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 WELCOME LETTER FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR  
 

Thank you for your interest in our search for a new Director of Children’s 
Ministry. Grace Seal Beach was founded to reach children for Christ over 
seventy years ago, and we’ve never forgotten that vision. Located in Seal 
Beach, a community that is committed to providing the best for its kids, our 
church has impacted generations of children for the gospel. 
 
Prior to becoming senior pastor, I served here in associate roles for eleven 
years. I know I’m biased, but I think that this church is a great place to do your 
life’s work. We enjoy long-term tenures among our leaders (staff members 
regularly stay for over twenty years) because of the opportunities to develop 
as a leader combined with the supportive encouragement of the people. In the 
interview process, I believe that you’ll find a church that is committed to the 
urgency of the gospel while taking a sustainable view of the calling we have 
as a church, and supporting the long-term health of those who lead it.  

 
As my wife and I raise our own family here (we have a two-year old son and another son on the way), Children’s Ministry 
is close to my heart. I want my sons to hear and see the gospel at home, first, and have those messages echoed by loving 
people in our church family. The reason I’m so involved in this Children’s Director search personally is because I deeply 
believe in the importance of this position in a church.  I am convinced that Children’s Ministry is the most effective 
evangelistic method that Christians have ever come up with. We want to make the most of this amazing opportunity for 
the gospel in our community.  
 
This is an exciting time in our church. We are building a great leadership team that is bringing fresh vitality to our church. 
This includes new calls of our Associate and Worship Pastors and new Middle School, High School, and Young Adult 
Directors. We have just finished a complete facility overhaul, including investing in a major remodel of our children’s area. 
We have worked through an intentional multi-year process that has transitioned most of the ministry leadership roles 
from one generation to another. While nothing is perfect, I believe it has been a healthy and God-honoring process that 
points to the Lord that unites us.  
 
Going forward, our church’s vision is to develop compassionate Christian leaders. For years, our church has been blessed 
with compassionate people, including dozens of school teachers, doctors, nurses, retired pastors, seminary professors, 
and therapists. Our desire is to do more of what we do best, and raise up compassionate Christian leaders in every sphere 
of life, so that our community will experience the blessing of God’s steadfast love through us.  
 
We see the problems that our community and world face, including biblical ignorance, isolation, spiritual alienation from 
God, and oppression. God has given the church of Jesus Christ to the world as a gift to announce the gospel and confront 
these ills. We honor Him when we walk in the good deeds He has prepared for us (Eph. 2:10). This vision of developing 
compassionate Christian leaders connects with every ministry, including Children’s Ministry. We want to prepare kids (in 
age appropriate ways) to live out their faith beginning now, and begin a lifelong trajectory of meaningful Christian faith 
that influences others.  
 
If that vision for ministry connects with your heart, I’d love to talk with you.  
 
In Christ,  
 

Bob Wriedt 
Senior Pastor 
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 SEARCH PROFILE  
 
We are looking for a Children’s Ministry Director that can help kids in our community come to know Jesus and go into 
the world well-prepared to live for Him. We want to be a church where kids can belong even before they believe, and 
continually grow in their understanding of the gospel and our great God.  
 
We are looking for a person who is:  
 

• GROWING IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS - Leads out of a place of genuine love for Jesus.  

• PASSIONATE ABOUT CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - Has a deep and burning desire to see kids become disciples of 

Jesus.  

• A STRATEGIC VISIONARY - Can help others see what is possible through investing in the spiritual lives of 

children, parents and volunteers.  

• THOUGHTFUL ABOUT CHILD DEVELOPMENT - Thinks developmentally about what steps kids at each stage of 

physical and spiritual life need to take in their growth, and can create ministry systems to deliver that.  

• A HUMBLE AND CURIOUS LEARNER - Learns from a wide variety of sources, including other churches, 

ministries, writers, courses, and industries, in order to continually improve in ministry impact.  

• FUN - Creates environments that children are eager to be a part of, and is able to be an innovator as culture 

continues to change at a rapid rate. Has the wisdom to know when to adopt cultural trends and when to ignore 

them, and has the Christian conviction to make godly choices.   

• FLEXIBLE - Has an unflappable nature that is not unnerved by kids yelling, volunteers calling in sick, and parents 

fretting - all at the same time!  

• A DEVELOPER OF LEADERS - Always recruiting, encouraging, inspiring and training volunteers. Equips current 

volunteers to take on expanding ownership of the ministry by leading other volunteers.  

• SAFE - Has the administrative competency to ensure that our Children’s Ministry is a safe place for kids, one 

that is clean, secure, and well-staffed.  

• BIBLICALLY WISE - Has a strong personal knowledge of Scripture and is able to teach that to others.  

• A STRONG COMMUNICATOR - Able to communicate clearly orally and in writing.  

 
 
In the materials that follow, you’ll read about our church. We share this so that you can get to know us, and evaluate whether 
we are a potential fit for one another.  
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 OUR VALUES 
 
FAITHFUL COMPASSION 
On the surface, Seal Beach is a community with it all together. But affluence can lead to isolation, loneliness and 
addictions; therefore, many of our ministries seek to engage our community to experience God’s compassion as we 
express the Gospel. We have a heritage of being a rooted, steadfast church in Seal Beach for decades with life-changing 
ministries, not just short-term compassion. 
 
BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW 
Greater Seal Beach has a high percentage of college-educated residents, which sets a high bar for teaching expectations. 
We place a high value on learning God’s Word and how it should shape our approach to the challenges of life. 
 
PARTICIPATORY WORSHIP 
We have a multi-generational mix of young and old, new families, single and college-age worshipers. We believe in helping 
everyone connect with God, both on Sunday and during the week.  
 
MISSIONAL LIFE 
We are each called to participate in the mission of Jesus, whether we are in Japan, on church staff, a retiree, work in the 
marketplace, or stay at home with kids. Additionally, we are committed to local, national and international missions at a 
level beyond most churches of our size.  
 
KNOWN BY NAME 
We value creating an environment to develop authentic relationships. Our size affords us the chance to connect regularly 
with other people who know us and whom we know, but we are big enough that it is not automatic. We want to be a 
church where everyone has a group of people who know them, to the point where they can live out the "one another" 
teachings of Scripture. 

 
  

 OUR HISTORY 
 
While we consider 1944 our official beginning of ministry in Seal Beach, our roots go back to 1939.  We grew out of a little 
storefront Sunday school and church in Naples (a nearby Long Beach neighborhood) under the sponsorship of Long 
Beach’s First Brethren Church. 
 
When the U.S. Army took over that building in 1941, the church moved to its current location in Old Town Seal Beach 
where it was organized and received into the National Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches. Building the chapel during 
wartime required a bit of creativity in finding supplies, but that chapel with its stained glass still stands today as the 
building our youth ministry uses. 
 
In 1984 the church changed its name from Grace Brethren Church to Grace Community Church of Seal Beach, to reflect 
the emphasis and value we place on Grace being a “community church” in the fullest sense of the word. 
 
Today, Grace Community Church of Seal Beach is a medium/large-sized evangelical Christian church, with a Sunday 
attendance of 325 in worship services and 400 in total attendance, serving God in Seal Beach, the surrounding 
communities of Long Beach, Rossmoor, Los Alamitos, Cypress, Huntington Beach and even further. 
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 OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   
We have two hours of Sunday School each week (9:30 and 11), with about half 
of the kids attending both services. From nursery to 5th grade, we have about 45 
kids per week in Sunday school.  
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
During the summer, Grace Community Church leads a week-long morning 
Vacation Bible School, which is well regarded in the community, and presents a 
great opportunity to reach kids with the gospel, with about 200 attending annually.  
 
CAMPS 
Each fall, our church has an “All-Church Camp” for people of all ages in the church, 
including kids. It fits with our emphasis on intergenerational relationships and 
helping kids learn early in life to spend time with God.  
 
 

OTHER PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN  
Our Women’s Ministry Director leads a life group titled, "Impressions” 
which is a “Mommy and Me” group on Wednesday mornings from 
September through May for our preschoolers to have a time of fun 
and fellowship while learning Bible stories as a group with their 
moms. Afterwards the children play in classrooms with volunteers, 
while moms have a time of fellowship, Bible study and adult 
discussion without the distraction of the little ones.  
 
Our Worship Ministry has a kid’s choir (“G-Kids”) that performs in the 
services a few times per year.  

 
 
CHILDREN’S FACILITIES 
In 2014, our church invested $100,000 in completely renovating our Children’s 
Ministry area, including new carpet, cabinetry, and design. A professional set 
designer created a fun, timeless decor for each of the kid’s rooms.  
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 OUR OTHER MINISTRIES 
 
YOUTH MINISTRIES 
Our Middle School and High School ministries provide Bible study and leadership 
opportunities along with camps, mission trips and other exciting activities. In 
addition to youth programs on Sunday mornings, the Middle School meets on 
Tuesday night and the High School meets on Thursday night. Our Middle School 
Director grew up in our church’s Children’s and Youth Ministries.  
 

 
 
 
YOUNG ADULTS 
Our Young Adults ministry helps connect college and 20-something people with 
our inter-generational church, as well as provide life groups specifically targeted 
for young adults. Our Director of Young Adults and Global Mission also focuses 
on how to engage young adults in the mission of God around the world.  

 
ADULT MINISTRIES 
Grace has a collection of wonderful Life Groups, arranged in a variety of ways 
(around Bible study, special interest, gender, marital status, or parenting). All the 
Life Groups help people get into a circle with others who care about them and 
learn how to follow Jesus better.  For a list of our active Life Groups, please 
download the latest booklet from our website at: 
http://www.gracesealbeach.org/#/our-ministries/life-groups. 
 

In addition to providing a number of Life Groups, our Women’s Ministry hosts a 
number of events every year designed to help women think through how to live 
for Christ today. They include retreats, social events, and missional serve events. 
Our Men’s Ministry provides Life Groups for guys, as well as a monthly breakfast focused on topics facing Christian men 
today.   
 
COMPASSION MINISTRIES 
In the last five years, our church has made big strides in helping our people be involved with our compassion ministry 
partners, including the Long Beach Rescue Mission, Precious Life Shelter (crisis pregnancy center), Precious Lamb 
Preschool (a Christian preschool for homeless families that a member of our church started), World Relief (an evangelical 
refugee resettlement organization), and two food banks. We also support chaplains for the police, military, and hospitals, 
a number of whom are members of our church. Additionally, Grace hosts a variety of addiction recovery programs, 
including AA, NA, SA, CODA, and others. 
 
WORSHIP MINISTRY 
We aim for Sunday worship services that are participatory for all generations. Each of our three morning services are 
framed around an intentional, thoughtful liturgy. This includes a variety of musical styles, as well as prayers, readings, 
and creative elements that engage our hearts, minds, and souls in worship. We are grateful for the dozens of volunteers 
who serve as singers, musicians, greeters, and readers. Our Pastor of Worship joined our team at the beginning of 2016, 
and brings a unique background as a licensed spiritual director and a former touring musician.  
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MISSIONS 
Grace Community Church also expresses compassion through the Missions 
Commission, which administers funds and programs that minister to nine 
international and four domestic missionaries and their families, as well as 
providing prayer support and encouragement for many others. We are active 
supporters of Encompass World Partners (www.encompassworldpartners.org), 
the mission organization of our denomination.  
 
There are opportunities for Children’s Ministry to partner with our mission efforts. 
Grace ministers to our missionaries through Project Mission Wish (where we 
purchase desired Christmas gifts for our missionaries and their families) and have partnered with Prison Fellowship in 
the past to provide Christmas presents for inmate’s children.  
 
We are working to expand our short-term mission efforts. Our youth ministry has led intergenerational trips to the 
Philippines, Belize, and other parts of this country in recent years, and Grace has partnered with a pastor training school 
in Malawi (Africa). We would love to see our Children’s Ministry find creative ways to engage with our mission and 
compassion teams to engage kids and families in short-term mission trips, in age appropriate ways.  
 

Additionally, Grace Community Church serves as a sending church for the Eagle Commission, the Grace Brethren 
endorsing agency for chaplains in the military. Currently four chaplains and their families are commissioned through 
the church. 
 
STEPHEN MINISTRY 
We believe God has commanded us to carry one another's burdens, and one way we do that is through coming alongside 
those in pain. Grace Community Church participates in the internationally recognized Stephen Ministry program. Stephen 
Ministers are Grace members who provide one-to-one care to individuals 18 years and older who are experiencing many 
kinds of difficult life transitions, losses, or grief. Stephen Ministers receive more than 50 hours of initial classroom training 
as well as continuing education and peer supervision.  Grace has trained more than 50 Stephen Ministers since 2002, 
and today the program involves 22 members of our body. 

 
 

 OUR COMMUNITY 
 
The City of Seal Beach has a uniqueness that sets it apart from the surrounding megalopolis of greater Los Angeles 
and Orange Counties.  Seal Beach is geographically separated from the surrounding areas by water - the Pacific Ocean 
to the south, the San Gabriel River to the west, and Anaheim Bay and the National Wildlife Refuge to the east. 
 
The city consists of several distinct neighborhoods and areas. Old Town is the original portion of Seal Beach along the 
coast and the site of Grace Community Church. The Hill, College Park East and College Park West are fairly typical 
suburban neighborhoods. The largest population center is Leisure World, a retirement community for those 55 and 
older.   
  
Over half of the city’s geography is made up of the Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach, which houses several hundred 
military personnel. The inhabitants tend to be young military families, many with children, and many of whom attend or 
have attended Grace Community Church. The Boeing Company is the largest employer in the city with significant office 
space and a variety of industrial buildings.  
 
Seal Beach property values are high, compared with inland areas.  Home values along the “Gold Coast” (homes built 
along the beach in Old Town) are typically in the multi-million-dollar range.  These high property values result in the Old 
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Town population being typically older and perhaps more established than other areas of Los Angeles and Orange 
Counties. Yet, there are significant rental properties in Old Town that tend to attract younger residents, drawn by the 
beach life. 
  
The heart of Seal Beach is its Main Street, Municipal Pier, and beach 
areas.  This is where the following public events take place:  Classic 
Car Show in April; kite flying contests; surfing contests; Junior 
Lifeguards; summer concerts; the 5K/10K Run; Christmas Parade, 
etc.  The church is an active participant in some of these activities.   
 
Three miles from Grace Community Church are the Veterans’ 
Administration Hospital in Long Beach and California State University 
with a student population of more than thirty thousand.  The church 
has outreach to both these institutions. 
   
For additional information: 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_Beach,_California 
http://sealbeachchamber.org/seal-beach-life/welcome/ 
www.scag.ca.gov/resources/pdfs/2011LP/Orange/SealBeach.pdf 

 
  

 OUR CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
 
Grace Community Church of Seal Beach is affiliated with the Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches.  The church is 
independently chartered, has its own constitution and by-laws, and is governed by a Board of Elders.  The Board of 
Elders has final oversight responsibilities for the affairs of the church.  Our senior and associate pastors serve on the 
Board of Elders.  
 
We have three full-time pastors who form the “Pastoral Leadership Team,” as well as an additional five ministry 
directors who work with the pastors on the “Ministry Leadership Team.”  
 
It is an exciting time to come on the team at Grace. We have just completed a senior pastor transition process, and we 
are developing a ministry team that is committed to the next generation. Grace has a history of long-term staff, due to 
the support of the congregation and the value on long-term fruitfulness rather than short-term results.  

 
  

 WHAT WE BELIEVE 
  
GOD 
We believe that there is one true God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe that the 
Triune God is the Creator of all things visible and invisible and that a belief in this truth is necessary to understand the 
meaning and purpose of all reality. 
 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
We believe in the pre-existence and deity of our Lord Jesus Christ and in his incarnation through the Virgin Mary and his 
full humanity. We believe in his sinless, obedient life, the reality of his recorded miracles and in forgiveness of sin 
through his shed blood on the Cross. We believe in his bodily resurrection, his ascension and his present ministry at the 
right hand of the Father. We believe in his personal Second Coming. 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT 
We believe in the present personal ministry of the Holy Spirit in every believer. We believe every believer is indwelt by the 
Spirit, baptized by the Spirit into the Body of Christ and equipped by the Spirit with various spiritual gifts. We believe it is 
the will of God that every believer be empowered, or filled, with the Holy Spirit for effective service. 
 
THE SCRIPTURES 
We believe the Bible, the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired, infallible, authoritative Word 
of God, altogether sufficient for all matters of faith and practice. 
 
HUMANITY 
We believe that God created man as male and female in his own Image. We believe each person has infinite worth and 
is answerable to his Creator. We believe man has fallen into sin resulting in spiritual death, and that the new birth, or 
regeneration, is necessary for his salvation. 
 
SALVATION 
We believe in a complete and eternal salvation by God's grace alone, received as a gift of God through personal faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
THE ONE TRUE CHURCH 
We believe in the spiritual unity of all who have faith in Jesus Christ. We also believe in the organization of believers into 
local churches for worship, edification and witness. 
 
ORDINANCES 
We believe that Christ has ordained that his Church observe the Sacraments of Baptism and Communion. 
 
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
We believe God calls every Christian to a life of good works and spiritual freedom, service to the church and 
community, separation unto God's will and away from evil. We believe in the sanctity of the home, purity in sexual 
relationships, the sacredness of human life, the necessity of manifesting the fruit of the Spirit and a Christ-like 
character, and the importance of a life of prayer, Bible study, Christian fellowship and personal witness. 
 
SATAN 
We believe in the existence of the Devil as a distinct, created personal being, the great adversary of God and his people. 
We believe in Satan's final defeat and judgment. 
 
THE SECOND COMING 
We believe in the personal and visible return of our Lord Jesus Christ to join his church with himself, to defeat evil and 
to establish his rule as King of Kings. We believe that this truth should lead Christians to live godly, productive lives in 
the present world and to await eagerly his appearing. 
 
FUTURE LIFE 
We believe that death is gain for Christians, for they enter the presence of the Lord. We believe that there will be a 
resurrection and a judgment of both the righteous and the unrighteous; the righteous will enter eternal blessings and 
the unrighteous eternal condemnation. 
 
In addition to our statement of faith above, which all Grace members agree to, our church also has a list of teaching 
positions available here.  
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 JOB DESCRIPTION  
 
POSITION: Director of Children’s Ministry  
 
DATE: July 2017 
 
PURPOSE: Develop compassionate Christian leaders who disciple children in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
SCOPE: Oversee all aspects of Grace’s ministry to children, their parents and volunteers.  
 
AUTHORITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY: Authority is granted for carrying out the details of this responsibility 
within the policies and procedures established by the church. This position is under the supervision of the Associate 
Pastor. This is a ministerial position.  
 
RESPONSIBILITIES  

 

Weekly  

• Design and execute a ministry strategy for children (Nursery thru 5th grade) that is thoughtful about spiritual 
formation, education, and childhood development.  

• Create and oversee a Sunday morning Children’s Ministry that is a safe and fun environment for kids to learn 
the Bible in age-appropriate ways. Select and implement curriculum that is in alignment with our church’s 
statement of faith and teaching positions.  

• Develop a midweek children’s program that furthers the vision of Children’s Ministry beyond what Sunday 
morning can accomplish. 

• Recruit, train, encourage and inspire volunteers to create a thriving Children’s Ministry.  Develop volunteer 
leaders who can lead other volunteers.  

• Ensure that the Children’s Ministry areas are clean, safe, and up-to-date.  
• Manage the administrative duties of Children’s Ministry, including the budget, check-in procedures, 

background checks and compliance with safety policies.  
• Communicate regularly with parents and volunteers about the vision, values, and events of Children’s Ministry.  
• Work as a member of the Ministry Leadership Team with other ministry directors, including participating in the 

weekly meeting on Tuesday afternoons.   
 

Seasonal  
• Create opportunities throughout the year for children in our community to connect with God through our 

church. This can include programs such as VBS, Seal Beach community events, lock-ins, etc. 
• Lead annual retreat opportunities (such as bringing a group of our kids to a winter camp) for children to make 

spiritually significant decisions.  
• Lead the children’s portion of our All-Church Camp.  
• Create age-appropriate opportunities for children to engage with our church’s compassion and mission work.  
• Equip parents to help their children live as disciples of Jesus by providing seasonal parent training events.  
• Ensure that the few all-church events each year that need childcare are fully staffed with qualified childcare 

workers.  
• Collaborate with the Middle School Director on an effective promotion process for children going into our 

youth ministry. 
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Occasional  
• Provide pastoral care to members of our church and community, as needed.  
• Participate in the sacramental events of the church, baptism and communion, as directed by the Senior 

Pastor.  
 
CONFIDENTIALITY: Appreciation by all church staff for the sensitive nature of much of the information 
encountered in the course of church employment is expected.  It is to be stressed that this position is a highly 
responsible position demanding great regard for the confidential treatment of sensitive information.  The highest 
standards of integrity, dependability, and confidentiality are demanded by this position. 


