
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL  

There is still time to sign up: 
1. Your child or grandchild 

for VBS 
2. You (to volunteer) 

 
Join us July10-14 from 8:45am-
Noon as we take a journey into 
outer space.  

Wave 3 is as much about the future of our church and reaching our 

community as it is about the goodness and faithfulness of the God who 

has brought us so far. We have so much to celebrate! There are still 

bricks available so, please prayerfully consider sponsoring a brick to be 

incorporated into our project. Bricks may be purchased for $70 each and 

can include up to 3 lines of text with 20 spaces per line.  

 

To purchase a brick(s) visit:  

https://polarengraving.com/GraceCommunityChurchofSealBeach  

 

Join our Grace Team as we take 
a week to learn and praise the 
Lord. 
 
Sign up online at 
www.gracesealbeach.org or 
contact Pastor Justin for more 
information/to volunteer. 

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF SEAL BEACH 
JULY 2017 NEWSLETTER 

Upcoming 

Events 

 Jul 4  - Office Closed 

 Jul 10-14 – VBS 

 Aug 19 – Beach Day 

 Aug 27 – Ocean Baptism 

 Sept 4 – Office Closed 

 Oct 27-29 – Church Camp  

 Nov 10 – Office Closed 

 Nov 19 – Threefold 

 Nov 23-24 – Office Closed 

 Dec 1 – SB Parade 

 Dec 24 – Christmas Eve 

 Dec 25 – Office Closed 

 Dec 31 – New Year’s Eve 

 Jan 1 – Office Closed 

Grace 
news 

WAVE 3 BRICK FUNDRAISER 

https://polarengraving.com/GraceCommunityChurchofSealBeach
http://www.gracesealbeach.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEADING WITH GRACE 
Connecting Generations, July 2017 
By Travis Greene 

On Father’s Day this year, I had the distinct privilege of leading all three services in worship with both of my 
sons. Leading with my sons is a privilege for many reasons – we enjoy getting to practice together, they 
learn the habit of serving the church and preparing well to do so, and I hope they learn to be amazed with 
God as I stumble to do so myself. 
 

But there’s another real benefit that I see at work not just 
in my family, but throughout our church. We are a church 
where multiple generations worship together. It’s not 
difficult to find families of multiple generations who call 
our church home. This is a rare blessing in our modern 
culture, and one that I believe is a strength we can build 
upon. 
 
Another big part of our story here at Grace is that we are 
uniquely blessed with former pastors, seminarians, 
teachers, missionaries and business leaders. We have 
engineers and medical professionals. Librarians and 
lawyers. God has given to us an overwhelming blessing 
of educated, talented and mature Christian leaders. What 
should we be doing with that blessing? 
 

When I spoke at Pastor Bob’s installation service, I shared a glimpse of the vision that our pastors and elders 
have for our church – making compassionate Christian leaders. A key component of how we will do so is by 
connecting generations. 
 
I spoke with one young adult recently who returned to our church after being away at college. I asked him 
why he came back when he has all the choices in churches that Southern California has to offer. He told me 
that as a kid, it meant so much to him that Bob Wissmann cared enough to ask him how his week had gone 
every Sunday growing up. He came to worship hopeful to run into him. He knew that Grace was, and is, a 
place where even the youngest are cared for. 
There is much work going on behind the scenes to build programs to connect generations that you’ll be 
hearing more about over the coming year. But there are opportunities to get involved now. Our Children’s and 
Youth Ministry is always in need of adult volunteers.  
 
Our VBS program is just about filled with almost 200 kids signed up. I’m serving as a small group leader. So 
are Pastors Bob, Tim and Steve, along with many others who have served previously, and several others for 
whom this is their first time. Pastor Justin has a heart for “a great Grace connection for every kid,” which 
means much smaller groups than we’ve had in the past, requiring more adult leaders and young helpers. As 
of the time of this writing, there’s a need for a few more volunteers to step out of their comfort zones for a 
week and be small group leaders – simply loving the kids. Contact Pastor Justin if you’re interested. 
 
And even if Children’s and Youth Ministry is not your calling, most of us can find someone younger than us 
who is hungry to be noticed on a regular basis. Who shares a common interest. Who might be a good 
disciple for a season? May we continue to strengthen the inter-generational bonds that God has blessed us 
with. Something good is happening at Grace. 
 

The Greene family rehearsing at home 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Lights of Love  
(Secret Friend Encourager Program) 
Do you have a desire to be a special encourager 
to another woman in our congregation; to ‘walk’ 
with her and to support her in prayer and 
perhaps through occasional small 
remembrances as she goes through the year—
knowing that you’ll receive that same kind of 
support from someone else? If so, consider 
being a part of our Lights of Love program when 
we start up again after the summer (watch for 
upcoming information on the Website and in the 
Sunday bulletin). Each year participants (see 
picture) look forward to the May get-together 
which is held for the purpose of meeting and 
thanking their ‘Lights of Love’ person. Consider 
participating in this opportunity to be 
encouraged and to encourage someone else! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Women’s District Retreat 
Join us November 10-12 at Calvary Chapel 
Conference Center in Murrieta Hot Springs. The 
retreat theme this year is “Step it up” from the 
book of Esther and our speaker will be Robin 
Lewis. Robin teaches at Calvary Chapel Bible 
College and is also the Director of Finance 
there. The cost of the retreat is $190 with a 
deposit of $75 due by July 30. Included in this 
price is two nights of lodging, five meals, 
recreational options and more! The Missions 
focus will be the Boyle Heights Ministry 
(Norwalk Grace Brethren Church); a street 
ministry providing physical and spiritual needs 
for that community as well as assisting the 
transient homeless. This is a great opportunity 
to be challenged spiritually and also to both 
strengthen existing friendships with those 
attending from our own church, and to meet 
new friends from other churches in our district. 
Sign-ups will be after services July 23 and 30. 
Questions or if you won’t be here those two 
Sundays, contact Lisa Latham 
(lisa@gracesealbeach.org or 562-596-1605 x16) 
 

MISSIONS: St. James 
Way 2018 
    In the Middle Ages, the three main pilgrimage sites 
were Jerusalem, Rome, and Santiago de Compostela. 
Thousands of people from throughout Europe traveled 
to the Shrine of Saint James via the “Camino de 
Santiago”, or St James Way. 
    Today, people from throughout the world find their 
way to Santiago for a variety of reasons. Going on The 
Way may involve spiritual disciplines such as prayer, 
meditation on God’s word, relinquishing the tumult and 
turmoil of our lives as we engage in solitude with the 
Master, fellowship through community, confession, and 
submission through acts of love and service. That 
service may include sharing our faith or tending to sore 
and bruised feet. 
    The St James Way is not just one path but a network 
of roads and paths that branch out to all of Europe and 
lead pilgrims to Santiago de Compostela on the 
western coast of Spain. One of those branches leads 
through Portugal. 
    Sam and Tracey Schwartz, Encompass World 
Partners missionaries in Portugal, have established a 
ministry along the Portuguese route and minister to 
pilgrims. Grace Church has ministered with and 
supported the Schwartzes through gifts and teams. 
    In 2018 we plan to send another team to work once 
again with the Schwartzes and their team mates the 
Abreus in ministering and walking along The Way. This 
is slated to be a 5 to 7-day journey through parts of 
Portugal and Spain and will involve at least 62 miles 
(100 km). The trip is intended primarily for individuals 
from Grace Seal Beach; however, others can join with 
the understanding that this trip has an overall 
evangelistic nature. We will probably be going in early 
summer, though exact dates are yet to be determined. 
    If you are interested in finding out more about the St. 
James Way and how you might be able to get involved, 
we invite you to attend a 30-40 min. long informational 
session at Grace Community Church. The exact time, 
date and location are yet to be determined. Check the 
bulletin or speak with Greg Bartleson for more 
information. 
    During this session you will be hearing about the 
origins and various purposes of the walk known as the 
Camino, as well as what each pilgrim (participant) can 
expect to experience while on the Walk and how to 
prepare. We’ll watch a short video clip that is 
representative of some aspects of the Camino 
experience followed by some Q & A. 
    We hope to see you at the meeting and along The 
Way. 
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 Here are some of the encouraging stories I’ve heard about our church this month:  

 
Participatory Worship 
  

● Our “Worship Community” of musicians, singers, and tech volunteers had an end of the school year 
celebration and awards event. Pastor Justin awarded Denise Nossett with the first annual “Heideman 
Award,” named after John Heideman, for her joyful and sacrificial service in leading the choir.  

 
● The construction on the Wave 3 project is almost finished! We are looking forward to the new lobby and 

entrance, and the lawn renovation a few weeks after that, though the lawn will take a couple months to set 
before we can walk on it. Thank you to everyone for their flexibility during construction, and to all the 
volunteers and donors who have made this project happen. We are expecting to finish on-budget, which 
means that we will only need to finance about a third of the project cost, far less than we originally thought. 
That said, we do still need to raise about $250,000 to cover the remaining costs, beyond what has been 
pledged so far. If you would like to give to Wave 3, please visit the church website under offering.  

 

Known by Name 
 

● All-Church Picnic (June 4) - We had a great turn-out for the picnic at Rossmoor park. It ran smoothly and 
gave a good opportunity for people to make new friendships with others in the church. Thanks to the 
intergenerational team that put it together, led by Liz Fukumura! 

 
● Summer Dinner party - When is the last time you went to dinner in someone’s home and made some new 

friends? That’s the goal of our “Summer Dinner Party.” We’d love for you to be a part of it! Visit the church 
website for more details or to sign up. 

 
Missional Life 
 

● Our team of 11 people (mostly high school students and young adults) went to Atlanta with Encompass 
World Partners for “Encounter,” a weeklong mission trip. 

 
● Be More Healthy Expo (June 3) - We had a booth promoting VBS and the church at the city’s health expo at 

the beginning of the month, and our VBS team had great conversations inviting kids to participate. In fact, 
they gave Pastor Justin the mic and 25 minutes to talk about the church from the main stage! 

 
Faithful Compassion  
 

● Middle School Seal Beach mission trip - Our middle school did a “hometown mission trip” experience over 
Memorial Day weekend, which included a section where they went to the local Seal Beach laundromat (with 
adult volunteers) to offer to pay for the laundry of people in need. It was a stretching experience for our 
students, as they seek to learn to live as compassionate Christian leaders in the world.  

 
Biblical Worldview 

● We are so excited about VBS coming this month! Our theme this year is “Mission in His Control,” and will 
have a space/science feel. If you’d like to sign-up to participate as a volunteer or to sign-up a child, visit the 
church website or see Pastor Justin. Our leaders are rallying around a vision of “A great Grace connection 
for every kid,” and we’re aligning plans around helping every child who participates see a pathway to 
discipleship to Jesus through our church, if they want to take it. We have the volunteer structure to support 
200 kids participating in the program  and expect that we will be “sold out” soon. 

 
● Gaby Fukumura has brought really helpful leadership to our Sunday School program in her interim role as 

Sunday School Coordinator. If you see Gaby around on a Sunday, thank her for her meaningful service to 
Christ.  

 
 
 

GRACE STORIES July 2017 
By Pastor Bob Wriedt 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ltv44KoO7IV9-MnO86aqAWXavMysVgdhYf6JMfe8HA4/edit?usp=sharing
http://gracesealbeach.org/kids-and-students/vacation-bible-school


 

PRAY 

     - For us to listen well to God, one another, the candidates, and the congregation.  

     - For us to prepare well so that we are prepared for the best candidate.   

     - For unity for our Search Advisory Team and our church before, during and after the call of a new ministry 

       director. 

 

THE PROCESS 

     - Form the Search Advisory Team (Complete)  

     - Prepare the Church Prospectus, Search Profile, and Position Description (Currently in process)  

     - Post the position and interview potential candidates  

     - Invite a candidate to come interact with a broader group of people at the church 

     - The Search Advisory Team will recommend a candidate to the elder board, who will be responsible for the  

       final call 

 

MEET THE TEAM (Left to right) 

Josh Womack, Lori Griffin, Judy  

Murphy, Dennis Baker, Bob Wriedt,  

Glen Fukumura, Emily Frey, and  

Tim Culling 

 

 

PRAY FOR OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
SEARCH ADVISORY TEAM 

SUMMER DINNER PARTY 
Would you like to make some new friends at Grace? 
 

We’d love for you to participate in our “Summer Dinner Party”! For 2 weeks later this summer, Grace is going 

to coordinate a couple dozen dinner parties around the Seal Beach area, and we want you to join in! Just let 

us know what days you are not available between July 29 – August 13 and whether or not you’d be up for 

hosting. We’ll connect you with some new friends for an evening of fun, conversation, and food. If you have 

any questions, contact Pastor Bob (bob@gracesealbeach.org). 

 

To sign up, visit www.gracesealbeach.org or visit the Information Table on a Sunday morning. Sign-ups end 

in early July so sign up now! 

mailto:bob@gracesealbeach.org
http://www.gracesealbeach.org/


 

 

 

 

A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 

5th Grade promoting to Middle School: 
 

Ava Alfaro   Brady Shultz 

Camden Keller  Ildah Reid 

Jack Myrter  Johnny Berry 

Karson Fox  Killian Murray 

Logan Sohn  Preston Obeidin 

Seth Pennebaker Samantha Sutherland 

8th Grade promoting to High School: 
 

Brennan Murray Brody Chafe 

Cody Tanner  Ellie Kerns 

Holland Fox – designed Oak’s 8th grd T-Shirt, the all school T-

shirt and is headed to OCHSA for Visual Arts  

Jackson Keller  Jacob Bower 

Jordan Johnson Kyle Kee  

Lindsay Carlson Mackenzie Ficke 

Micah Culling  Mikayla Culling 

Nathan Hocking Nick Myter 

Parker Betz  Shawn Enyart 

Ty Pavlovich  Viviana Alfaro 

 

High School Graduates: 
 
Amy Griffin - graduated from Los Al High and attending Pepperdine University in the fall 

Brennan Fox – graduated from Los Al High and attending Cal State Los Angeles with a scholarship in Music Production 

Claire Ritchie 

Jason Goode 

Jon Michael Sockwell 

Justin Concepcion 

Karlie Morales 

Liam Watts 

Sarah Enyart – graduated from Los Al High and attending Colorado State University in Fort Collins, majoring in nutritional studies 

Sergio Grotano 

 

Special Accomplishments 
 
Maj. David Palka – Received the Bronze Star with a 

‘Combat V’ for Valor and the Leftwich Trophy, an 

annual award for the top company or battery 

commander (to view the video: 
https://www.facebook.com/marines/videos/101542973231751

94/ ) 

 

Evelyn Gibson – Commissioned in May, 2017 as a 

Colson Fellow of the Chuck Colson Center for 

Christian Worldview in Washington, D.C. 

 

Riley Whaling – Long Beach Fire Department 

Graduate 

 

College Graduates 
 
Brittney Allyn – Bachelor of Science (with 

honors) from University of North Carolina – 

Chapel Hill 

 

Nicole Guastamacchio – UC Davis with a 

degree of Doctor of Veterinary (May 27, 2017) 

 

Ryan Quarnstrom – CSULB 

 

Sean Quarnstrom – UC Merced 

 
 


