
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 
newsletter 

Still time to sign up! 
 

All-Church Camp 

Come join us for another year of 
fun, friendship and worship up at 
All-Church Camp!  
 
Where: Oak Glen Christian 
Conference Center in Oak Glen 
When: October 21-23, 2016 
Who: Everyone! 
Cost: Adults (15yrs and older) - 
$179 per person, Youth (3-14yrs) 
- $100 per person and Babies (0-
2yrs) - $40 per person 
What: A weekend of chapel 
time, hikes, friendship, games, 
memories and so much more. 
 

Save the Date 
Thanksgiving Threefold Communion 
 

Our annual Threefold Communion will be held on Sunday, November 20 
at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Mark your calendars and save the date 
for this gathering. We will start with a meal together, followed with a 
time of feet washing (men and women go to separate rooms), and end 
with a time or worship and communion. All are welcome to come! Stay 
tuned for more information on what to bring for the meal time. 
Questions? please contact the church office.  
 

Below is a list of spots we still 
have open:  

- 3 family rooms (can 
accommodate a family of 
up to 5) 

- 2 single women spots (a 
shared cabin area with 
other single women) 

 
Contact Christa in the church 
office for more information or to 
sign up (562.596.1605 or 
info@gracesealbeach.org). 

THE GOOD NEWS OF GRACE 

Upcoming Events 

October 21-23 
All-Church Camp 

 
November 20 

Threefold Communion 
 

December 2 
Seal Beach Christmas Parade 

 
December 24 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

December 25 
Christmas Day Services 

 
 

Contact the church office  
for more information  

on these upcoming events 
(562.596.1605 or 

info@gracesealbeach.org) 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Leadership Lab - Oct. 9 
 

   How do you develop as a Christian leader? Who helps 
you reflect on the "Why's," "What's," and "How's" of 
ministry? The Leadership Lab is a monthly training 
experience designed for anyone serving in leadership, 
whether here at Grace or elsewhere in the 
community. Whether you serve as a teacher, ministry 
team member, civic leader, life group leader, worship 
leader, youth leader, or any other leadership role, 
you're invited to be a part of the Leadership Lab.  
   Each evening will include a teaching session 
on leadership and time to discuss how the evening's 

I will praise the name of God with a song, 

And will magnify Him with thanksgiving. 

Psalm 69:30 

topic can be applied to your ministry context. Our 
next Leadership Lab will be on October 9th, and we'll 
focus on the topic of "Hermeneutics: how do I figure 
out what the Bible means?" and the corresponding 
skill, "How do I turn this into a essage/sermon/talk?"  
   I'm excited to be able to cover this material, 
because I want to help you understand the Bible 
accurately and communicate it clearly.  

- Pastor Bob 
 
PS. Want to know what we talked about last month? 
Contact Christa in the church office for a copy of the 
notes as well as a survey of possible upcoming topics. 

Do you want to connect with our missionaries in a 
unique and tangible way?  We have an opportunity to 
show our love and share our gifts with them by 
providing gifts for them at Christmastime.  We are 
known around the world for this project!  Stop by the 
patio table Sundays Oct 30 - Nov 20, or contact Karin 
Greene, so YOU can take part in connecting with our 
missionaries.  Sign a Christmas card, choose a gift to 
purchase for them or you can make a monetary 
donation to go towards purchasing gifts.  Monetary 
donations may be given during offertory or dropped off 
at the PMW table on the patio; please designate PMW.   
Questions? Contact: Karin Greene 
 kwolffgreene@gmail.com, 562.500.7084 

 
 
 
 

mailto:kwolffgreene@gmail.com
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Classes offered by Ron Blomberg  

Ron, Director of Principal Giving, Bequests and 
Charitable Planning at Biola, has made himself 
available to teach the following classes: 

1. Nurturing our Children toward Generosity  
Wednesday, Oct. 26  10:30 – 11:30AM  Fellowship 
Hall 

Each stage of development in our children 
provides opportunities to relate Biblical values to 
life practices. The values that we transfer to our 
children through training are the legacy that will 
sustain them. We will look at each life stage, 
beginning with infancy and moving through 
adulthood to display the Biblical lessons that 
parents impart. 

2. Knowing what I should know   Saturday, Nov. 5  
10:00 – 11:30 AM  Offshore Room    

We will illustrate the information that every 
woman should know about finances, whether 
married or single, in order to be prepared for the 
changes that life brings as we move into 
retirement. We will look at organizing pertinent 
information, as well as preparing for life with 
limited income. 

These classes are free. Please contact Lisa 
(lisa@gracesealbeach.org) by Sunday, Oct. 23, if you 
are interested in or planning to attend either one or 
both of these classes. 

 

Harvest Time JOY – Women’s Fall Event   Saturday, Oct. 
8   (8:00 -Gathering Time)   Starts at 8:20 AM 
A well-known acrostic; JOY -- Jesus first, Others in-
between, Yourself last – will determine our schedule of 
opportunities for the morning. Join us for a potluck 
breakfast (Surfside Room) followed by a devotional on 
Jesus. Afterwards we’ll have four options to spend the 
rest of the morning impacting Others:  

 personally through participation in a special 
mentoring event (Offshore Room) 

 through community outreach: 
a) Serving at New Life Beginnings Thrift Store in 

Long Beach (sorting clothes, small items and 
creating window displays) 

b) See the ways Needleworks (Coral Room) has 
been having local impact (if you crochet or 
knit, this just may be the catalyst to blow the 
dust off those needles and join in!) 

 nationally/worldwide through prayer (Surfside 
Room) 

The rest of the day can be spent as You would like! 

Sign-ups will conclude after services on Oct. 2. As we 
progress through the fall months, our schedules will get 
full. Don’t miss out on this opportunity designed to give 
you a chance to connect with and to be of service to 

others! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 

 

 

   The “His-Story” class, led by Glenn Koons, 
focuses on God’s hand and plan throughout 
history and today. Whether a Bible book or 
classic Christian work, this class digs into their 
topic, expecting to be encouraged in their faith 
and better prepared to live for Jesus in this 
world. 
   And don’t expect the good times to end on 
Sunday. They are an active bunch! Whether a 
field trip to the Getty or having dinner together, 
their friendship and faith grows through sharing 
life together. They’re a close-knit group but are 
always loking to expand. Men and women of all 
ages and stages of life are welcome 
 

   For more, contact Glenn: phillyat72@gmail.com 

mailto:lisa@gracesealbeach.org


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter from the Editor 
Hello and Welcome to October!  
 
 We are in the last quarter of 2016, unbelievable 
isn’t it?  So much has happened in the last nine 
months and it doesn’t seem to be slowing down at 
all.  Do you feel the same with your life?  Life seems 
to have sped up and sometimes it just takes 
everything to hold on to stay on the carousel.  At 
Grace we strive to be “A Safe Harbor where the 
water is deep and the winds are calm” for your life 
and spiritual journey. 
     
You ask how do I get that safe harbor feeling?  I am 
so glad you asked that question because we have 
just rolled out our Life Groups for the Fall of 2016.  
If you weren’t here during our Group Sunday event 
then pick up the Groups at Grace Booklet that are 
out on the information table every Sunday and 
always on the lobby book shelf.   Inside you will find 
numerous groups with a variety of subjects, themes 
and purposes for meeting.  It’s a great way to meet 
others in the church family, forge new friendships, 
and to feel a part of the community.  Of course 
these are to embellish on all the Safe Harbor 
feelings one naturally experiences from 
participating in Sunday services of Praise and 
Worship.   

Being together with the Church Family and 
fellowshipping alongside each other is a glimpse of 
what it will be like when we finally worship together in 
our Heavenly Father’s house.  Another way to 
participate is to volunteer to help on Sunday mornings.  
There are various areas that you can use your talents 
and abilities.  Here are a few: choir, worship team, 
Children’s Sunday School, child care for nursery to 4 
years old, coffee, greeting, invocation, scripture 
reading, prayer chain &  information table just to name 
a couple.  If you are unsure and would like more 
information to get your questions and concerns 
answered then call us in the church office, 
562.596.1605.  We would be more than happy to help 
you. 
 
Ok Grace Buddies that’s it for this month.  I love fall 
especially visiting Apple country in Oak Glen.  It is a slice 
of the past and how communities came together for 
Harvest time and helped one another.   We can have 
that right here at Grace too if we work side by side to 
build our community to include everyone and to be 
team players. May God Bless our community with 
renewal! 
 
See you around Grace! 
Millie Grazie & Ciao, 
Elena Grana 
 

Children’s Ministry 
    Many of us have seen a Veggietales DVD.  If you haven’t, I have a few in the Children’s Ministry office you can 
check out.  In every VeggieTales video or DVD, there is a closing line that the main character says.  That line is, 
“Remember kids: God made you special and He loves you very much.”  Phil Vischer, the creator of VeggieTales, 
was asked why this line was so important.  He responded, “Because respect for Jesus and respect for Christian 
teaching mean nothing to a child if that child doesn’t have a genuine understanding of God’s love for him or her.  
God’s love is where it all starts.” From Children’s Ministry Magazine, September/October 2016 edition. 
    Teaching a child about God’s love for them is an honor, a privilege and what we are called by God to do.  
Holding a baby in our Nursery so that  another couple can attend a one hour service without interruption, singing 
worship songs that emphasize God’s love and allow the children to express their love for God in song and teaching 
a child how to look up the lesson that shows them how much they are loved by God through His written word are 
ways we can show God’s love.     
 
Blessings, Ms. Cindy 
For more information on Children’s Ministry, please contact Ms. Cindy at cindy@gracesealbeach.org 
 



 

Update on “Wave 3” Renovation Project 

 
About a decade ago, after discovering that we could not build a larger 
sanctuary here, our church decided to renew and maximize our buildings 
for ministry through a series of mid-sized renovation projects, which we 
called “Waves.” Wave 1 was the renewal of our worship space and lobby, 
the Surfside Chapel, and the Offshore Room. Wave 2 was the renewal of 
the Children’s area and office space.  
 
These renovations have been a benefit to the ministries that meet in them, 
but they aren’t visible to those in our community. From the outside of our 
building, Grace looks like a church stuck in the past with no plan for the 
future. But that’s not who we are! So, what are going to do about it?  
 
Wave 3 is the renewal of the exterior of our church facility. It consists of 
three major elements. The first is the creation of an enlarged patio space 
for improved fellowship and ministry engagement. Church patios are places 
to pray with a friend, to receive encouragement as a foster parent, and to 
help people connect with a life group or compassion ministry table. To 
triple the size of our fellowship space creates an improved context for 
ministry to happen.  
 
Secondly, Wave 3 will improve our entry to worship, creating an enlarged 
lobby space and the addition of architectural elements to show where to 
enter for worship. Thirdly, we will enjoy an improved and consistent design 
approach that will serve our church well for years to come. The Wave 3 



 

renovations will demonstrate to our 
community that Grace is relevant in our 
day, rather than a relic from the past.  
 
This project has been in the works for 
over two years, as we worked through 
the city and state approval process. 
Now that the city has given us final 
approval on the permit to begin 
construction, we are moving forward 

with eagerness. A project implementation team of lay leaders have been 
interviewing potential general contractors, and we are currently in a 
bidding process with the finalists.  
 
How you can be involved - Please be diligent to pray for the project.  
 

- May God keep our eyes focused on the gospel through this, and not 

get distracted by the buildings.  

- May God keep us united in Him, and not be divided by our personal 

preferences 

- May God give us strength to complete the work and fundraising 

needed for this project to succeed.  

  
   If you are a part of a group, a lay leader will be visiting your group in the 
next couple months to answer any questions you might have about the 
project and how you can be involved. We will be asking Grace members 
and attenders to consider making a pledge to Renewing Grace (in addition 
to your regular giving) at the annual meeting on December 4th.  
   
 I believe this project gives us a special 
opportunity to speak about God's 
compassion and grace in our 
generation. I hope you will join me in 
supporting it.  
 
- Pastor Bob 


