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GRACE ALERT PRAYER
Looking for an opportunity to
participate (at the time of your
own choosing) in one of the
church's vital ministries? This
prayer ministry has as its
basis Ezekiel 22:30, " So I
looked for a man who
would...stand in the gap...".
Each month intercessors
receive updated requests and
praises (either via email or
hard copy) from the various
ministry departments within
our church (also includes
requests from Stephen

Ministry, Chaplains, and the
Mission Commission), and
commit to praying up to an
hour one day a week. (This is
different from the email
prayer chain from the church
office which focuses on
individual requests made by
those attending our church.) If
you would like to continue to
serve as an intercessor or to
try if for the first time, please
stop by the Grace Alert Prayer
table after services on
September 3.

ALL-CHURCH CAMP
There are still spots available for All-Church Camp on October 2729! Come with family, friends, or enjoy a weekend on your own.
Visit the church website for more information or to sign up.

Grace Worship
Services in
August
September 3 (Pastor Bob)
 Romans 5: 6-11
 “The Past, the Present,
and the Future of the
Cross”
 Communion of the Bread
& Cup
September 10 (Pastor Bob)
 Romans 5: 12-21
 “How Jesus Brings Life”
September 17 (Pastor Bob)
 Romans 6: 1-14
 “A Better Reason Not to
Sin”
September 24 (Pastor Bob)
 Romans 6:15-23
 “What Do You Live For?”

WHY DO YOU LOVE GRACE?

Leading with Grace, September 2017
By Travis Greene

Many of us gathered at homes this summer for dinner parties with others from
Grace. Some people we already knew, and some are new friends. From the
feedback I’ve heard, those parties were filled with people who love Grace –
both our church and the deeper Gospel sense.
At the party that Karin and I hosted, the conversation turned to what brought
each of us initially to Grace. When I first came to Grace in 1995, I was a young
naval officer, fresh out of the Academy and assigned to a destroyer that was
in dry dock in Long Beach.
At the time I was impressed with Pastor Don’s sermons, and enjoyed
worshiping with the two guys who played acoustic guitars at the 11:00 service
back then. But mostly, I was drawn to the big career group that made me feel
like I was known and loved. One young lady in particular caught my attention.
We celebrated 20 years of marriage in August.
As my guests each told their story at our summer dinner party, it was clear that we all came to Grace for different reasons.
Some of us had been at the church over thirty years. Another only joined four years ago. But one thing we all agreed on - what
brought us to Grace is not why we choose to remain at Grace today.
Part of that choice is necessitated by change. We’ve had senior pastors retire, though Pastors Don and Steve continue to serve
the church, which is a testament to the fact that we have had stable
leadership rather than a revolving door at the position. Our facilities
are different thanks to the three waves of updates we’ve built. And
But one thing we all agreed
many have joined and left the church for job moves, retirement,
on - what brought us to
frustrations with other churches and frustrations with our church.

Grace is not why we choose

Yes, change is inevitable. While Grace has a legacy of retaining staff
to remain at Grace today.
far beyond average, every pastor and staff hire is a temporary one,
seen through the lens of eternity. Yet, all of us could choose to change
churches in an effort to pursue people or programs – why haven’t we?
I know that my faith has matured in the last 22 years, thanks to the work of many of you who have patiently helped and taught
me along the way. It is that sometimes-messy relational glue, wrapped in faith and love that builds within me an irresistible
love for Grace. I hope that it is faith in Christ and His church, filled with fallible people, that leads you to a love for Grace too.
Love for Grace means loving the people of Grace. All of the people. Pastor Thabiti Anyabwile, author of Finding Faithful Elders
and Deacons (a book that our board has found useful), says this about what makes a healthy church member:
A healthy church member is someone that, in one sense, shares all the sensibilities of a good pastor. They're going to
have a concern for the spiritual growth of others, they're going to have concern for the right teaching of God's Word, and
they will have a concern for the church's witness to the community, for reaching their neighbors and friends. They'll do
that as people who have a high view of what it means to be a member of a church.
When we talk about being members of a church, we're not at all borrowing from the idea of membership in a rotary club,
Sam's Club, or bridge club. We're actually using a term that's distinctively Christian or Christological. It comes from the
image that Paul uses of the church being the body of Christ, and we are members of that body. A healthy church member
treasures that biblical reality.
I’m encouraged that we remain a body of Christians who choose to love one another and defer to one another, even though it
means we don’t always get things our way. I see that love at work in the lingering conversations after services. I see it in the
prayer support that many of you undertake weekly. I see it in all the volunteers that do the hard work of search teams, that help
others with caring for kids or ailing parents, that lead life groups, worship, or children’s and youth ministries.
God is building something new in us; as I’ve said before – something good is happening at Grace. Jesus taught his disciples at
the last supper, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) Let’s continue
to demonstrate ever more love for Grace.

MISSIONS HIGHLIGHT
J4Japan is a family of 4 people with “J” names; Julio,
Joanne, Julian and Juni who have been called to reach
Japan for Jesus. Our family moved to Long Beach from
the East Coast of Florida in 2015. Julio was a full-time
youth pastor. The family served and supported him
through his church ministry. Because as a family we
loved serving others, we asked God to show us how we
could serve together. God showed us the mission field
and Japan! We had no connection to Japan and
Japanese people EVER but God kept placing this country
on our hearts! In fact, Julio is from Puerto Rico where he
grew up speaking Spanish, while Joanne is a FilipinoAmerican who was born and raised in Chicago. It was
beyond our imagination.
But God uses “the foolish and the weak”(1 Cor. 1:27).
We are definitely “foolish and weak” when it comes to
all things Japanese. God has shown us what Philippians
2:13 states: “for it is God who works in you to will and to
act in order to fulfill his good purpose. “ And, oftentimes,
for reasons we can’t understand, He chose our family.
Let His will be done! We learned that the Japanese are
the 2nd largest people group in the World who have not
heard the great name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. This reality broke our hearts.
Our family has been in Long Beach now for just over a
year and a half. The focus of the 2016-2017 school year
has been Japanese language learning for Julio and
Joanne. Our tutor has been our very fearless teammate,
whom many of you know, Junko Saito. We are now
fluent in Japanese! (Well, we wish we were). We are
grateful to have learned so much Japanese language
and culture in the past year and now the time has come
to focus on ministry.
The Japanese Ministries of Greater L.A. has had a
number of ways in which to reach people. Cecil O'Dell,
our team leader, has had a wonderful relationship with
Grace Seal Beach over the years, and so for many of you,
there may be quite a familiarity with our ministry. Thank
you for your overwhelming support over the years! For
those of you who are new to this ministry, we have been
reaching Japanese people with "relational bridges" such
as a Black Gospel Choir, Surfing at Bolsa Chica Beach,
monthly summer BBQ's and the English Conversation
Lab at Cal State Long Beach, where our focus is meeting
Japanese exchange students.
The Gospel Choir has
been a highlight in
this ministry where
many have
experienced the
toe-tapping, energetic,
and fun concerts that
are held every Spring
and Fall. It is a place where Japanese working people,
housewives and students all come together to sing the
truth of God's word. This is most exciting because most
of the members involved do not know Jesus! The joy of
singing this genre of music is quite a draw.

Surfing at Bolsa Chica Beach in the summer is a very
important way to reach out mainly to students that we
meet at Cal State Long Beach. Many students will tell you
that the reason they chose to come to CSULB is because it
has "Beach" in its name. Add "California" to that, and it
conjures up dreams of sun and fun! Julio grew up on a
Caribbean island so surfing and the sea has always been rt
of his life. It has been
a natural way for him
to reach out to students
along with the other
teammates who equally
love to surf.
Japanese people love to
eat-BBQ! We take all of
these ways in which we
meet people and bring them all together at a monthly BBQ
during the summer months. Our goal, of course, is to use
this tool to make connections that will extend apart from
the initial meetings in order to develop deeper
relationships with them in the hopes of sharing Jesus.
The team is also finding new ways to meet people. Joanne
has recently started playing tennis with a Japanese group,
some of whom participate in the Gospel Choir. It has been
a successful way to meet people who work in local
Japanese companies who will eventually return to
Japan (known as ‘returnees’) once their contract has
ended. And at this time, along with tennis, we are asking
God to reveal other venues where our team could also
reach Japanese 1st generation immigrants who would
share the Gospel with their families back home.
This is the strategy that we espouse: to penetrate the
country of Japan with the Gospel through sending it back
with people we meet here. Please help us by praying for
these existing “bridges” we are using.
J4Japan and the Japanese Returnee Ministry of Greater
L.A. ask that you join us in this local ministry in the
following ways:
 Prayer to help us find those people who have
spiritual interest
 Host a dinner for a student(s), example: having a
traditional American meal with your family and/or
hosting a girls’ night or guys’ night for cultural
exchange
 Hosting students for American Holidays:
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter, Labor Day, etc.
 Adopting a student you can pray for while they are
here in the U.S. and even finding ways to encourage
them with scripture in a note or card.
 Host a barbeque for a few students
 Come hang out with us at various events/get
togethers
You can contact Julio and Joanne Marin
at: j4japan777@gmail.com

GRACE STORIES

September 2017
By Pastor Bob Wriedt

Every month brings new stories of how God has used Grace Community Church in the lives of people in
our community and around the world. Here are a few of my favorite that I've heard this month:
- We held our annual "Ocean Baptism" service on 8/27, and had
15 people (students and adults) be baptized! This is the largest
response we've seen in a few years, and is a huge answer to
prayer. Congratulations to our friends who took this step of
faith!
- Summer Dinner Party - We had about a hundred people
participate in these dinner parties. Thank you to all who hosted
and created a space for people to be "Known by Name."
One group that was a big hit was hosted by Julia and Pat
McConaghy, a couple that only came to Grace a year or two ago. Their group also included a couple that
only started at Grace this summer, as well as four other people who have been here for years. They
bonded so well, they've decided to keep their group going!
- The Worship department kicks off a new school year in September, with the return of the choir. If you're
interested in singing in the choir, playing with the band, or helping with the tech team on audio/video,
Pastor Justin would love to talk with you.
- We've approached the "Back to School" season through a variety of ways in line with our church values:
We practiced "Faithful Compassion" by providing school supplies for underprivileged kids at Bryant
Elementary School. We reflected on living a "Missional Life" by hearing from Kristin Stout and praying for
educators in the worship services on 8/20. And we engaged in "Participatory Worship" by having our
students lead us on Youth Sunday (8/27).
- Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches Annual Conference - I went with Pastors Tim, Justin, and Don
(as well as chaplain Mike Jones and Mary Shoemaker) to our denomination's annual conference this
summer. This year's event put a major emphasis on helping build connections between ministry leaders
from different churches. I'm grateful to be a part of a group of churches so committed to helping each
other succeed. You might hear in the news sometimes about denominational meetings as divisive or
contentious events. I'm glad to say that our conference was nothing like that. We participated in cohorts
helping each other develop in areas of leadership development (Bob), worship leading (Justin), volunteer
recruiting (Justin), discipleship (Tim), next generation ministry (Bob and Tim), and chaplain ministry (Don
and Mike). The only denominational business item that is of note was the overwhelming vote to approve
of a change to the FGBC Constitutio, which replaced the 1969 Statement of Faith with the “Charis
Commitment to Common Identity.” The "Charis Commitment to Common Identity" was the result of a
collaboration of Grace Brethren pastors from around the world for the last five years. If you have any
questions about this, I'd be happy to talk more.
- Lastly, I'd love to recognize Patti Ewan (Associate Secretary) who will be retiring in September after
almost 20 years on staff at Grace. Thank you Patti for your ministry in our church!
Pastor Bob

WAVE 3 RENOVATIONS
Grace family,
Thank you for your support of the Wave 3 renovation project! As we get down to the final touches, it's a good time to reflect on
what our church has experienced through this project: We've seen God's kindness in the safety of all working on the building;
we've seen God's provision through the generosity of God's people; and we've been reminded about the role of our church in
reaching our community today.
We've accomplished a project that will:
- Enhance our community outreach - We believe that the real church is the people. The building is just a building. But I'm
grateful that we now have a building exterior that visually reflects the vibrant, joyful people that inhabit it. I have heard from a
number of you about how your neighbors and friends are commenting on the improvements to the church facilities.
Here are some quotes I've heard from people in the community through the process, who aren't a part of our church:
- "I don't go to church, but if I did, it would be a church that looks like that!"
- "Now you'll finally have a church you can be proud of."
- "I'm amazed at how great it turned out!"
I don't agree with all these quotes, but I think they're telling of how people in our community are perceiving the changes in the
building. My prayer is that this will open opportunities for us as a church to invite our friends in to join us for worship.
In addition to enhancing our community outreach, Wave 3 also helped us to:
- Improve access - We've added a variety of features (ramps, handrails, door handles, etc) that are designed to make the facility
easier to enter and navigate for those in wheelchairs, with walkers, or with strollers.
- Increase safety - We've improved the safety for our kids on the lawn with a new play area away from the street. We've also
replaced decaying materials throughout the building that were a potential hazard if they fell or broke under someone.
- Faithfully steward what we've received - By replacing the roofs, window frames, gutters, gates, and other decaying and broken
parts of the facility now, we preserve and protect what generations before us sacrificed to hand down to us. If we would have
waited longer, we only would have created more damage.
There is good news on the finances of the project - due to your generosity and the careful work of our volunteer
implementation team, we are projecting a finished project about $18,000 under budget! Combine that with the savings we had
done in the years leading up to this and your additional giving in the last 12 months, and we only need to finance about half of
what we originally projected. The sooner that we are able to pay off this loan of $275,000 to our denomination's investment
foundation, the less interest we will pay. Thank you for those who given generously to Wave 3 to help us get this far, as well as
to those who have made pledges to continue to support Wave 3 for the next year or two.
Lastly, I want to let you know that we're having a celebration event on Sunday afternoon, November 5th. It's a great chance to
thank God for the success of this project and to pray that the building will be used in great ways for the glory of God. We'll have
food, games, a brief program, and a chance to say "thank you" to all the volunteers who made this project a success. I hope
you'll join us.
Thank you!
Pastor Bob

With group signups just around the corner - Sunday, September 10th on the patio - I wanted to highlight a few groups that
will be offered. More detailed information coming, but mark your calendars now!

Women’s Bible Study (6 weeks)
Are you a new believer in Christ or interested in exploring what it means to have a relationship with God? This study is
specifically geared toward you! Space is limited to reserve your spot a.s.a.p.
Starts Tuesday, October 3rd | Grace campus | contact Lisa - lisa@gracesealbeach.org

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality (10 weeks)
What does your emotional health have to do with your spiritual health? A lot! Come get to know others and explore
biblical practices that encourage the transformation of your life and relationships.
Starts Tuesday, October 3 | 7p @ The Fox Family Home | contact Justin - justin@gracesealbeach.org

Astrophysics & Us (6 weeks)
Here is the universe, where do we fit in? Stargazing and Us. Heaven and Earth. Science and Scripture. Having a "Biblical
Worldview" and being "Known by Name" are 2 of our 5 core values. Does science have a small part, but a part
nonetheless, in developing these values? Answering "Yes," we are spending some time this fall talking about it.
Starts Sunday, September 17 | 11a in church library | contact Jerry - jerry.wiltz@gmail.com

Grandparents Group
This group will meet to pray for our grandchildren and their parents as we explore the roles and purposes that God has
designed for grandparenting. We’ll be reading and discussing the book, The Power of a Godly Grandparent, by Stephen and
Janet Bly.
Starts Wednesday, September 20 | 7p @ The Williams Home | contact Steve - surfrrev@gmail.com

Christianity Explored (7 weeks)
Are you looking for a warm and inviting place to explore the Christian faith over dinner and with others who want to
engage in meaningful discussion about Jesus and what it means to follow him? Look no further!
Starts Monday, September 25 | 6:30p in the Fellowship Hall | contact Tim - tim@gracesealbeach.org

THE ANATOMY OF WITNESSING
This summer, I’ve been leading an early morning group called A Missional
Life where we’ve been considering the promise and power of the Holy Spirit
to enable us, God’s people, to be witnesses. The following was shared at
one of our meetings.
Jesus says to his disciples, in Acts 1:8, “You will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
We can think of our witness as having 4 parts that correspond to the head,
the eyes, the ears and the mouth.
Head:
Know that God is already at work in people’s lives. It’s not up to us to “create opportunities” or “make
something happen.” We partner with God in His already-present work in people. He was there before we
got there and will be there long after we’re gone, but what a joy to work with Him for the benefit of
others. This takes the pressure off us and opens us up to greater effectiveness.
* See Acts 17.26-27
Eyes:
See every day and every relationship as a missions opportunity. Every day in your neighborhood. Every
day at work. Everyday life - that’s where your witness happens. Have eyes to see the plentiful harvest
before you.
* See John 4.35
Ears:
Listen to others - their stories, their hopes, and their struggles. Listen for the trace of God’s presence in
their lives. Ask good questions and then listen well. If you aren’t a good listener, ask God to help you. It’s
amazing how much you’ll find out about people when you’re a good listener. Ask God for ears to hear
Him and others.
* See Proverbs 18.13
Mouth:
Tell others your story, your hopes, and your struggles. Tell others of God’s work in your life. Share how
He cares for you, provides for you, how He loves you and is patient with you. Be a “witness” and tell
others what you know. How God has forgiven you and changed you, but also how much change is still
needed. Preach the gospel! You don’t need a pulpit or a Bible degree, just a story. And we all have one
of those.
* See John 9
There are 4 parts to this anatomy that I hope will help you Know, See, Listen, and Tell. And if you’re looking
for a place to practice, join us for the evangelistic course, Christianity Explored, in the fall. Why don’t you
go ahead and get started by using your mouth to tell Pastor Tim you’re interested.
(tim@gracesealbeach.org or 562.596.1605)

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Women's Fall Bible Study – Ephesians
How are believers to live in the midst of a culture that is opposed to the ways of God? We’ll learn how to stand
strong in God’s power and thus be able to model Christian behavior effectively in an adverse environment. Our
study begins Tuesday, Sept. 19 (6:30 to 8:00 p.m.) and Friday, Sept. 22 (9:30 to 11:00 a.m.) Both groups will meet
in the Offshore Room. Study guides will be available after services Sept. 10 and 17. Cost: $6.50.
Impressions
Do you have a child/grandchild ages 2-5? We have a special weekly opportunity for you to be involved with your
little one in our Mommy and Me group (younger siblings are also welcome)! We meet Wednesday mornings in the
Fellowship Hall from 9:30 to 11:30 (starting Sept. 20). During the first hour the focus is on the children. This year
they will be learning some of the many ways God blesses us each day. We take occasional field trips too! The
second hour (while the children are with experienced childcare workers), the adults have a chance to share,
encourage and pray for one another. Afterwards, they'll have the chance to be challenged by Catherine McNeil's
book, Long Days of Small Things. This book is available online. Contact Lisa Latham (lisa@gracesealbeach.org or
562-596-1605 ext. by Sept. 11).
Charity Luncheon
Organization: Forgotten Children, Inc. Long Beach, California
Speaker: Tera K. Hillard (CEO)
Topic: Human Trafficking: It’s happening right here in your backyard.
Human trafficking is a multi-billion dollar industry where perpetrators profit from the control and exploitation of
others. It’s modern slavery. It is estimated that there are more than 27.9 million victims of human trafficking
worldwide. Join us on October 1 (12:15-1:30pm) in the Offshore Room to hear more about this organization and
how you can help.
Women's Fall Event - Ladies Day Off
Come join us for Ladies Day Off on Saturday morning, October 21, from 9 to 12. This free event will include
breakfast and a coffee/tea bar; your choice of relaxing, creative and encouraging mini-sessions and childcare for
ages 0 - 10 (the children will assemble toiletry kits for our community's homeless). Invite your friends. This event is
for women high school age and above. Please mark your calendars.

MEN’S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP
We’re excited to kick off the fall season and reconvene our Saturday morning men’s fellowship.
Pastor Justin Fox will be sharing with the men about our philosophy of ministry of worship. We’ve been so
richly blessed by Pastor Justin’s leadership in this ministry for the last 18 months. We’ll also be discussing
how men can participate in the worship life of the church – looking for ways to expand this heart of worship
into our families, work life and the world.
Come join us on Saturday, September 2 at Malarkeys Grill in Long Beach at 8:30 am.
Looking forward to seeing you there for fellowship, coffee and great breakfasts on the bay.
RSVP:l Scott Batstone (562 431-4042)
(the restaurant can plan accordingly)

QUESTIONS: Bob Wissmann (562-889-2728)

