
Cover-to Cover: Lesson 5

Joshua, Judges, and Ruth 

Fulfilled Promises, Struggle as Nation Under God, and 

the Seed of Hope 



Recap 

• God had promised Abraham both progeny and land in Gen.12:1 – 3.

• He confirmed it with an oath in Gen.15. 

• He extended the same promise to Isaac (26:3-4), and to Jacob (28:13-14). 

• While He fulfilled the promise of progeny over time (process), He fulfills 

the land promise as a specific event over 500 years later – at the 

appointed time. 

• The land promise was predicated on the progeny promise. 



Reason for Delay in Actualizing Land Promise to 
the Patriarchs 
• The iniquity of the Amorites was not yet full.

• The removal of the Amorites was a judgment for their wickedness. 

• Time for their judgment wasn’t due. 

• In choosing Abraham, God was inaugurating the judgment process for the 
wicked Canaanites/Amorites. 

• It took over 500 years from Abraham to judgment of the Amorites

• Piling up iniquity – God might seem slow to judge but He shall – then there 
shall be no excuse (Gen.15:16, Deut. 9:4 - 5). 



Exodus 

• God fulfills His promise to Abraham of taking his seed out of Egypt after 400 
years of living in a foreign land. 

• God was preserving them from defilement by Canaanites and forging them into a 
distinct people in Egypt. 

• They had gathered into a critical mass by the end of 400 yrs to conquer and 
possess the land. 

• Sometimes God seems to delay in fulfilling His promises in order to build our 
capacity to accommodate them. At the appointed time, He fulfills them (He has 

made all things beautiful at His time – Ecc.3:11). 



Numbers 
• The Lord caused Israelites to meander and wander in the wilderness for 40 years because 

of their unbelief.

• The fulfilment of God’s promises is predicated on our faith. 

• Unbelief either delays or hinders fulfilment of the promises (Lk. 1:45, Num. 14:10-12).  

• In Joshua, God fulfills the promise to give land to Abraham’s progeny – 500-600 years 

since the promise. 

• Moses had brought the Israelites upto the plains of Moab, stood on Mt. Nebo and saw 

the land, died, and God buried him in a valley there (Deut. 34:5-6). 

• God buries His workers, but His work continues. 



Deuteronomy 

• A book of remembrance – A reminder of 

§ their past, 

§ their present and 

§ their future.  



Joshua 

• His actual name – Hoshea meaning - salvation (Num. 13:16). 

• Moses changed it to – Joshua meaning – YHWH is salvation.

• He had been Moses’ servant/aide all through the wilderness period. 

• He was also the military leader against Amalek (Exo. 17:8-16.  

• Called to lead a new generation into a new challenge. 



General Outline of Joshua 

1. Preparing to Enter the Land – Josh. 1 – 5  

2. Conquering the Land – Josh. 6 – 12 

3. Distributing the Land – Josh. 13 – 22 

4.Joshua’s farewell speeches & Death – Josh. 23 – 24 



Preparation to Enter the Land: Joshua 1 – 5 

• God’s Encouragement to Joshua – 1:1 - 9

§Be strong & very courageous. 

§The challenges are formidable but: 

üAssurance of God’s presence

üAssurance of victory over the inhabitants of the land 

üThe land is already theirs for the taking – boundaries set

• Assurance of people’s obedience 1:16-18



Encouragement by Rahab
•Remember Num. 13:31 – 33 
31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those 
people; they are stronger than we are.” 

32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they 
had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All 
the people we saw there are of great size. 
33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the 
Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked 
the same to them.”



Compare with a Report from the Land: Joshua 2:8 - 11
• 8 Before the spies lay down for the night, Rahab went up on the roof 

• 9 and said to them, “I know that the LORD has given you this land and that a great fear of 

you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of 

you. 

• 10 We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came 

out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the 

Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. 

• 11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of 

you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.

• She had more confidence in YHWH than the Israelites themselves 



The Scarlet Thread of Redemption: 2:17 – 19 

• 17 Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be binding 

on us 

• 18 unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window 

through which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and 

mother, your brothers and all your family into your house. 

• 19 If any of them go outside your house into the street, their blood will be on their 

own heads; we will not be responsible. As for those who are in the house with 

you, their blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on them. 



The Report by Spies: 2:24

• 24 They said to Joshua, “The LORD has surely given the whole land into our 

hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us.”

• The 12 spies had walked by sight. They brought a negative report. The two 

spies encountered the faith of a Canaanite woman and it built theirs. They 

gave a positive report. 

• And “But my righteous one will live by faith. And I take no pleasure

in the one who shrinks back.(Heb. 10:38),

• For we live by faith, not by sight. (2Cor. 5:7)



Consecration & Crossing the Jordan: Josh.3-4
• Moving from Shittim to Jordan – 3

• Self-sanctification 

• The Ark and priests to lead the way 

• The people to follow at a distance that they may know the way

• God stops the river from flowing and the people cross on dry land as the priests 

carrying the Ark stand in the midst of the river. 
§ Reminiscent of the crossing of the Red Sea by the previous generation. 

§ A separation from the past, 

§ a new beginning, 

§ the entering into the promise. 3:14-17



Stepping into God’s Promise: Josh 5
• Fear fell on all the inhabitants of the land and their kings when they heard what 

God did by separating the Jordan for Israel to pass on dry land – 5:1

• Circumcising the Israelites @ Gilgal 

§ cutting off the reproach of Egypt – 5:2 – 9

• Passover observed @ Gilgal and 

• The manna ceased as people ate the fruit of the land 5:10-12 

• The Captain of the Army of the Lord appears to Joshua 5:13-15 –

§ who is this captain? 

§ He accepts worship and demands such. 



Artist’s Impression of the Walls of Jericho 



Command & Obedience: Joshua 6 



Matching Around Jericho 



The Conquest: Josh. 6 – 12 



Jericho

• At Jericho – The people obeyed, and God gave them great victory.

§ Went round Jericho once every day for six days

§ On the 7th day they went round 7 times 

§ Joshua gave them a charge to destroy everything except Rahab 

and her family lest they bring disaster to Israel (6:15-21)

§ They shouted and the huge & thick walls came crushing down 

§ Rahab and her whole family are saved (6:22-23). 



Sin in the Camp: Joshua 7
• At Ai – a smaller city, Israel was thoroughly beaten 

§ There was presumption – relied on themselves (7:2-3) 

§ The people overcome with fear after defeat

§ The people have sinned and made liable to destruction (7:10-12)

§ Achan identified as the culprit and stoned to death (7:14-26) 
• Note: Achan’s description of what Happened (7:20-21). 

§ 20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I 

have done: 

§ 21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia…, I coveted them, and I  took 

them...” (The eyes, the heart, the hands)

§ Take care what you see. 



The Gibeonite Deception:9:1 – 27 
• 3 When the people of Gibeon heard, what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai,
• 4 they resorted to a ruse…

• 6 …“We have come from a distant country; make a treaty with us.”
• 8 … But Joshua asked, “Who are you and where do you come from?”
• 9 They answered: “Your servants have come from a very distant country because of the fame of the LORD your 

God. For we have heard reports of him: all that he did in Egypt, 
• 10 and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan—Sihon king of Heshbon, and Og king 

of Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth
• 14 The Israelites sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the LORD. 15 Then Joshua made a treaty of 

peace with them to let them live, and the leaders of the assembly ratified it by oath.
• 16 Three days after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the Israelites heard that they were neighbors,

living near them.

§ Note: Take care whom you covenant with while entering your blessings. Remember the deceiver of the whole world is on 

the prowl (Rev. 12:9). These Gibeonites ended up being a thorn in the flesh of Israel 

§ Rom. 13:12 – put off the works of darkness, put on the armor of light. 

§ Col.3:9 Put off the old nature & its practices. 

§ Eph. 4:22 -24 Put off the old nature, be renewed in spirit, put on the new nature created after God



Land as Distributed by Joshua: Joshua 13 – 22 



Joshua’s Farewell to Leaders: Josh 23
• God has fought for you vs.3 

• Still much land to be conquered vs.4 

• The LORD Himself will push them out for your sake vs.5 

• Be strong, be courageous, keep the law vs 6

• Separate yourself from the people of the land & their gods vs 7

• Hold fast to the LORD vs 8

• Remember God’s faithfulness vs 9-10

• Be careful to love the LORD your God 

• If you don’t then God will quickly turn against you and cause you to perish out of this 

good land. He is faithful to His word either way – to prosper you or to destroy you. Vs 14-
16. 



Renewing the Covenant at Shechem: 24
• A recounting of YHWH’s works since Terah to possession of the land vs 1-13 
• Choose whom to worship & serve vs 14-15 
• The People: The LORD has done great things for us. We will serve Him because 

He is our God. vs 16-18 
• Joshua: No, you cannot serve the LORD. He’s holy & will consume you for your 

rebellion vs 19-20 
• The people: No, but we will serve the LORD (21,24)
• Joshua made a covenant for the people & reaffirmed YHWH’s law vs 25-28
• Joshua dies vs 29-30 
• Israel served the LORD during the lifetime of those who had seen God’s works. 

Vs 31. 



LESSONS FROM JOSHUA 
• Conquest precedes possession. 

• God had given them the land. In principle, the battle had been won. 

• But the Israelites needed to actualize that victory through aligning themselves with God,

• They needed to take in God’s course as their own – own the process. 

• They had to make God’s enemies their enemies. 

• Likewise, as Christians, Christ won our battle over sin on the cross. But we must own the victory and actualize it in our own lives. 

• God had given the Israelites all the land from the Mediterranean Sea to the Euphrates and from Lebanon to the borders of Egypt. 

• As He told Joshua, wherever your foot steps, that have I given to you. You determine where and how far you go. 

• They chose to limit themselves. 

• Often that’s what we do. We are our own limitation. 

§ How much of God’s promises have you occupied? 

§ How much still remains? 

§ What are you doing about it?  



Promised Land vis a vis the Occupied Land: Josh 1:3-5, 



JUDGES

STRUGGLE TO BE A NATION UNDER GOD

350 years between Joshua & King Saul 



General Outline 
1. Introduction to the Era of the Judges: Judges 1 – 2 

a. Condition of the nation after Death of Joshua 

2. Era of the Judges: Judges 3 – 16 

a. The Downward Spiritual and Moral Spiral of the People of God  

3. Results of the Era of the Judges (Confusion): Judges 17 – 21 

a. Religious Apostacy: 17 – 18

b. Moral Degradation: 19 

c. Political Anarchy: 20-21 



Contrast Between Joshua & Judges 
I. Judges stands in stark contrast to the book of Joshua

1. In Joshua an obedient people take possession of the land.

2. Joshua deals with the faithfulness of God and Judges with the unfaithfulness 
of Israel 

3. While Joshua is a book of victory, Judges is a book of defeat. 

4. In Judges a disobedient people are defeated time and time again.

II. Judges serves as a strong reminder of the futility of living “our own way” and how 
victorious people on the right path can quickly go the other direction.

III. Israel replaced God’s Law with “what was right in their own eyes”.



State of Israel After Joshua: Judges 1 – 2 
• In Joshua 12, a list of 31 defeated kings whose land had been taken over by 

Israel is given. 
• In Joshua 13, large areas of land were yet to be conquered (13:1 -7). 
• It wasn’t because God was unable to give them, but they were complaisant 

(Joshua 18:1 – 3) 
• God had commanded Moses and Moses the Israelites to annihilate/destroy 

all the people of the land together with their idols (Ex. 34:11-16, Deut. 7:2). 
• The Israelites failed to do this (Joshua 23:12-13). 
• Joshua therefore dies leaving large portions of land yet conquered and the 

people of the land yet to be completely destroyed -



Condition of the nation after Death of Joshua 
• The was initial victory by the Tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Joseph – Manasseh and 

Ephraim (1:1 – 26). 

• But we are told: Manasseh, Ephraim, Zebulun, Asher, Naphtali,  didn’t drive out the 

Canaanites from their midst because they were determined to live in the land. They 

therefore chose to put them into forced labor rather than drive them out ( 1:27-36). 

• Note: Asherites, Naphtalites, and Danites ended up living among the people of the land 

because they didn’t drive them out (see vss. 32-35). The Canaanites were the dominant 

people and the Israelites the minority.

• When we don’t drive out sin from our lives, we soon become the minority – sin 

dominates us. 



Condition of Israel Cont. Judges 2:1 – 5 
• The Angel of the LORD rebukes Israel for disobedience – and vows not to drive out those 

Canaanites from among them now that they had decided to spare them. (2:1 – 3). 

§ 2 The angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, “I brought you up out of Egypt and led 
you into the land I swore to give to your ancestors. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, 

§ 2 and you shall not make a covenant with the people of this land, but you shall break down their altars.’ 

Yet you have disobeyed me. Why have you done this? 

§ 3 And I have also said, ‘I will not drive them out before you; they will become traps for you, and their gods 
will become snares to you.’”

• Note: When we insist on retaining our old habits, lifestyles, and idols that God has told 

us to discard, God also decides to retain them so that they become a snare and a trap in 
our lives as Christians in our faith-walk. We continue living a life of defeat, struggle, and 

slavery to habits and behaviors we could have easily overcome. 



Condition of Israel Cont. Judges 2:6, 10

• 7 The people served the LORD throughout the lifetime 

of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who 

had seen all the great things the LORD had done for 

Israel.

• 10 After that whole generation had been gathered to 

their ancestors, another generation grew up who 

knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel.



A Failure to Pass over Godliness: Deut. 6:4 – 9 
• 4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.

• 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. 

• 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 

• 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 

when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

• 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

• 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.



Outcome of Lack of Generational Transfer of Godliness 

• The People: Judges 2:11-12

11 Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals. 

12 They forsook the LORD, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. They followed 

and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They aroused the LORD’s anger

• God: Judges 2:14

• 14 In his anger against Israel the LORD gave them into the hands of raiders who plundered them. He sold 

them into the hands of their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist. 

• 15 Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against them to defeat them, just as he had 

sworn to them. They were in great distress.



The Downward Spiral: Judges 2:19 

• 19 But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even 

more corrupt than those of their ancestors, following other 

gods and serving and worshiping them. They refused to give 

up their evil practices and stubborn ways.



The Downward 
Spiritual & 
Moral Spiral of 
Israel 



They got into a cyclical web 



God’s Decision: Judges 2:20-23, 3:1-4 
• 20 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and said, “Because this nation 

has violated the covenant I ordained for their ancestors and has not listened to 

me, 

• 21 I will no longer drive out before them any of the nations Joshua left when he 

died. 

• 22 I will use them to test Israel and see whether they will keep the way of the 

LORD and walk in it as their ancestors did.” 

• 23 The LORD had allowed those nations to remain; he did not drive them out at 

once by giving them into the hands of Joshua.



Israel Lived among the Canaanites:3:5-6 
• 5 The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and 

Jebusites. 
• 6 They took their daughters in marriage and gave their own daughters to their sons 

and served their gods. 
• There was a reversal. The Canaanites soon overtook the Israelites so that the 

Israelites now lived among them. In the process, the Israelites soon became like the 
Canaanites. They were Canaanized – Squeezed into the mold of the world.

• Rom. 12:2 
• 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 

changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and 

pleasing and perfect.



The seven Apostacies & The Judges: Judges 3:7 – 16:

• 1st Apostasy; conquered by Mesopotamia; delivered through Othniel, the judge. 3:7-11

• 2nd Apostasy; conquered by Moabites and Philistines; delivered through Ehud and Shamgar, the 

judges. 3:12-31 

• 3rd Apostasy; conquered by Jabin, king of Canaan; delivered through Deborah and Barak, the 

judges. 4:1 – 5:31 

• 4th Apostasy; conquered by Midian; delivered through Gideon, the judge. 6:1 – 8:32 

• 5th Apostasy; civil war; delivered through Abimelech, Tola, Jair, the judges. 8:33 – 10:5 

• 6th Apostasy; conquered by Philistines and Ammonites; delivered through Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, 

Abdon, the judges. 10:6 – 12:15 

• 7th Apostasy; conquered by Philistines; delivered partially through Samson, the judge. 13:1 – 16:31 



Results of the Era of the Judges (Confusion): Judges 17 – 21 
Religious Apostacy: 17 – 18

• Increased idolatry 17:1 – 6 

§ 6 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.
• Hired their own priests 17:7 – 13 

• Robbed each other of idols and gods 18:14 – 24 (Micah’s reaction vs. 24 – you have taken my gods which I 

made, and my priest. What more do I have? And how do you ask, ‘what ails you?’”)

§ 18:1a In those days Israel had no king….
• The Danites carried Micah’s images and installed them in Dan, installed their own priests and worshipped 

there till their captivity (18:25 – 31). 

• In the days of Jeroboam, Dan was retained and enhanced as a place of idol worship together with Bethel. 

• The priests – Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Moses (18:30). Grandson of Moses was their 

idolatrous priest. 

• Note the spiritual degeneration 



Moral Degradation: 19 
• 19. “In those days Israel had no king. Now a Levite who lived in a remote area 

in the hill country of Ephraim took a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. 

• 2 But she was unfaithful to him. She left him and went back to her parents’ 

home in Bethlehem, Judah…”

• 18 He answered, We are on our way from Bethlehem in Judah to a remote area 

in the hill country of Ephraim where I live…No one has taken me in for the 

night. 

• 19 “We have everything …We don’t need anything.”
Note: The people became inhospitable. 



Sexual Immorality became a Pass time Activity: 19 
• 22 While they were enjoying themselves, some of the wicked men of the city surrounded the house. Pounding 

on the door, they shouted to the old man who owned the house, “Bring out the man who came to your house 
so we can have sex with him.”

• Compare with Sodom: Gen. 19:4-5 

• Gen. 19:1 The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening…

• 4 Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young and old—
surrounded the house. 

• 5 They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have 
sex with them.”

• Note the similarity between the two episodes. 
§ If the sodomites were exceedingly wicked before the LORD (Gen. 13:13), how different were these 

Benjamites?  
§ How different is our society today? 
§ If the LORD destroyed Sodom (Gen 19:24-25), and God is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 

13:8), what escape do we have? 



Sexual Immorality Cont. 19:25, 29. 
• 25 But the men would not listen to him. So, the man took his concubine and 

sent her outside to them, and they raped her and abused her throughout 

the night, and at dawn they let her go. 

• 29 When he reached home, he took a knife and cut up his concubine, limb 

by limb, into twelve parts and sent them into all the areas of Israel. 



Political Anarchy: Genocide. Judges 20-21 
11 So all the Israelites got together and united as one against the city.
13 Now turn those wicked men of Gibeah over to us so that we may 
put them to death and purge the evil from Israel.”
But the Benjamites would not listen to their fellow Israelites.
46 On that day twenty-five thousand Benjamite swordsmen fell, all of 
them valiant fighters. 
47 But six hundred of them turned and fled into the wilderness to the 
rock of Rimmon, where they stayed four months. 
48 The men of Israel went back to Benjamin and put all the towns to 
the sword, including the animals and everything else they found. All 
the towns they came across they set on fire.



When God is Not the King: Judges 22:24-25 
24 At that time the Israelites left that place and went home to their 

tribes and clans, each to his own inheritance.

25 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.

See: Deut. 12:8-9 
8 You are not to do as we do here today, everyone doing as they see fit, 

9 since you have not yet reached the resting place and the inheritance 

the LORD your God is giving you. 



Remember: Exodus 19:4 – 6 
• 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 

• 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although 

the whole earth is mine,

• 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

• And 1 Peter 2:9 

• 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

• THE ISRAELITES DIDN’T RECOGNIZE GOD AS THEIR KING hence “In those days there was no king in Israel”. 

§ From your lifestyle, do you recognize God as king in your life? 

§ 1 Peter 3:15 ”But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord...” 

§ How does this affect how you live? 



Ruth
Hope Reborn  

1. Introduction

a. Ruth is a parenthetical book taking place during the time of the Judges. (1:1, “In the days when the Judges 

ruled…”)

b. Author not known, but likely written during David’s Reign as Solomon is missing from genealogy

c. In contrast to Judges, the story of Ruth is a demonstration of love and radical faith that brings the blessing of 

God.

d. God always has a faithful remnant!



Introduction

a. The activities in the book of Ruth take place during the time of the Judges. 
(1:1 In the days when the Judges ruled…)

b. Author not known, but likely written during David’s Reign as Solomon is 
missing from the genealogy

c. In contrast to Judges, the story of Ruth is a demonstration of love and 
radical faith that brings the blessing of God.

d. It is a book of redemption
e. God always has a faithful remnant!



Ruth’s love demonstrated (1:1-2:23)
• Two of the main characters in the book are women.

• Ruth – a Moabite woman who married into the family of Judah (Elimelech’s son Mahlon)

• Naomi – Elimelech’s wife, Ruth’s mother-in-law

• Setting:

• The book opens in the plains of Moab and ends in Bethlehem

• Elimelech and Naomi are from Bethlehem in Judah. 

• They were experiencing famine, so they moved their family (two sons) to 

Moab

• The two sons married Moabite men and had no children

• Elimelech and the two sons die leaving behind three widows



Cultural context:

• In Naomi and Ruth's world, being widowed without a male child 

meant they had no income, no means for support, and no name. 

They had to live on the charity of others. So, Naomi leaves for Israel, 

and Ruth follows her. When Naomi protests, Ruth insists. Read the 

key verse below:



Ruth demonstrates her devotion to the Lord and Naomi

• Ruth 1:16-17 

“But Ruth said "Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following 

you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your 

people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die I will die, 

and there I will be buried. May the LORD do so to me and more also if 

anything but death parts me from you”.

Note: At a time when Israelites forsook YHWH AS their God, a Moabite 

woman commits herself to YHWH as her God 



Kinsman Redeemer 
• According to Deut. 25:5-10, in the event a man dies without children, a 

brother or other close relative of the diseased would remarry his wife and 
the first-born son would be considered as belonging to the diseased. He 
would then inherit the property of his father. The brother would be 
considered a kinsman redeemer – redeeming both the family/name and 
the property of the dead so that he’s not forgotten. 

• Boaz becomes such a person to Naomi and Ruth. He redeems and becomes 
their security, provider, and provides his name for their identity since 
women could only be identified by the names of either their fathers or 
husbands. 



Responsibilities of a Kinsman Redeemer

Land redemption in Israel involved two significant 

responsibilities for the kinsman-redeemer.

a)he had to pay the redemption price for the land and thereby 

obtain the right of tenant possession.
b)after obtaining that right, he had to take actual possession of 

the land and thereby exercise administrative control over it.



Requirements for a Kinsman Redeemer 

a)Be related by blood to those he redeems

b)Be able to pay the price of redemption

c) Be willing to redeem



SCARLET THREAD

Jesus as our Kinsman-Redeemer!

a. We are related by blood (Duet 25:5, John 1:14, Rom 1:3, Phil 2:5-

8, Heb 2:14

b. Had the necessary resources (1 Pet 1:18-19)

c. Was more than willing (John 10:15-18, 1 John 3:16)



Boaz steps up to fill the call

• READ 3:12-13

“ And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I. Remain 

tonight, and in the morning, If he will redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing 

to redeem you, then, as the LORD lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until the morning.”

• Closer relative turns down offer to redeem (4:6)

• Boaz redeems in presence of elders (4:9-10)



A Royal Lineage! READ 4:22

• NOTE: Important to note that Ruth and Boaz are not starting a family. They are 

rescuing one. There is a huge difference.

• When Ruth and Boaz have a son, he is considered part of Elimelech’s household.

• Ruth gives the son to NAOMI. This is proof of the above. (4:16-17)

• Ruth demonstrates the self-sacrifice of God by giving up her firstborn son to her 

mother-in-law to save Elimelech’s family.

• NOTE: most likely Boaz was married before Ruth as his standing in the 

community was high - this would only be possible for a married man



Jesus our Kinsman Redeemer 

• We are related by blood (Duet 25:5, John 1:14, Rom 1:3, Phil 2:5-8, 

Heb 2:14

• Had the necessary resources (1 Pet 1:18-19)

• Was more than willing (John 10:15-18, 1 John 3:16)



Scarlet Thread of Redemption

• The Kinsman Redeemer: Boaz serves as a kinsman-redeemer for Naomi’s family. A 

Kinsman-Redeemer was a male relative that helps a weaker relative often by 

redeeming land (Ruth 4:1-21). Jesus is our Kinsman Redeemer.

• The book of Ruth records the unlikely choice of a Moabite widow to be the wife of 

Boaz from the tribe of Judah. This union (like Rahab’s) continues the Messianic 

lineage of promise. That God used Gentile women to advance this promise is a key 

foreshadowing of the work of the Messiah.


