
LESSON 6: 1 & 2 SAMUEL 

Transition from Theocracy to 
Monarchy 



Reminder 

• The Book of Judges ends with the refrain, “In those days there was no 

king in Israel and every man did what was right in his own eyes.” 

• Though God was their king, they didn’t consider Him as such and so 

lived as though He never existed or mattered. 



As a Result 
• There was spiritual apostacy – increased idol worship with every generation 

worser than the generation before. 

• This led to moral decadence since there was no centralized determinant of 

acceptable collective social and moral behavior 

• It culminated into political anarchy reflected in genocide – the whole tribe of 

Benjamin was wiped out except 600 young men. 



One Thing Led to Another

• Spiritual Apostacy                moral decadence               Political anarchy 



1 SAMUEL 

• The two books of 1 & 2 Samuel appear as one in the Hebrew 

Bible 

• Samuel was the last judge of Israel 

• 1st Samuel records the transition of Israel from a Theocracy 

under YHHW to a monarchy 



Book Outline 

1. Cpts. 1 – 7. About Samuel & Eli

2. Cpts. 8 – 12. Samuel to Saul 

3. Cpts. 13 – 16. Kingship of Saul

4. Cpts. 16 – 31. Saul and David  



Outline in a Chart



Birth of Samuel

• Hannah asks God for a boy child whom she names Samuel 

Meaning “asked from God”.   1 Sam 1:1 – 23 

• After weaning him, she took him to Eli the priest – lending 

him to the LORD for live. Sam 1:24 – 28 



The Wickedness of the Priesthood: 1 Sam 2 – 3   

1. Eli’s sons were priests but didn’t know the Lord/had no respect 

for YHWH 2:12 

§ Its possible to be a priest and not know or respect the God you 

represent 

2. Behaved like sons of Belial – Robbing God literally  2:13 – 15 

§ 17 So the sin of these young men was very serious in the LORD’s sight, 

for they treated the LORD’s offerings with contempt.



Wickedness of the Priesthood: Temple Prostitution 

•The Priests – sons of Eli – Hophni and Phinehas 

practiced temple prostitution:

• 2:22 Now Eli, who was very old, heard about everything his 

sons were doing to all Israel and how they slept with the 

women who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 



Compare with Deut. 23:17 – 18 

• 17 No Israelite man or woman is to become a shrine prostitute. 

18 You must not bring the earnings of a female prostitute or of 

a male prostitute into the house of the LORD your God to pay 

any vow, because the LORD your God detests them both.



Consequence: 1 Sam 2:27 – 36 
• Loss of priesthood for the house of Eli vs 30

• Shortened lifespan for Eli’s offspring vs 31-33 

• Miserable lifestyle  vs 33 

• Death for Hophni and Phinehas on the same day vs 34

• Poverty and subservience to those who replaced them vs 36 

§ “those who honor me, I will honor. Those who despise me, I will disdain” vs 30

• Our attitude toward God and His service determines how He treats us. 

§ Effects of what we do go beyond us to our generations after us. 



A New Priesthood; 1 Sam 2:35

• 35And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do

according to what is in my heart and in my mind. And I will 

build him a sure house, and he shall go in and out before my 

anointed forever

• The LORD’s anointed points to Christ and so does the faithful 

priest who does all that is in God’s heart and mind 



The Church is the World’s drum Major 

• The world takes cue from the church. As the church is, so is 

the world. If the priesthood honor not the Lord, how shall 

the world? Mal. 2:7-9 

•We are all priests – both the clergy and the laity – 1 Peter 

2:9. 



Call of Samuel: Sam. 3 
Background 

• The word of the Lord was rare/precious in those days: there was 

no frequent/open vision

•When the priesthood fails, morals decay, and God is removed 
from the center of public life – dishonored, His word becomes 
rare. 

• Samuel grew up at just such a time. 



God Appears to Samuel: 3:1 – 21 
• God’s message through Samuel to Eli –

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity 

which he knows; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained 

them not.
18 And Samuel told him every whit and hid nothing from him. And he said, 

He is the LORD: let Him do what seems good to Him.

• Eli did not repent on behalf of his children 



Eli

• A successful priest – a failed parent 

• Not only did he not stop his sons from what they were doing, 

even when he was cautioned, he didn’t take it upon himself 

to intercede for his children. 



The Challenge 
• How different are you and I as parents? 

• Could we be successful 

§ Business moguls 

§ Company executives 

§ Professionals 

§ Academicians 

§ Our fields of engagement and yet failed parents. 

God didn’t fault and therefore judge Eli for failing in his priestly work. He judged 
him for being a failed parent which made his priestly work a nullity. (See Malachi 
2:15) 



Ichabod: Sam 4
1. The capture of the Ark by Philistines, defeat of Israel, and death of Eli the 

priest and his wicked sons – Hophni and Phinehas . 

• Israelites were using the Ark of the Lord as a charm 4:3

• Both sons of Eli die,  and Phinehas’ child is named Ichabod by his dying 

wife – the name means “the glory of the Lord had departed from Israel”. 

She was more perceptive than the priests and the elders of Israel. 



1 Sam 5 – 6 

• YHWH  punishes the Philistines and their god Dagon, 

and the Ark is returned to Israel



1 Sam 7 

• The people repent and turn to the Lord. 

• He subdues the Philistines before Samuel. 

§ These are the Canaanites Israel failed to destroy from the land and of whom 

God had warned they’d become snares to them

§ Deut. 7: 1 – 6, Exod. 23:31 – 33. Philistines remained a constant snare and 

vexation to Israel for centuries. 



Samuel had played the Role of;



A Demand for a King: 1 Sam 8 – 11 

•When Samuel grew old, the people demanded for a king

§ 8:4 Finally, all the elders of Israel met at Ramah to discuss the 

matter with Samuel. 

§ 8:5 “Look,” they told him, “you are now old, and your sons are not 

like you. Give us a king to judge us like all the other nations have.”



Samuel’s Reaction 

•8:6 Samuel was displeased with their request 

and went to the LORD for guidance.



God’s Response: 1 Sam 8:7 – 9  
• 8:7 “Do everything they say to you,” the LORD replied, “for they are 

rejecting me, not you. They don’t want me to be their king any longer. 
8 Ever since I brought them from Egypt, they have continually 

abandoned me and followed other gods. And now they are giving you 

the same treatment. 

• 9 Do as they ask, but solemnly warn them about the way a king will 

reign over them.”



Not Separation but Similarity 
• They had acted and lived as if they had no king – everybody 

as they saw fit in their own eyes.

•Now they are emboldened. They are telling God to the face 

they don’t want Him as their king. 

• They also don’t want to be separate/different from other 

nations. They want to be like others around them. 



Total Rejection of YHWH as King: 1 Sam 8:19-20 

8:19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel’s warning. “Even so, 

we still want a king,” they said. 

8:20 “We want to be like the nations around us. Our king will judge us 

and lead us into battle.”

• They want their own king to judge them and 

• To lead them in battle/fight for them – Not YHWH 

• The people, like their priests, reject the LORD & His rule 



Note

• How often do we also want to be like those around us –

particularly when they seem to be more successful in what 

they are doing than us? 



Saul Anointed King: 1 Sam 10 -
10:19 But though I have rescued you from your misery and distress, you 

have rejected your God today and have said, ‘No, we want a king 

instead!’ Now, therefore, present yourselves before the LORD by tribes 

and clans.”

10:24 Then Samuel said to all the people, “This is the man the LORD has 

chosen as your king. No one in all Israel is like him!”
And all the people shouted, “Long live the king!”



1 Sam 11 

• Saul fights and defeats the Ammonites and is 

established as king over Israel 



1 Sam 12: Rebukes and Assurance 

•Samuel rebukes and warns the people for rejecting 

YHWH as their God, preferring a human king. (vss. 17 

– 19). 

•Assures them of God’s protection if they obey the 

Lord 



Saul’s Disobedience and Rejection by YHWH; 1 Sam 13 

• Saul disobeys the Lord in the battle with the Philistines –

Couldn’t wait for Samuel. 

•God rejects him as king. 

• God finds for Himself a man after His own heart (13:14). 





Victory over Philistines. 1 Sam 14

•God gives Israel victory over philistines 

through Jonathan. 



Saul’s 2nd Disobedience, 2nd Rejection 1 Sam 15 

• War with the Amalekites and Saul disobeys again. God rejects Saul as king. 

• 15:22 But Samuel replied, “What is more pleasing to the LORD: your burnt offerings 

and sacrifices or your obedience to his voice?

Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission is better than 

offering the fat of rams.
23 Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as worshiping 

idols. So, because you have rejected the command of the LORD, he has rejected 

you as king.”



David Anointed King: 1 Sam 16 

•God chose and anointed David in place of king Saul 

because of his persistent disobedience 

• The Holy Spirit came upon David vs 13

• The Holy Spirit departed from Saul and was replaced 

by an evil spirit to torment him vs 14



Lessons 

• God’s continued anointing depends on one’s continued 

obedience

• Since nature abhors a vacuum, the departure of God’s Spirit is 

inevitably replaced by a tormenting spirit (see Luke 11:24-26).  



Another war with Philistines: 1 Sam 17 

•Another battle with the Philistines and David kills 

Goliath 



The Descend of Saul: 1 Sam 18 – 30 
• The Spirit departs (16:14)

• Jealous of David (18:9)

• Deceptive (18:9)

• Lies to his own son (19:6)

• Attempts to kill David (19 & 23)

• Murders priest of Nob and losses respect of his servants (22)

• Resorts to witchcraft (28)

• God becomes his enemy (28:16)

• Saul commits suicide (31) 



2 SAMUEL

REIGN OF KING DAVID



General Outline 

1.1 – 10. David’s Triumphs 
a. 1 – 4 Reigning in Hebron 
b. 5 – 10 Reigning in Jerusalem 

2.11 – 20. David’s Troubles  

a. 11 – 12 with Himself 

b. 13 – 18 with His Family 

c. 19 – 20 with His Nation 

d. 21 – 24 a famine, a Song, a prophesy, a failure 



Outline in a Chart



DAVID & ISHBOSHETH 

• Cpt 1 David laments for Saul and Jonathan – like Christ, 
weeping for those who have rejected him. 
• Cpts 2 – 4 David anointed king over Judah in Hebron 
• Cpt 4 Ishbosheth Murdered in Gilead 
• Cpt. 5 David anointed king over all Israel 

§David conquers and makes Jerusalem his city 
§David defeats the philistines 





DAVID’S UNITED KINGDOM 



The Ark Moves to Jerusalem 

Brings the Ark to Jerusalem with much rejoicing 



The Davidic Covenant: 7:1 – 17 



Davidic Covenant is Uncaused – By Grace 

• David did not ask God to make a covenant with him. 

• God did it of His own volition and unconditionally. 



A Prayer of Thanksgiving:7:18 – 29 

•David offers a prayer of thanksgiving



The Kingdom Expands: 2 Sam 8 – 10 
• Victory over the Philistines 8:1
• Victory over Moab 8:2
• Victory over Zobah 8:3 
• Victory over Syria 8:5-6
• Victory over Edom and Amalek 8:12
• Victory over Ammon 10:1 – 14 
• Victory over Syria and all her allies 10:15 – 19 



Expanded Kingdom of David 



DAVID’S MORAL FAILURE 
• After God’s 

1. Uncaused covenant, 

2. A series of victories over other nations,  

3. Expansion of his kingdom and 

4. Creating for him an empire, 

David is defeated by his own appetites of the flesh 



David’s Chain of Sins: 11
•David commits adultery with Bathsheba – Uria’s wife 

11:1 – 5 

•Bathsheba becomes pregnant and David tries to hide 

his sin by getting Uria to sleep with his wife 11:6 – 13 

•David arranges Uria’s death 11: 14 – 25 

•David marries Bathsheba 11:26 – 27 



Consequences of David’s Sins: 12 – 20 

• Rebuke by Nathan the prophet 12

§ The sword shall never depart from his house for despising the Lord 

12:10 

§ God would give David’s wives to his neighbor to sleep with them 

publicly 12:11 – 12 

§ The child of adultery will die 12:14 



Consequences of David’s Sins Cont. 
• The Child dies 12:15 – 23 

• His son Amnon rapes his daughter Tamar 13:1 – 22 

• His son Absalom murders Amnon 13:23 – 33 

• Absalom conspires against David 15:1 – 12 

• David flees Jerusalem 15:13 – 16:14 

• Absalom sleeps with David’s 10 concubines in broad daylight 16:15 – 23 

• Absalom is killed 18:1 – 18  

• David grieves for Absalom 18:19 – 33 



Consequences of David’s Sins Cont. 
• David returns to Jerusalem 19 

• Sheba – a Benjamite rebels against David and all Israel with him except 

Judah leading to a civil war  20 



A famine and killing of Saul’s Descendants 21:1 – 14 

• A three-year famine ravages the land 

• Gibeonites avenge themselves by killing the family of king 

Saul 



War with the Philistines 

• There were 4 wars with the Philistines 21:15 – 22 



A Song of Praise & Last Words  

•David composes a song of Thanksgiving for God’s 

deliverance from all his enemies 22



David’s Last Words & Mighty Men

• David’s last words 23:1 – 7 

• David’s mighty men 23:8 – 39 



The Census 24 
• David takes a census of the people against God’s will 24:1 – 9 

§ He was putting his confidence in the numbers of his people rather 

than in the LORD 

• David given 3 choices as punishment 

§ Three years of famine 

§ Three months of defeat by his enemies 

§ Three days of pestilence 

• David chooses three days of pestilence, and 70,000 men die 



The Threshing Floor of Araunah: 24:18-25  
• David buys the threshing floor of Araunah and makes an offering there
• The plague stops 
• See 2 Chron. 3:1 & Gen. 22

• 2 Chron. 3:1 

• 3:1 Then Solomon began to build the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem on 

Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to his father David. It was on 

the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite, the place provided by David.


