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POST-EXILIC PROPHETS 



HAGGAI 

ZECHARIAH    

MALACHI 



BACKGROUND TO HAGGAI & ZECHARIA 
• Ezra 1:1 – 4 

• King Cyrus issued a degree in his 1st year (539 BCE) after conquering 
Babylon that the children of Israel can go back to Jerusalem and build 
for the LORD their God a temple. 

• The remnants under Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the priest 
went to Jerusalem in 538 BCE 

• They constructed an altar to the LORD & in 536 BCE began the 
construction of the temple. 

• The people of the land wanted to join in the construction, claiming that 
they had also been worshiping YHWH since they settled in the land.

• Zerubbabel and Joshua refused.



• With this, they set out to discourage and frustrate the Israelites –

• by way of causing division among the people of Judah (Ezra 4:4-

5). 

• This went on for six years within which time work stopped. 

• When king Artaxerxes came to power in 530 BCE, they wrote a letter 

to him portraying Jews as rebels from ancient times.

• If left to rebuild the city and its walls (they didn’t mention the 

temple), the king could as well count the whole Trans-Jordan region 

gone. 

• The king therefore stopped the work - (Ezra 4:7-24). 



• The prophets Haggai & Zechariah prophesied 

to the Israelites to arise & continue with the 

construction of the temple.

• Zerubbabel & Joshua obeyed the word of 

God spoken by the two prophets

• They therefore restarted reconstruction of the 

Temple (Ezra 5:1-2). 



• The enemies again rose against the reconstruction 

• They wrote a letter to Darius, 

• Darius confirmed the decree of Cyrus.

• He ordered that the Jews be given all the necessary 

support for the construction of the temple & all the 

financial costs & sacrifices be taken from the kingdom 

treasury (Ezra 5 – 6:15).

• The house was finished in 516BCE after 4 years of 

reconstruction. 



HAGGAI 



SUCCUMBING TO LOCAL THREATS DESPITE THE SUPPORT OF 
HEAVEN & EARTH . 

• Haggai is specific to the exile returnees. 

• As indicated, 16 years after the foundation of the house of God had been 

laid, it had not been completed. 

• While they had opportunity, they sagged under the discouragement of 

ordinary people when they had the support of the King of heaven – God, 

and the king of nations – Cyrus (Ezra 1:2 – 3, Isaiah 44:28, 45:1, 13). 

• They may have imagined that if God was in it then He would have removed 

all forms of opposition. 

• They felt it wasn’t the right time to rebuild the house of God & instead 

concentrated on their own (1:2) 



GOD’S WORD TO THE RETURNEES. 1:2, 4. 
• 2 “This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: The people are 

saying, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the house of 
the LORD.’”

• As long as they were not rebuilding the temple, there was no 
opposition and no discouragement. 

• It is this that Haggai condemns. How could these people be building 
their own luxurious houses and rebuilding their lives while the house of 
the LORD remained in ruins? 

• 4 “Why are you living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins?



THE PEOPLE’S INABILITY TO READ THE SIGNS. 1:5-11 
5 This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Look at 

what’s happening to you!

10 It’s because of you that the heavens withhold the dew 

and the earth produces no crops.

11 I have called for a drought on your fields and hills—a 

drought to wither the grain and grapes and olive trees and 

all your other crops, a drought to starve you and your 

livestock and to ruin everything you have worked so hard to 



ACT. HAGGAI 1:8
8Now go up into the hills, bring down timber, and rebuild my house. Then I will take 

pleasure in it and be honored, says the LORD.

• Unlike their ancestors, the people led by Zerubbabel and Joshua obeyed the voice of the LORD 

spoken by Haggai and started rebuilding the Temple (1:12). 

12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the 

whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the 

message of the prophet Haggai, because the LORD their God had sent him. And the 

people feared the LORD.

• But because of the previous and existent opposition, YHWH assured them of His presence (1:13). 

13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the people: 

“I am with you,” declares the LORD. 



GOD’S ASSURANCE OF HIS PRESENCE – 2:1-5
2 Then on October 17 of that same 
year, the LORD sent another message 
through the prophet Haggai.

2 “Say this to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the 
remnant of God’s people there in the 
land:

3 ‘Does anyone remember this house—this 
Temple—in its former splendor? How, in 
comparison, does it look to you now? It 
must seem like nothing at all!

4 But now the LORD says: Be strong, 

Zerubbabel. Be strong, Joshua son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, 
all you people still left in the land. And 
now get to work, for I am with you, 
says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.

5My Spirit remains among you, just as 
I promised when you came out of 

Egypt. So do not be afraid.’ (NLT)

Note: it’s not the physical appearance of 
the house but God’s presence that 
matters.



ASSURANCE OF RESOURCES – 2:6 – 8 
• YHWH assured them that they shouldn’t worry about the cost of construction. 
The silver and gold are all His – in a little while, He would bring the treasures of the 
nations to that temple. 

6 “For this is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: In just a little while I will 

again shake the heavens and the earth, the oceans and the dry land.

7 I will shake all the nations, and the treasures of all the nations will be 
brought to this Temple. I will fill this place with glory, says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies.

8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.



THE DESIRE OF NATIONS & GOD’S GLORY. 7:7, 9

7And I will shake all nations, and The Desire of All 
Nations shall come: 

and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of 

hosts.

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of 

the former,  saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place 

will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.



That glory is manifested in the fact that Christ – YHWH Himself 
entered that house and taught His people from there. 

Note: This is the temple that Jesus came into – hence the glory 
of the latter house being greater than that of the former. 

By then it had been renovated by Herod the Great – fulfilling 
God’s word that all silver & gold are His. 

Besides, Darius had ordered that the construction be done on 
account of the empire’s treasury (Ezra 5 – 6:15). 



BLESSINGS FOR OBEDIENCE: 2:15-19 
15 “‘Now give careful thought to this from this day on—
consider how things were before one stone was laid on 
another in the LORD’s temple. 
18 ‘From this day on, from this twenty-fourth day of the 
ninth month, give careful thought to the day when the 
foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid. Give careful 
thought: 
19 Is there yet any seed left in the barn? Until now, the 
vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive 
tree have not borne fruit.
“‘From this day on I will bless you.’”



ZERUBBABEL THE LORD’S SIGNET RING. 2:20-23

23 “‘On that day,’ declares the LORD Almighty, ‘I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel 

son of Shealtiel,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will make you like my signet ring, for I have 

chosen you,’ declares the LORD Almighty.” –

Note: YHWH assures Zerubbabel that He has chosen Him and will make him His signet 

ring (a royal instrument to show the king’s (God’s) pleasure/grace or displeasure to 

whoever comes into His presence. Nobody can enter the king’s presence if he has not 

lifted his signate ring). 

We know that Zerubbabel was from the Davidic line and through him was born Jesus, 

the everlasting King and God of Israel (Matt. 1:12 – 13) who also is the Signate ring of 

God so that nobody can approach God without Him (John 14:6 – way, truth, life – no 

one comes to the Father but by me) – see Esther 4:11, 5:2. 



LESSONS FROM 
HAGGAI 

Obedience brings 
blessings. 

Priority should be 
given to God’s 

house (our spiritual 
lives – hearts) over 

and above our 
physical comfort. 
Give God the 1st
place in our lives.

Some frustrations in 
life may be God’s 
way of drawing 
our attention to 
check our ways. 

God provides all 
that is needed to 

accomplish His 
work. All He 

requires of us is our 
obedience. 



ZECHARIAH



INTRODUCTION 
• Zechariah was a priest and prophet born in exile. 

• He returned to Jerusalem together with Zerubbabel the Governor, Joshua the high 
priest, and Haggai the prophet in 538 BCE.  

• He was Haggai’s co-prophet among the returnees whom they both encouraged to 
rebuild the temple. 

• His ministry began two months after that of Haggai and continued far beyond him. 

• Unlike Haggai’s prophesies which were very simple and direct, Zechariah’s were 
mainly delivered in visions and filled with symbols – much like that of Ezekiel, Daniel, 
and Revelation. 

• The images are similar to those of Daniel and Revelation.

• Besides  Isaiah, Zechariah is also the most messianic of the Old Testament prophets.  



OUTLINE OF ZECHARIAH 
• The book of Zechariah can be divided broadly into two sections;

PART I

1. Introduction (1:1-6).

2. Zechariah's eight visions in the night (1:7 - 6:8).

3. Zechariah crowns Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest (6:9-15).

4. God rules on fasts, promises blessing for Jerusalem (7:1 - 8:23).

PART II

1) The Messiah is coming but will be rejected (9:1 - 11:17).

2) The Messiah will come again, be accepted, and will rule (12:1 - 14:21).



PART 1: MESSAGES CONCERNING JUDAH & JERUSALEM 
1:1 – 6: A CALL TO RETURN TO YHWH

• 1:3 “Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Return to Me,” says the Lord of 

hosts, “and I will return to you,” says the Lord of hosts.”

• Their future relationship with God, and His subsequent blessing, was contingent on their 
response. 

• 1:4 – “Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets preached. But they did 

not hear nor heed Me,”

• Zechariah’s call to return to God calls on them to learn from the past. God sent His word 

through the prophets, but they disregarded their word and killed some of them. This new 

generation was also in danger of experiencing God’s judgment unless they acted differently 

than their fathers. History was to be their teacher, but would they learn?



GOD’S WORD & ISRAEL’S FATHERS 1:6
1:6 – Yet surely My words and My statutes, Which I commanded My servants 
the prophets, Did they not overtake your fathers?

Then they repented and said, “Just as the Lord of hosts determined to do to us, 
According to our ways and according to our deeds, So He has dealt with us.”

They took God’s word for granted and faced the consequences. While they are all dead, both 
they and the prophets who spoke to them, God’s word stands firm. This generation had better 
take heed lest they repent too late like their fathers. 

Note: a warning to us as well. We can easily ignore God’s word too late to our own peril – 2 
Cor. 6:1 – 2. 



8 VISIONS CONCERNING EXILES, ZERUBBABEL, & JOSHUA: 1:7-6:15 

1. YHWH’s promise to restore Jerusalem and the cities of Judah – 1:8 – 17

2. Enemies who scattered Judah to be scattered – 1:18 – 20 

3. Jerusalem to be a city without walls as YHWH will live among His people and be its 
wall – 2:1 – 13. (3 – 5, 10 – 11).

4. The sins of Joshua taken away – representative of the sin of Israel & what would 
happen at Calvary

- Joshua symbolic of the things to come – God to bring His Servant The Branch full of God’s 
Spirit & through whom He will remove the sin of the land in a day (3:8-9) 

5. Zerubbabel, the golden lampstand, & two olive trees – Not by might, nor by power 
but by His Spirit shall Zerubbabel complete the building of the temple with mighty 
shouts of joy (Zec.4)



THE GOLDEN LAMPSTAND. ZEC. 4



5. The flying scroll – judgment is near for thieves & liars who swear falsely in the    

name of the LORD – take the name of the LORD in vain (5:1-4). 

6. The woman in a basket taken to Babylon by two women – the sins/wickedness of 

Babylon brought by the exile returnees of Israel & Judah – the two women – will be 

returned to Babylon where it belongs – a cleansing from the sins of Babylon 

acquired by Israelites while in exile (5:5-11). 

7. Four Chariots – representing God’s Spirit over all the earth. The would be peace 

toward the North (Assyria & Babylon?) and unrest in the West (Greece, Rome?) & in 

the South (Egypt? ) 6:1-8 



ROYALTY & PRIESTHOOD HARMONIZED (6:11-13)
• 11 Take the silver and gold and make a crown, and set it on the head of 

the high priest, Joshua son of Jozadak.

• 12 Tell him this is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Here is the man whose 
name is the Branch, and he will branch out from his place and build the 
temple of the LORD. (references to Jesus as The Branch – Isa. 11:1, Jer. 
23:5, 33:15, Zec. 3:8, 6:12)

• 13 It is he who will build the temple of the LORD, and he will be clothed 
with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And he will be a priest on 
his throne. And there will be harmony between the two. (Heb. 6:20-7:2)



YHWH’S REQUIREMENT: JUSTICE & MERCY, NOT FASTING. 7:9-14 
• The Jews from Bethel came to inquire about a practice they had carried on for the 70 years 

they’d been in exile – the fasting during the fifth and seventh months and the feasts. What was 

God’s word? 

• God’s Challenge: Whom were they fasting and mourning for? When you were feasting, was it 

not for yourselves? Their ancestors had been told the requirement of the Lord but they had 

despised it. It is the reason they went into exile. (Micah 6:8, Hosea 6:6, Isaiah 58:6-7)

• 9 “This is what the LORD Almighty said: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to 

one another.

• 11 “But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned their backs and covered their ears.



JERUSALEM TO BE BLESSED. ZEC. 8. 
• YHWH to return to Zion (Remember His departure in Ezek. 10). The name of the city to 

be called Faithful City and Zion – the Holy Mountain (8: 2-3)

• The city to be repopulated and to prosper (8:4-15)

• Conditions? 

§ Be strong & build the temple of YHWH

§ Do justice in the land (8:9, 16-17) 

§ If they obey, then: 

§ YHWH will be with them & among them 

§ He will cause other nations to seek Him

§ The gentiles will seek for them as they would treasure (8:20-23). 



PART 2: THE TWO COMINGS OF THE MESSIAH. 9-14 

A. Messiah’s 1st Coming & Rejection (9:1 – 11:17)

1. 9:9 – 13  Zion’s King comes 

§ humbly riding on a donkey, (Matt. 21:4-5)

§ righteous & possessing salvation/victory, 

§ proclaiming  peace to the nations & 

§ His rule covers all the earth. 



2. 11:4-17 – a prophetic symbolic action

§ Zechariah is to behave like a shepherd to the people because their actual 
shepherds have shown no compassion – (the prophets, priests, & political/civic 
leaders?) 

§ he dismisses all of them in a single month. (Zec. 11:4-5. see Matt. 9:36 – the 
people were harassed & helpless like sheep without a shepherd). 

§ He makes two staffs – favor/grace & union/unity to shepherd them ( see Matt. 
23:37). 

§ However, the flock detest him and he also grows weary of them and breaks 
the staff called favor/grace - signifying the breaking of the covenant they 
had with all the nations -



§ The people pay off Zechariah – the shepherd with 30 pieces of silver 

§ God tells Zechariah to throw them to the potter/treasury – see Matt

27:6-9

Zechariah is finally told to act as a bad shepherd – if the people reject 

good leaders, they will be saddled with bad ones who will devour them. –

remember when the Jews chose Barabbas instead of Jesus – Luke 23:18-

25.  



MESSIAH’S 2ND COMING, ACCEPTANCE, & ETERNAL REIGN (12:1 –14:21)
• God will cause all Jerusalem & her rulers to repent for rejecting Christ 

12:10-14, 13:1
10 “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem a spirit of compassion and supplication, so that, when they 
look on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one 
mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over 
a first-born
13 “On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to cleanse them from sin and 
uncleanness.

Note: God is not done with Israel & Judah – in love, He still pursues them & in 
the end they shall all come back to Him in repentance & their sins shall be 
cleansed. 



STRIKE THE SHEPHERD, SCATTER THE SHEEP. 13:7, 
MATT.26:31

• 7 “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd,
against the man who stands next to me,”

says the LORD of hosts.
“Strike the shepherd, that the sheep may be scattered;

I will turn my hand against the little ones.

• Note: God’s Shepherd is a man who stands next to God. 

• Jesus quoted this part to His disciples before His crucifixion. 



THE ULTIMATE BATTLE & VICTORY OF YHWH 14

• God would gather nations against Jerusalem & defeat it, taking some into 

exile. 

• He will then personally go against them & defeat them. 14:3 

• Living water shall flow from Jerusalem & there shall be no night and day 14:6-8

• YHWH will then become King over all the earth 14:9 

• All the remnants of the people shall come to Jerusalem to worship the King. 

Rebels shall be punished. 14:16-17



MALACHI



BACKGROUND 
• The name Malachi doesn’t appear anywhere else in the OT as a name. 

• It means “my messenger” (3:1). 

• Like Haggai & Zechariah, Malachi was a post-exilic prophet in Judah during 

the Persian reign. 

• He prophesied about 400 BCE after Ezra & Nehemiah’s reforms and during the 

subsequent religious decline. The people’s failure recorded in Nehemiah 13 is 

echoed in Malachi. 

• It is structured in a dialogue form – between God & His people 



OUTLINE OF MALACHI 

1. 1:1-5 God’s love for Israel 

2. 1:6-2:9 Corrupt Priesthood & the Covenant 

3. 2:10-16 Covenant & Marriage 

4. 2:17-3:5 A Refining judgment on Judah 

5. 3:6 – 12 Returning to the LORD  

6. 3:13 – 4:3 The Sun of Righteousness 

7. 4:4 – 6 Moses & Elijah 



1. GOD’S LOVE FOR ISRAEL 1:1 – 5 
• YHWH tells Israel that He loves them 

• But they ask, how? They doubt God’s love. To them, there 

is no proof that He does. 

• YHWH reminds them that Isaac had two sons, Jacob was 

the youngest yet He chose him over his elder brother - & 

they will it when He acts on Edom – Esau’s descendants  



2. THE CORRUPT PRIESTHOOD & YHWH’S COVENANT. 1:6-2:9

• YHWH to the priests – You despise my Name 
• Priests – How have we despised your Name? 
• YHWH – You offer deformed sacrifices & anything as good enough for me. 

§ I neither have pleasure in you nor in your offerings 
§ My name is great among the nations, a great king but you treat it as 

nothing
§ You either give me glory or I bring a curse over you
§ I had a covenant of life & peace with Levi to fear me & he turned 

many from iniquity
§ The lips of a priest should guard knowledge & instruction since he is a 

messenger of YHWH SABAOTH . 
§ You have done the opposite 



3. COVENANT & MARRIAGE 2:10-16 
• YHWH – He no longer regards the offerings & sacrifices of the 

people 

• People – Why does YHWH not accept our sacrifices? 

• YHWH –

• He was witness to the marriage covenant with your wife to 

whom you are no longer faithful 

• His reason for marriage was to have godly children from them 

• YHWH hates divorce & violence 



4. A REFINING JUDGMENT ON JUDAH. 2:17-3:5 
• YHWH – You have wearied the LORD with your words. 

• People – How have we wearied Him? 

• YHWH – by asking “where is the God of justice?” or saying YHWH delights in evil doers

§ A messenger is coming to prepare the way before me (3:1, see Isa. 40:3, John 1:

§ Certainly the Lord whom you seek shall come to His temple 

§ The messenger of the covenant in which you take delight is coming 

§ His day is a day of judgment 

§ He is like a refiner’s fire & a fuller’s soap to refine priests & offerings be pleasing to 
YHWH. 

§ Then I will draw near to judge the wicked & the  unjust.  



5. RETURNING TO THE LORD. 3: 6-12  
• YHWH – Return to me & I will return to you

• The People – How shall we return? 

• YHWH – You have robbed me

• The People – How have we robbed you? 

• YHWH – In your tithes & offerings. Bring the whole tithe into my 

storehouse & I will bless the work of your hands as I rebuke the 

devourer. 



WORDS AGAINST THE LORD. 3:13- 4:3  
• YHWH – Your words are stout against me

• People – how have we spoken against you? 

• YHWH – You have said it is vain to serve God since evil doers prosper 

• YHWH keeps a record of those who delight in Him.

• In the day of judgment He will set them apart as punishes the wicked 

• Then people will know the difference between those who serve the LORD and those 

who don’t. 

• The evil doers will be burned and destroyed 

• To those who fear the LORD, the sun of righteousness shall rise over them with joy. 



MOSES & ELIJAH 4:4-6. FINAL ADMONTION  
• 4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and 

ordinances that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

• 5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great 
and terrible day of the LORD comes. 

• 6And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and 
the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and smite 

the land with a curse.”



THE END OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


