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Paris shooting by islamists



Syrian Coptic Christians beheaded 
by isis



American blogger killed in 
Bangladesh by Islamic radicals









! Bernard Haykel, the foremost secular 
authority on the Islamic State’s 

ideology, believes the group is trying 
to re-create the earliest days of Islam 
and is faithfully reproducing its norms 

of war. “There is an assiduous, 
obsessive seriousness” about the 

group’s dedication to the text of the 
Koran, he says. 



Sept 11: A date in history

! “To [al Qaeda], the Crusades were a continual historical 
process that would never be resolved until the final victory 
of Islam. They bitterly perceived the contradiction 
embodied by Islam’s long, steady retreat from the gates of 
Vienna, where on September 11–that now resonant date–
in 1683, the king of Poland began the battle that turned 
back the farthest advance of Muslim armies. For the next 
three hundred years, Islam would be overshadowed by the 
growth of Western Christian societies. Yet bin Laden and his 
Arab Afghans believed that, in Afghanistan, they had 
turned the tide and that Islam was again on the march.” 
Lawrence Wright in Looming Tower



Clash of Civilization

“Human beings are divided along cultural lines — 
Western, Islamic, Hindu and so on. There is no 

universal civilization. Instead, there are these cultural 
blocks, each within its own distinct set of values. The 
Islamic civilization is the most troublesome. People in 

the Arab world do not share the general 
suppositions of the Western world. Their primary 

attachment is to their religion, not to their nation-
state. Their culture is inhospitable to certain liberal 

ideals, like pluralism, individualism and democracy.”  
Samuel Huntington in The Clash of Civilization



Understanding Islam

! In the year 610 AD 
Muhammad reportedly 

received his first revelation 
from the angel Gabriel, 
which was eventually 
compiled into Quran.



Defining ISLAM

The term Islam means  
submission to the will of God, 
and the person who submits is 

called a Muslim



Why understand Islam?

! Islam in one of the leading religions in 
in our world today. There is a huge 
presence of Muslims in the western 

world. It is the only religion that 
competes for world dominance 

besides Christianity



More than a religion

! Islam contains a theology, 
a ideology, a civil law and 

political worldview that 
demands complete control 
of the lives of its adherents. 

 



Koran

! Muslims think highly of the 
Quran, it is almost worshipped . 
The closest comparison to 
Quran in Christianity is Christ 
himself



Five Pillars of Islam

!1) The Declaration of Faith 
!2) Prayer 
!3) Zakat 
!4) Fasting 
!5) Pilgrimage



A difference in the idea of God

! The Allah of Islam 
is not the God of 

the Bible



What is ISIS or IS all 
about?

ISIS or IS is a fundamentalist  
Islamic, death cult, that is 

attempting to reinstate the 
Islamic Caliphate---the 

return to Islamic 
dominance
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