February
newsletter
Wave 3 Update
Wave 3 has begun and we are already seeing the changes. Please continue to lift the
church up in prayer during this remodel. Pledge Cards can also be found around the
church campus or on the information table on Sunday morning.

Love is patient and kind;
love does not envy or boast;
it is not arrogant or rude.
It does not insist on its own way,
it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing, but rejoices with
the truth. Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.
Love never ends.
As for prophecies,
they will pass away;

Leadership Lab
Al meetings are 600-7:30pm in the Offshore Room.
The next meeting will be on February 12 and the topic will be on Mentoring and
Discipleship in Leadership.
Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at bob@gracesealbeach.org

as for tongues, they will cease;
as for knowledge;
it will pass away.
1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Uganda Trip Report
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December 27 – January 7 2016
Kyle Copeland

“Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah, Praise to the Lord”
“Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah, Praise to the Lord”
We sang a lot of songs in the front seat of Emmy D.’s van.
Bouncing up and down Mbarara’s pothole-filled streets was not
the greatest feeling in the world. Fifteen to twenty of us would be
riding in the van at a time, sharing about our lives, driving around
southwest Uganda. Emmy D. (D short for driver) was a joyful man
who drove people for a living. He did something so ordinary and
made it exceptional. He’d greet us with a smile, tease us, laugh,
and talk to us while driving us for hours a day.
Uganda was a place where people were being redeemed from

their pasts. The people we met were finding freedom from their
bitterness and extending forgiveness to those who have hurt
them physically, emotionally, and spiritually. They were hopeful
people who saw God working in their lives time and time again.
They were intelligent people capable of engineering radio
stations, educating, farming, and medicating similar to jobs
back home. They had big dreams, and were hard workers.
Ultimately, they had been radically changed through God and
PCM.
Uganda, for me, was less about fixing the country or people
and more about learning, encouraging and lending a hand to
the, already established, ministry of PCM. The Greene Family
and I, along with nine others Texans, got to experience a
glimpse of God’s love for Uganda together. We played with kids
at the Omwana House (PCM’s abandoned babies center), led
workshops at PCM’s three-day youth conference, spoke at a
prison on New Years, danced and sang for worship, and got to
hear many testimonies and stories from the people we met.

Uganda Team

Uganda gave me hope for God’s redemptive power in our lives. It
became clear when we visited Dennis’s house on New Years Eve.
Dennis had transitioned 30 or so “street kids” into his home.
These kids were homeless. Their parents had either kicked them
out of the house or they’d ran away from hostile environments.
Dennis explained to us that the neighborhood didn’t want “street
kids” living in their neighborhood. They were “dangerous” and
would “rape and steal” from the people. Dennis, alongside Pastor
Willie and PCM, took these kids in and told them that their worth
far exceeded what they’d been told. Dennis gave them beds to
sleep on, got them into school, taught them music, and loved
them deeply. Dennis was a gentle, soft-spoken man, who cared
about each of his boys individually. You could tell how proud he
was of them. We sat in his yard as the kids performed music for
us, gave testimonies of their lives, sang, and danced for us. We
were given the honor of serving them food after their
presentations on the lawn.

sharing about my life without people asking me. I need someone
to give me the “ok” to share or ask me questions so that I know
that they are interested in what I want to share. I learned how
refreshing it is to share my story without hesitation. By sharing, I
was known more! I got to share a bit of my testimony in front of a
crowd of prisoners, got to lead a workshop on sharing the Gospel
with your peers, and was encouraged by my team to share more
of my story with them.

I had a great time in Uganda. God really pressed my “you need to
share more” button and gave me a lot of opportunities to share
bits of my story and past. I have relatively low confidence in

“You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning. My God turns my darkness
into light. With your help I can advance against an army, with my
God I can scale a wall.” – Psalm 18:28,29

There is a lot of breathing room to share your life with people in
Uganda. It is a safe platform. It is woven into Ugandan culture.
It’s natural and longed for. Thank you for praying for us and
supporting us on our trip. If you’d like to learn more about PCM
please visit http://pcmonline.org/ . I’d love to share more, please
feel free to stop me and ask me questions! Thank you for reading
this! I’ll leave you with a verse I’ve been processing recently. It’s
pretty good.

Men’s Breakfast
February 4 at 8:30am
Malarkey’s Grill @ Alamitos Bay
Come join us for fellowship, coffee, and breakfast on the bay. David
Palka will be sharing his experiences as a Marine officer serving in
Afghanistan. As part of our continuing series of exploring a man’s
heart, David will be giving us insights into courage and faith. David
and his family are new to our church, and we want to welcome and
learn from him. Looking forward to seeing you there.
Call Scott Batstone (562.431.4042) if you plan to attend or Bob
Wissmann (562.889.2728) if there are any questions.
Life Explored is an informal and relaxed seven-week course
for anyone who wants to find contentment and happiness
in life.

Compassion Ministry

Whether you’re already a Christian or are considering what
it all means, this will be a great place to have some honest
discussions and great dessert.

Happy 15th Birthday Precious Lamb Preschool
February marks 15 years for Precious Lamb Preschool! The
Compassion Team wouldlike to provide support for their daily
food bank for approximately 25 children. The following items are
needed:
Whole Grain Wheat Thins
Mini Pretzels
Apple Sauce (individual or jars)
Oatmeal (instant or oats)
Monetary donations (on memo line “Precious Lamb
Preschool (PLP) Food Program)
All items and donations are needed by February 26.

Meet in the Surfside Chapel, Thursday’s at 7pm.
January 26; February 2, 9, 16, 23; and March 2 & 9.

You are also invited to the Precious Lamb Preschool Party on
February 18 from 10am to Noon. Contact Kathy Shaw
(kathyanne1@verizon.net) for more information and/or directions.
World Relief Good Neighbor Team
World Relief is the first and only evangelical agency authorized by
the U.S. State Department to resettle refugees. They partner with
local churches to assist with resettlement of refugee families who
have fled their native country due to persecution. New to the
country and culture and having fled oppression and violence, each
individual refugee arrives with a breadth of physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs. We have the incredible opportunity to love our
new neighbors as Jesus taught us and live out one of our core
values – Faithful Compassion.
Here at Grace we are forming a Good Neighbor Team to assist
with a refugee family resettlement. David & Darlene Gray have
been privileged to host three refugee families this past year and
would like to share their experience. We encourage you to come
for a one-hour time of sharing and learn more about refugee
resettlement and opportunities to serve.
Location: Surfside Chapel
Date/Time: February 12 from 6-7pm
Questions: David Gray (dave.rx@verizon.net)

Contact Pastor Tim for more information
(tim@gracesealbeach.org)

How We Love
Marriage Workshop – Long Beach, CA
Our common reaction to this material is; “Why haven’t I ever
heard this before?”
We help individuals discover their love style (attachment style)
and explain the predictable core patterns that occur when each
partner’s love styles collide. Once a couple has a clear
explanation of their predictable dance that causes the same
problems to arise again and again; we then give a road map for
growth and tools to end harmful patterns and create deeper
intimacy in marriage.
All this material comes together at the end of the day when Milan
and Kay work with a volunteer couple on stage.
Date: Feb 10-11, 2017
Times: Friday: 6:30-9:00p and Saturday: 8:00a – 1:00p
Cost: $49 per person
Location: Long Beach Alliance Church
3331 Palo Verde Ave/LB 90808
Register at: www.lbac.org/how-we-love-registration

Women’s Ministry
Service Day – Saturday, February 25
Due to the church remodeling currently taking place, we will
not have our annual tea this year. In its place we will have
an opportunity to help those in need. If you’d like to help
out in the community and have a couple of free hours,
consider joining us as we lend a helping hand to those in
need. We’ll begin with an optional potluck breakfast in Seal
Beach at Joanne Levin’s home, followed by group prayer
then departure for our respective work sites. Here are our
options:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Long Beach Rescue Mission – accounting of
incoming hygiene products received and possibly
helping to paint one or two staff offices.
New Life Beginnings Thrift Store – sort clothes
and small items, and create a window display.
Precious Life Shelter – clean two units each
consisting of 1 bedroom, 1 bath, kitchen and living
room.
Home of Theresa Dodge – organize/sort clothing
and toys. Take items to Good will. Hang curtains.
Help at the 7th Street Food Bank – personal
shopper/clean up. Personal shopper entails
helping recipients collect food and talking with
them, then directing them to resource table for
more help if needed. It is helpful if volunteers
bring one of the following: plastic grocery bags,
reusable bags, zip lock bags or latex gloves.

Consider joining us to make a difference in our community this
month. Other service days can be planned for this spring as
interest dictates. If you are interested in helping, but are
unavailable for this scheduled work day, stop by the sign up
table to indicate your interest. For those participating, sign-ups
will be after services February 5, 12 and 19.
Women’s Retreat – Saturday, April 29
Refreshment and spiritual challenge are just two of the benefits
of setting aside a day to enjoy our upcoming ladies’ spring
retreat. We will enjoy the beautiful grounds at the Mary and
Joseph Retreat Center in Rancho Palos Verdes. Be thinking of
who you would like to invite to spend this special day with you.
Trish Williams, the wife of our senior pastor, will be our speaker.
Her topic will be ‘Blessings in Disguise’ from the book of Ruth.
The cost will be $50 ($40 if signed up and paid by Sunday, April
2). Sign-ups will be after services April 2, 9, and 23.
Mentoring: Doing Life Together
Mentoring is available for the women of our church. Would you
like to be mentored or would you like to mentor someone? Titus
2:3-5 teaches that older women are to teach the younger
women of the church. Chances are that you are both a younger
women and an older woman. What is God calling you to do?
Begin by filling out an application (available on the women’s
page of our church’s website). A team of women committed to
this ministry will pray over applications received and pair
women with the Lord’s guidance. The time commitment is up to
you. Would you like to meet occasionally or often? Would you
like your time together to be structure or unstructured? Would
you like to do a study or just talk? You may just have a lifelong
friend waiting to happen. For additional information, contact
Donna Barr: scrabblebarr@gmail.com

College Group
Grace College Group closed out our 2016 ministry year with a Christmas
Party and Gift Exchange. This event is always a special time, as students
who have moved away all return home and are able to join together. We
shared together highlights of the year as well as what we are individually
looking forward to next year. As I (Amanda) reflected on what was shared
together, I am proud of the way these young men and women are pursing
God and allowing Him to shape their lives. Each student is on an incredibly
different journey, and yet they all are a refection of God’s greace and love.
In this coming year, 2017, we would love to have you join us in prayer over
a few things. Firstly, please be in prayer that through on-campus outreach
and word-of-mouth, that our group grows to 10 regular attenders by
summer. Secondly, please be in prayer for volunteers that will assist in the
leadership of the college group. We need weekly volunteers who can be
present at Wednesday night meetings to connect with and mentor
students. We are also looking for volunteers that would occasionally host
us in their home for dinner or snack during fellowship nights. Feel free to
contact me at amanda@gracesealbeach.org if you’d like any more
information on our College Ministry. Thank you for your prayers!

