age 102 – passed away on 
Easter Sunday.  

Lorene’s funeral service is Thursday, April 8, 
2021 at the Chapel in Sherwood Memorial 
Gardens with Rev. Joe Green officiating.  
The service will begin at 2:00 pm with 
burial following at 3:00 pm. 
COVID-19 protocols will be followed and you 
are requested to wear a mask.  
The family is asking that memorial donations 
be made to Alcoa First UMC for the 
Roof & Room Repair Fund.

Peggy Abbott is currently in the medical 
facility at Morningview receiving treatment. 
When she is stronger, she will move to the 
Morningview Assisted Living Facility. 
Her daughter has given permission to make 
the church aware of this situation. She is 
requesting that cards be sent to Peggy at her 
home address. 
307 S. Coleman Dr. 
Maryville, TN 37803

When Peggy moves into Morningview 
permanently, her new address will be put in 
the newsletter. 

Prayers for Peggy!



April Birthdays

•April 2          Elsie Hill
•April 3          David Hitchcock, 
                          Sara Shelton
•April 5          Stan Barnett, 
                          Robert Gibbs
•April 6          Debbie Goldberger
•April 7          Becky Derrick
•April 8          Frances Presnell, 
                          Duana Shaver
•April 9          Shelby McNeal
•April 10        Brian Perkins
•April 11        Carol Balshuweit,
                          Everett Gunning
•April 12        Dontae Jones, 
                           Faye Sundahl
•April 18        Rob Daugherty, 
                          Ron Scott
•April 19        Brandi Kinkead, 
                          Tristan Piercy
                          Karen Whaley
•April 22       Braylon Hawkins, 
                          Larry McNamee
•April 24       Diane Hafner,
                          David Lawson,
                          Tabitha Travis
•April 25        Emily Cochran,
                          Kristen Bassarab (Lidvall)
•April 27        Lisa Goins
•April 29       Suzanne Werkema

Memoriums

• Given in memory of Carolyn Ellis   
           to the Media Fund by
           Francis & Mary Gross.

• Given in memory of 
          Sandy Reynolds to the
          Youth Ministry by 
          Mark & Cindy Brown.

• Given in memory of 
          Lorene Williams to the 
          Roof & Repair Fund by 
          Clint & Darlene Abbott.

Sticky Notes from the Office:

The  Lord will fight for you,
 and you have only to keep still.

Exodus 14:14 (NRSV)



Church Calendar

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7

6:30 pm Pastor Joe Green’s Bible Study
6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

6:30 pm Band Practice
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Practice

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
  

8:30 am Traditional Service
 9:30 am Sunday School

11:00 am Contemporary Service
4:30 PM David Lawson Bible Study

5:30 pm Kid’s Club
5:00 pm Youth Ministry- Movie Night!
6:00 pm Sunday @ Six Worship Service

MEET & GREET AFTER ALL
3 SERVICES WITH KENNY TUCKER 

IN THE GREEN ROOM!

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14

6:30 pm Pastor Joe Green’s Bible Study
6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

6:30 pm Band Practice
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Practice

Church Staff

REV. J. TODD CHANCEY
Pastor

423-290-3999

REV. JOE GREEN
Pastor Emeritus

JOHNNY WALKER
Church Business Administrator

& Director of Visitation
865-582-6941

LYNSEY WOLFE
Administrative Assistant/Secretary

lwolfe@alcoafumc.com

BETH GREEN
Director of Music Ministries

& Worship Coordinator

BROOKE STRAYN
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministries

& Special Events

KENNY TUCKER
Youth Minister

CARLA TAYLOR 
Accompanist

JOHN TATE 
Church Accountant

BROOKE GUNNING
Media Technologies

LIZ CHANCEY & DEBBIE WEST
Media Technologies Support

HOPE BLIZZARD
Interim Nursery Supervisor


