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In late July of 1880, Daniel Brenneman oversaw the first 10-
day camp meeting on the grounds of what we now know 
as Prairie Camp. Every year since, people have returned for 
respite, renewal and revival. 

Each year, 3,400 children, youth, mothers and 
fathers, grandparents, and spiritual leaders 
call Prairie Camp home for a few weeks or 
even just a few days. Kids come from all 
walks of life for our summer camps – an 
estimated 25% with no church background 
at all. It’s the site of youth and adult retreats, 
pastoral respites, team building and training, 
family reunions and year round rentals.

A Solid Financial Foundation
Prairie Camp went through some hard times in recent 
decades. But with excellent stewardship, the work of many 
volunteers, the talents of a thrifty and innovative camp direc-
tor and most importantly God’s blessing, the camp is on solid 
financial footing. In fact, despite the pandemic, as of 2021 
we’ve had a budget surplus for 5 years running. We have built 
a six-figure rainy day fund to ensure the camp will not be a 
burden to the North Central District in the future. 

“Prairie Camp has touched countless hearts and lives for the  
 Kingdom in its 140 year history.It’s destined to touch many more.”

530 
Kids
grow spirtually 
at camp 
each year



All that has been achieved while constructing a beautiful re-
treat center, a new state-of-the-art restroom facility, complete 
renovation of a key dormitory and the purchase and renovation 
of many cabin facilities.

Challenges in the Very Heart of Camp
Amazing as those recent projects have been, our kitchen and din-
ing facility is our most daunting need and one that is well beyond 

the scope of our annual budget. At roughly 70 years old with 
many inherent issues, it is in rapid decline despite the best efforts 
of our caretakers.

Water pours in from higher ground to the 
south and conflicting roof lines funnel 
more ice and water in from above. Floors 
are cracking and heaving, and the kitchen 
is sinking. Dry rot is pervasive and we’re 
constantly fighting animal intrusions.

The facility is without air conditioning and uninsulat-
ed, making work during the peak months of summer 
unbearable for our generous staff, and unusable in the 
off season. Appliances, coolers and freezers are at the 
end of their life cycles and failing. The kitchen is crowd-
ed, undersized and underpowered, making it extremely 

difficult to safely produce the 9,000 meals required annually at our camps. 

“I gave my life 
to the Lord my 
very first week. 
It has become a 
sanctuary for me 
where I can have 
fun and not be  
judged. I made so 
many friends and 
every year it’s 
one thing I look  
forward to.“

Below: Prairie Camp 
attendees in 1930 gather 
for a group photo.



The Renovated Kitchen & Dining Facility
We’ve carefully developed an efficient plan to expand and renovate for our 
current needs, while ensuring future growth flexibility. The beautiful exposed 
wood structure of the existing core will remain and be renovated, while the 
dilapidating two-story structure will be removed and replaced with a new 
state-of-the-art kitchen addition.

9,000 
Meals
served each year
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“So much spiritual ground has 
been taken while fellowshipping 
around these tables.”

“All week long I 
felt God tugging at 
my heart… Because 
of Prairie Camp, 
I now have had 
Jesus in my heart 
for 52 years.”



More Comfortable Dining 
The centralized indoor seating 
and additional covered outdoor 
areas expand capacity while the 
well insulated, climate-controlled 
facility will be more comfortable for 
patrons and staff.

Safe, Clean, Efficient Kitchen 
The new safe, clean, well-lit kitchen 
features a more efficient layout and 
better storage.

Increased Revenue
The insulated, heated and cooled 
facility can extend the rental season 
for additional revenue generation.

Protection From  
Elements & Animals 
New drainage and grading to the 
south prevents groundwater issues 
while the new roof means no more 
leaks. Modern building techniques 
ensure animal intrusions will no 
longer be a constant battle.

Reliable Service  
& Reduced Cost 
Updated utilities, refrigeration and 
appliances reduce maintenance 
costs and prevent outages and 
failures during peak demand.

Planned for the Future 
Proactive plans allow for a dramatic 
dining space extension to the 
south should the need arise in the 
decades to come.

2

1

2

3

4

5

6

5

“I cannot imagine the immense 
amount of pivotal faith 
conversations that have taken 
place in these dining rooms… 
and the lives that have been 
transformed because of them.”



Share the Bread of Life for Generations to Come
As a board, we firmly believe God has great plans for Prairie Camp. While the 
tangible benefits the new kitchen and dining facility will provide are obvi-
ous, it’s really the spiritual benefits that excite us most. An investment here 
will produce dividends for the Kingdom for many decades to come.  

Required Investment & Funding Plan

After consulting with several area construction companies about various 
plan options, we’ve set a $650,000 budget for this project. We believe this 
realistic and attainable goal will be realized through the generous support 
of churches, grants, organizations, families and individuals. 

To do so, we need to secure a range of commitments over the 2-year 
campaign. We understand every congregation, organization and family 
have unique financial situations. Every gift will be greatly appreciated. We 
only ask for you to prayerfully consider what amount God may put on your 
hearts and be faithful to his direction. 

Commitments Ind. Total Weekly Monthly Annually Total Pledged

1 $100,000 $962 $4,167 $50,000 $100,000
2 $50,000 $481 $2,083 $25,000 $100,000
3 $30,000 $288 $1,250 $15,000 $90,000
4 $18,000 $173 $750 $9,000 $72,000
6 $12,000 $115 $500 $6,000 $72,000

10 $6,000 $58 $250 $3,000 $60,000
20 $3,000 $29 $125 $1,500 $60,000
25 $1,500 $14 $63 $750 $37,500
35 $1,000 $10 $42 $500 $35,000
40 $600 $6 $25 $300 $24,000

145 $650,500

“In an increasingly hostile world, with your support, Prairie Camp can con-
tinue to be a harbinger of respite and revival; a place where new generations 
will feel God’s call on their heart, where lives will continue to be changed.”

“ I went sobbing 
up the short 
aisle with some 
other children, 
the teacher met 
us at the bench-
type altar, prayed 
with us, and my 
spiritual journey 
officially began! As 
I look back upon 
my seemingly short 
81 years, I am so 
thankful for the 
Godly, spiritual 
environment…”

$650,000
needs to be raised to 
build the new facility



Donating is Easy
Thank you for your 
faithful, generous 
support. You can 
make donations 
in whatever way is 
most convenient.

Give online by scanning the QR 
code above or visting prairiecamp.
org/donate. Please designate your 
donation as “Kitchen Capital Cam-
paign” and select “Regularly” if you 
wish to spread your contribution 
over time.

Mail a check or pledge card to:  
Prairie Camp Kitchen Campaign 
3301 Benham Ave. Elkhart, IN 46517

“I don’t believe we 
actually said two 
words to each 
other that week, 
but we both knew, 
it was true love… 
Now, almost 26 
years since we 
first met at camp, 
we have been 
married for almost 
9 years with two 
boys who now 
attend Family 
Camp on their 
own… Thank you 
Prairie Camp, for 
helping to create 
this family that I 
hold so dear.”

Have Questions?
Visit prairiecamp.org/
kitchen and follow us 
on Facebook for up-
dates on this project. If 
you have any questions, 
contact Josh Fisher at 
(574) 903-7578 or email  
kitchenfunding@mcncd.org.

Other Ways to Help
Pray for resources and service 
providers to help complete the 
project in a timely manor. 

Advocate for support from your 
local congregation and organi-
zations you are connected with 
by talking about the project and 
connecting camp leadership to 
key decision makers.

Host a Fundraiser to help fund 
the project.

Donate or Discount Products & 
Services from your business that 
may be used in construction.

Volunteer to help with ancillary 
tasks before and after the proj-
ect construction phase.



Prairie Camp Kitchen Campaign 
3301 Benham Ave. Elkhart, IN 46517 

(574)293-1332 
prairiecamp.org 

facebook.com/prairiecamp
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