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1st Week of May, 2021

Holston Conference Task Force on Covid-19 Completes Work

On Friday, April 23, 2021 the Holston Conference Task Force on Covid-19 released a report stating 
that their work has been completed. You can read the entire report on the Conference website:
 www.holston.org. The report cites that due to the fact that case numbers and deaths from Covid-19 
are down in our area and vaccinations continue, moving forward, the Covid-19 protocols will be lifted 
with a few exceptions. The conference still requires face coverings for mass gatherings and stresses 
that everyone continue to social distance and wash your hand frequently. All local United Methodist 
Churches have been given authority to adjust their safety regulations based on the needs of the local 
congregation. 

In response to the report from the Holston Conference, the Covid-19 task force at Alcoa 1st United 
Methodist Church responded to the District Superintendent with our plan to move forward. These 
guidelines take effect on May 1, 2021. As stated in all our correspondences related to Covid-19 it is and 
has always been our desire to keep everyone safe. We grieve for the loss of those who have died from 
this pandemic and we also hurt for those who have suffered illness and we pray for God to keep us all 
safe from this terrible virus. Here is a copy of the 
correspondence that was sent.

Dear Rev. Gattis,

We are blessed to have been guided by the Conference Task Force on Covid-19, and we are glad that 
things are better and vaccinations continue. Alcoa First UMC will be continuing face coverings for 
mass gatherings and asking everyone who uses the facility to follow the CDC guidelines found at:
cdc.gov.
We will also continue to clean our facilities regularly including fogging after each worship service. We 
will continue to stress social distancing, frequent hand washing (sanitizer is available in multiple 
areas) andcontinue wearing face coverings in mass gatherings. 

What we plan to change:
 • We will continue online services for anyone who feels compromised and prefers online    
                           worship and we affirm their decision as it is our desire for no one to be harmed.                       
   • Temperature checks no longer needed.
 • Attendance sheets for tracking no longer needed.
 • Bibles and hymnals will be placed back in pews.
 • Collection plates may be passed and online giving will continue and be encouraged.
 • Small groups can make coffee and have snacks.
 • Meals can be shared if guidelines for safety are followed.
 • Holy Communion will continue with individual pre-packaged elements.
 • Baptisms and altar prayer will be available with social distancing stressed.
 • Weddings can resume provided the guidelines are followed.
 • Congregational singing WITH MASKS ON can be considered. Only choirs and musical 
                          performers can sing without a mask and then when safely distanced from the
                          congregation.



Anyone who has had a recent exposure to Covid-19 or is having any symptoms of Covid-19 should not 
attend events at the church or church gatherings. 

We will also be welcoming back outside groups, provided they too agree to follow these directives.

Thank you again for your leadership and let us know if you need any additional information.

Again, we pray God keeps us all safe and we are happy to begin the process of returning to worship, 
fellowship and celebrations fully as things continue to improve. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact Johnny Walker, Alcoa First United 
Methodist Church Covid-19 task force leader at 865-982-5551 or you are welcome to call me on my 
cell phone at 423-290-3999. 

Blessings and Joy,

 Pastor Todd

A Side Note from Pastor Todd:

A Good Name

Proverbs 22:1 A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than 
silver or gold. 

It is time again to find your Alcoa First United Methodist Church name tags and begin to wear 
them to church and church events. I want to know your name, I want to hear your story, and 
I want to get to know you again. In July of 2019 Liz and I were honored to be sent to such a 
wonderful ministry. We are so blessed. From July 2019 until March 2020, we were 
learning all about our church family and sharing life together. Then the shut-down happened 
and things changed all over our world. For many, many months we were closed to in-person 
worship. As we come out of this pandemic, we want to pick up where we left off and once again 
begin to share the joy of being part of the family of God and family of Alcoa 1st UMC. 

I want to call you by name, but to be honest, after a year of shutdowns and scattered 
engagements, I may have forgotten, I may even called you by the wrong name and if I have, 
please forgive me. One way we can all help each other be welcomed back, is to wear our Alcoa 
1st UMC name tags. If you need a new name tag, we will be happy to make you one. Please call 
Lynsey Wolfe in the church office at 865-982-5551 or email her at lwolfe@alcoafumc.com and 
she will be happy to help make sure you get a new name tag if you need one. 

Blessings and Joy, 

Pastor Todd



A HUGE thank you to all who attended the VBS volunteer meeting
this past Sunday.  VBS (June 6-9) is going to be great!  If you missed 
the meeting, but want to know what we went over, please ask 
Brooke Strayn for a packet.  There are still spots available for volunteers.  
Sign up sheets will be left in the gym this next week if you want to come by and sign up!  
Again thank you for all that attended.

Reminder, as announced in our VBS volunteer meeting, we will be holding decoration nights 
on May 17, May 19 and May 21.  Child care is available.  This is a great time to come help set 
up and decorate our church for VBS.

At VBS, our youth will be building bird houses, bat houses, and owl houses to sell for missions.  
WE NEED SOME SCRAP WOOD.  1x6-1x12 pieces of 1 foot and up for our mission. We will be 
collecting the wood up until May 30th, 2021.  We have a volunteer graciously cutting the 
pieces to size, so we need to deliver the wood to the man and get it back in time for VBS.

Confirmation begins THIS Sunday.  “Confirmation Mentors,” I am sending you an email 
about who your child is.  If you have not received it by Thursday, please email Brooke Strayn 
(bstrayn@alcoafumc.com).  Please be in prayer for these children for the next 12 weeks as 
they attend these classes and learn critical Christian information for their adolescent age.  
Confirmation begins at 4:00pm each Sunday. A light dinner will be provided.  Children are 
welcome to join youth and children activities afterwards from 5:30-7pm.

MUFFINS WITH MOM will be on Sunday, May 9th at 9:30 AM in the Green Room.  Please join 
your mother for a muffin and a drink that morning.  Make her feel special, because she is!  

Brooke and Ken

A Thank You 
from the Office:

Thank you so much to my precious 
church family for my beautiful

 succulent arrangement for 
Administrative Assistant’s Day last 

week! You spoil me and I’m so blessed to 
be part of this amazing team!

All my love,
Lynsey Wolfe

Sticky Notes 
from the Office:

 Because of Jesus, 
hope blooms 

even in impossible places,
believing in tomorrows full of

beauty and grace.



BAILEY COLLEGE/TECHNICAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND:
The requirements for receiving a grant from the Bill Bailey College/Technical Scholarship 
Fund of First United Methodist Church Alcoa are as follows:

You must have been an active member of First United Methodist Church Alcoa for at least six 
months prior to the application deadline.

You must be enrolled full-time in an accredited college/university or vocational/
technical school.

You must submit an application for funds to the church office by May 1 of each year you are 
requesting funds.

To be eligible for funds after a first year grant, you must demonstrate satisfactory progress as 
determined by the Selection Committee.

All of the above requirements may be amended or waived at the discretion of the 
Selection Committee to deal with what they consider to be extenuating circumstances.

If you need an appilcation, please email Lynsey Wolfe in the office - lwolfe@alcoafumc.com



Birthdays
 

 • 5/1         Doris Bailey, Tucker Trent
• 5/2        Emily Reynolds
• 5/3        Jill Hall, Jeri Hopkins,
                   Timothy Kinkead
• 5/6         Darunee Lawson
• 5/7         Mary Grace Beightol,
                   Peggy Chapman,
                   Debra Galbraith
• 5/8        Ruth Ann Kirk
• 5/9        Janine Juckett,
                   Robert Shipley,
                   Maxanna Young
• 5/11      Linda Hartley,
                   Don Heinemann
• 5/13      Wes Giles
• 5/15      Hank Snyder
• 5/16      Becky Lohr
• 5/17      Todd Chancey
• 5/18      Leah Barringer
• 5/19      Emma Trent
• 5/20      Clint Abbott
• 5/21      Desiree Jones
• 5/22      Margie Davis, 
                   Lillian Emmett,
                   Matthew Meadows,
                   Ramsey Walsh, 
                   Cinda Weller
• 5/28      Ian Dickinson,
                   Emily Duggan, 
                   Mary Duggan
• 5/29      Emmit Rawls
• 5/30      Eleanor Hill
• 5/31      Tony Graf
         

Church Calendar

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28

6:30 pm Pastor Joe Green’s Bible Study
6:30 pm Band Practice

7:30 pm Chancel Choir Practice

SUNDAY, MAY 2
  

8:30 am Traditional Service
 9:30 am Sunday School

11:00 am Contemporary Service
4:00 pm Confirmation (Youth Room)
4:30 pm David Lawson Bible Study

5:30 pm Kid’s Club
5:30 pm Youth Ministry

6:00 pm Sunday @ Six Worship Service

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5

6:30 pm Pastor Joe Green’s Bible Study
6:30 pm Band Practice

7:30 pm Chancel Choir Practice



Memoriums

•      Given in memory of 
         Lorene Williams to the 
         Roof & Repair Fund by 
         Gene & Charleen Reynolds.

•      Given in memory of Martha Cox 
         to the Music Fund by
         Brenda Hitchcock.

•      Given in memory of Norma Jones’ 
         sister, to Louisville Christian 
         Assistance Center by the 
         Nova Sunday School Class.
    

•      Given in memory of 
         Lorene Williams to the 
         Building Fund by the 
         Pathfinders Class.

•     Given in memory of 
        Lorene Williams to the 
        Building Fund by 
        Emmit & Betty Rawls.

Church Staff

REV. J. TODD CHANCEY
Pastor

423-290-3999

REV. JOE GREEN
Pastor Emeritus

JOHNNY WALKER
Church Business Administrator

& Director of Visitation
865-582-6941

LYNSEY WOLFE
Administrative Assistant

lwolfe@alcoafumc.com
Church Office- (865)982-5551

BETH GREEN
Director of Music Ministries

& Worship Coordinator

BROOKE STRAYN
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministries

& Special Events

KENNY TUCKER
Youth Minister

CARLA TAYLOR 
Accompanist

JOHN TATE 
Church Accountant

BROOKE GUNNING
Media Technologies

LIZ CHANCEY & DEBBIE WEST
Media Technologies Support

HOPE BLIZZARD
Interim Nursery Supervisor


