
T E A C H I N G  G O D ’S  W O R D  A N D  T R A N S F O R M I N G  L I V E S  

40 years! Wow! Congratulations to YOU, partners, and students of Village Schools 
of the Bible! It’s as if I can hear the cloud of witnesses cheering us on! “Keep at it…” 

Flashback: An uber gifted Bible teacher/disciple maker began a ministry to prepare 
lay people for knowing and living God’s Word in their everyday lives. Monty  
Sholund’s (see page 2) unique way of teaching the Bible from Genesis to  
Revelation met and even created a hunger to know God and His Word.  

Fast forward: Village Schools has served over 100 churches in their discipleship 
programs with over 8,000 students graduating. We currently have ministry on 
three continents - North American, Africa and Asia! 

Why 40 years matters: Reviewing God’s work through VSB, the following themes are clear:  

Mission consistency - we are thankful for the Boards of Directors who have led us.   

God’s invitations to expand beyond the US. 

Faith to trust God for growth and provision. 

Desire to reach more churches and people.  

Why it matters even more! Because God is still transforming lives as the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ (seen throughout 
our material as the Scarlet Thread of Redemption) is the focus of each week of Cover to Cover! We have students coming 
to Christ, fueled with passion for God and sent out to reach others (read about a few on page 7). This is the heart of our 
ministry! The work of the Holy Spirit through the teaching of God’s Word! Praise God that His Word never fades but 
stands forever (Is.40:8)!  

Yes, but what’s next? In the next decade, we will nourish & equip 20K people globally through teaching the grace and 
truth of the whole Bible (Matt 28:18-20). God’s invitations just keep coming! We can’t wait to reveal more of our plans 
for expansion at our Vision Dinner on April 22nd (see details on page 5).  

Bottom line:  
Thank you for your part in our mission to Teach God’s Word to see lives transformed! Our challenge to you is to begin or 
increase your current engagement with our mission through praying, giving, and inviting people to be  involved in our 
vision to “keep at it”!  

“Give thanks to Him; bless His name! for the LORD is good.”  
Psalm 100:4b-5a 

Honoring the Past—Envisioning the Future 



What a rich legacy Monty has left behind in Africa and North America! Stories abound of 
his extensive knowledge of God’s Word and his direct nature with people!  

When Monty and Doris moved to Minnesota after serving in Africa for 30 years, Monty 
took a position at the Village Evangelical Free Church in Maple Plain as director of music 
and Christian Education. “During these early Village Church days, a man came up to me 
with a well-worn Bible and said, ‘Monty, look at my Bible. You’d think I knew it, but my 
knowledge of it in its entirety is pathetic. Would you teach me the Bible?’” Thus, a  
systematic approach to teaching the Bible from Genesis to Revelation began!  

The first class in 1982 had 30 students, and Covenant Church in Buffalo hosted a second 
school soon afterward. New excitement for God’s word and this 
unique approach to studying it spread interest to other places. At 
the end of the year, two enthusiastic students said, “We can’t let 
this ministry flounder along. We need to get it incorporated and 
properly supported and led by a board. “Village Schools of the Bi-
ble, named for its originating church was soon incorporated as a 
non-profit organization. The next year, classes were held at four 
churches with over 100 students. 

Those were days of new vison and a longing to begin schools in 
many places. A cutting edge technology at the time was using  
videotapes to record lecture. With the help of a visionary student, 
the first VSB video-schools were launched in Wilmar & Little Falls, 
MN and Kelowna in British Columbia, Canada. Video schools  
quickly expanded VSB’s reach to California, Montana, North & 
South Dakota, Alaska and in many cities in Minnesota. 

From this simple beginning, God has grown the ministry for 40 
years! Thousands of people have studied every book of the  Bible, 
learning the unity of God’s redemptive story through its pages.  
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Early Days under Monty Sholund 

 Buffalo Covenant Class, 1983-84 

Top right:  Monty Sholund, ED—1982-1999 
Middle Right: First Graduating class from Village Free Church, 
Maple Plain, August 1983 
Right: Council Members, 1984 



Montyisms—sayings Monty used regularly collected by his students.  
“The key to JOY is GROWTH, and the purpose of GROWTH is to BEAR FRUIT.” 
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REFLECTIONS OF MY YEARS AT VSB by Max Frazier  

My heart is brightened as I think of my eleven years as Executive Director of 
Village Schools. It was my privilege to follow in the footsteps of Monty  
Sholund, a man whom I came to greatly admire for the boldness with which  
he communicated the Word of God. He was truly a one-of-a-kind Christian 
leader and teacher.   

I began on August 1, 1999, for a probationary period while Monty prepared  
for his announced retirement. By January 2000 I assumed full leadership of  
the ministry with Monty’s blessing. I was surprised and yet excited over this 
unique opportunity.  Monty and I developed a close-working relationship  
that remained until his death in 2007. I am grateful to have known him.   

My teaching style was more academic, while Monty’s was more devotional. 
Yet, God continued to grow Village Schools. Students who completed Cover  
to Cover classes became excited over their study of the Word and asked if we 
could teach more classes. Thus, we increased the curricular offerings with  
Saturday classes, and weekday classes on Church History and Bible doctrine, or on biblical books like Daniel, Psalms, 
Job, Isaiah, and  Revelation, just to name a few.  Oh the hunger for the Word of God!  

One of the opportunities God provided while at Village Schools was organizing tours to the Holy Land. Monty stressed 
the value of being in the Holy Land to one’s understanding of the Scriptures. Each tour was a blessing – whether  
baptizing a VSB student in the Jordan River, or sailing on the Sea of Galilee. 

In 2001, Village Schools was approached by a pastor from southern India about our helping him begin a Bible-teaching 
facility for training pastors there. A team was sent to India to evaluate the opportunities. We came back encouraged 
with the potential, but seeking to find ways that this little school could become self-sufficient. Eventually, the  
leadership in India was not interested in becoming self-sufficient so, sadly, we terminated our relationship. But it 
would not be the last international venture for Village Schools.   

As I think of Village Schools, what most stands out in my mind and heart are the students I had the privilege of working 
with. Many of them are forever etched in my heart.  Some of them had never read the Bible in its entirety before.  
Many of them had never read the Bible with a sense of accountability before. I remember one student sharing with 
me, “Pastor Max, I loved your teachings, but it was the papers that helped me to grow.” Praise the Lord!  

So, is the ministry of Village Schools still relevant after over forty years? I believe it is more relevant today than when 
Monty started the school. Many people today are searching for an absolute truth that will provide some stability for 
living. They are finding that that type of truth is often the object of ridicule and attack. It is suppressed by many within 
the political world and, sadly, even within the Church. Where should they turn? Of course we know it is to the Bible. In 
His high-priestly prayer in John 17, Jesus asked this of His Father, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”  
God’s Word is truth. It does not become truth. It does not contain truth. It is truth. It is truth that will change a life. It is 
a truth that will enable a person to experience hope and peace and purpose. It is truth that will truly set a person free.   

Thank you, Village Schools, for giving people the opportunity of discovering God’s living truth through the Word of 
God. Changed lives are a testimony of the power of God at work through His Word. May many more lives experience 
that change during the next forty years, if the coming of Jesus should be tarried.     

Max Frazier, ED 1999-2011 
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You are invited  

Join us 

 For fellowship with friends 

 To hear what God is doing through VSB 

 To learn about giving partner opportunities 

Come and enjoy  

 Music by jazz trio Silhouette  

 A delicious steak dinner (veg. options available) 

 Speaker—past student and teacher,  

Doug Peterson 

How to get involved 

 Host a table 

 Invite friends 

 Volunteer at the event 

Our Goals 

 Celebrate what God has done 

 Grow our community 

 Raise $75,000  

Our venue—the Minnesota 

Landscape Arboretum in 

Chaska. 

Pictured right:  

The Visitor Center at the  

Arboretum. (Picture courtesy of 

the Arboretum.)  

 



Our over-the-horizon vision for the next decade is to  

Nourish and equip 20 K people globally by teaching the grace and truth of 
the whole Bible.  

We can’t program this kind of growth. It will require an increase in all aspects 
of our ministry: teachers, sites, partnerships, finances, etc. So, what makes us 
confident to walk by faith with this vision? 

We see evidence of God going before us. 

In the US, 

 We expect to open another YMCA Cover to Cover site in the Twin Cities this fall! Our partnership with the YMCA 
remains strong as we support their original mission, “To put Christian principles into practice through programs 
that build healthy spirit, mind, and body for all.” 

 A new church approached us about hosting a Cover to Cover course! We add new churches every year, but often 
we start the conversation. Leadership at this church shares our passion for their attendees knowing, loving, and 
living God’s word. 

Globally, Cover to Cover classes in Africa are multiplying! 

 A bishop approached us from Kenya with the desire to train the local pastors who report to 
her. Most of them serve in rural areas in the Western region, which do not have Bible 
schools or a seminary. Together they serve 7,600 Kenyans. We structured a Cover to Cover 
class that meets their specific needs, taught by Tito Wanyonyi (from Kenya) using Zoom and 
WhatsApp. Responses from the 30 pastors taking the course affirm the class is meeting 
their critical need for Biblical education. 

 In South Africa, a graduate from Letson’s Masiphumelele class wanted to take Cover to  
Cover to his hometown in Knysna, SA, 500 kilometers away! A sponsoring church there 
agreed to contribute to the trip’s overall cost. So, Letson and two VSB apprentice teachers 
began a monthly weekend class with 20 students and influencers in Knysna. Pastors from 
six denominations are eager to learn God’s Word more accurately. 

 And there’s more! We have a potential new partnership taking shape that would expand 
our ministry to Haiti. Plus, requests to translate Cover to Cover in Spanish, Chichewa 
(Malawian), and maybe Swahili (Kenya). 

We imagine the day when hundreds of Cover to Cover Bible students graduate with a passion 
for God and His Word, which fuels them toward Christ-centered living and service. Marriages 
are strengthened, children are taught God’s ways, relationships filled with grace and truth  
flourish in their community, those who are hungry physically and  
spiritually are fed! What an impact they will make in their city and 
our world! 

Would you consider joining us in our vision to nourish and equip 20 
K people globally by teaching the grace and truth of the whole Bi-
ble? Ask the Lord what part He wants you to play.  

Would you consider giving a special gift to advance this vision?  
Or serving as a volunteer? We can use your help! 
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Our Vision for the Future 

Letson Kamwana 

Tito Wanyonyi  

Students in Letson’s class in Masiphumelele 
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The Warren Coe Era 2011—2020 

By Warren Coe 
Former Executive Director of Village Schools of The Bible  

 
Congratulations Village Schools of the Bible on your 40 years of faithful service 
to the cause of Christ, His Church, and His mission of making disciples.  
Matthew 28:19, 20 is the Scripture that drives Village Schools of the Bible, and 
it was this verse, Matthew 28:19, 20 that drew me to Village Schools of the  
Bible. 
 
I served as the executive director from 2011 to 2020 and witnessed the power 
of the great commission. A Middle Eastern student attended my class. He  
argued and fought me the entire time: Loved Abraham and the Mosaic Law  
but not so much the grace of God through Jesus Christ.  He quit my class  
several times. Then I would call him up and say, “Why don’t you come back  
to class?”  He did. 
 
Then we arrived at Romans 5:1, 2 in the New Testament portion of Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey.  I read the passage 
out loud to the class.  “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God.”  The Middle Eastern student said, “You mean that Jesus died on the cross so that I could be at peace 
with God?”  I said, “Yes!”  Then he said, “You mean that I can have this peace by faith alone in Christ?”  I said, “Yes.”  
He sat in his chair for a few moments straining to understand what he had just heard.  Then stood up and loudly said, 
“I get it! I get it!”  He was never the same.  My Middle Eastern friend had become a child of God.  This is the power of 
God’s Word and the power of discipleship. 
 
Village Schools of the Bible is needed today.  We are facing increased biblical illiteracy in the church.  One pastor said 
to me, “My people don’t know their Bible.”  That was said ten years ago. Biblical illiteracy is worse today. Let me put it 
this way. The Bible is God’s treasured gift to us and more valuable than all the money in the world.  However, many 
Christians do not know it’s worth.  That makes them spiritual paupers. The world-wide Christian church needs  
thousands of Village Schools of the Bible. 
 
As you celebrate 40 years of faithful service, may the Lord multiply thousands more Village Schools of the Bible here in 
the United States and around the world. 
 
Congratulations! 

More Montyisms 
 “God will never answer a prayer that you yourself can answer.” 
 “Take GOD out of good, and what you have left is zero - nothing and 

emptiness” 
 “What you dig out is yours.  What I dig out is essentially mine.  But what you 

have dug out for yourself is yours forever, never to be forgotten."   

Warren Coe, ED 2011—2020 



Recently Laurie interviewed Shannon, a business owner who took Cover to Cover 
several times. This is her story… 

What changes did you see in your own life as a result of taking Cover to Cover?  
“I realized how important it is to be in the Bible every day and how important it is to 
study the Bible with other people. From the teachers I saw how important that was. 
It’s a big deal to have the interaction part with the instructor because people have 
questions and need to be able to ask them. Being in the Word changes every aspect - 
how you think about your life, about other people. It has realigned my priorities.”  

What motivated your family to join a VSB Bible Study?  
“For years my husband and I hadn’t found a place to grow together as a couple and this Bible Study was just what he 
needed. His personality is more introverted, and he had a lack of exposure to studying the Bible with other people. He 
didn’t say much at first. The instructor makes everyone feel welcome and it disarmed him. 

Our son was going through rough times and made some dangerous decisions in college. He is 20 years old! I begged 
him to come with me during the summer. Now this is his third VSB Bible Study!   

I have grown exponentially over the last two years! I am leaning into the Lord and asking Him to impact people 
through me. “ 
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Students stories of changed lives 

 In 1982, my husband and I joined the first Bible Survey Class taught by Monty  
Sholund at Village Evangelical Free Church, where we were members. My parents 
and older brother also took the class.  

Monty was a Bible teacher who not only knew the Bible, but taught each lesson with 
a uniquely exuberant love for it. He had a desire for others to know the  
transforming power of God‘s love and His Word in their lives. 

Looking back 40 years ago, we are thankful for the foundation of God’s Word in our 
marriage and family that we received by attending Village Schools of the Bible and 
being immersed in God’s Word. As we faced the inevitable storms of life and times 
of difficulty, we continue to be thankful for the firm foundation of God’s Word in 
our lives, which fuels our growing faith. 

We now live in northern MN. After seeing a brief video clip of one of Monty’s early lectures, we realized we would  
enjoy taking this course again, 40 years later! So, we are currently in the new online Classic Monty Bible Survey 
Course. What a blessing it is to sit under the weekly teaching of Monty Sholund once again! By Mary Cleveland 

The Cover to Cover course has impacted my life in the most important way possible. I be-

came a true follower of Jesus while taking Cover to Cover the first time. Somewhere be-

tween the Old Testament and the New Testament while following the scarlet thread of re-

demption in each weekly lesson, the dots were connected. Cover to Cover provides the 

teaching and resources to gain a deeper understanding of the Bible.  For me, that deeper 

understanding brought me to saving faith in Jesus. I am in my third year of taking the Cover 

to Cover course and I am constantly learning and growing in my Christian walk.  Under-

standing the Bible on a deeper level has impacted those around me as I am eager to share 

what I am learning and how God has changed my life. I want to live out the Biblical truths I 

am learning and show the love of Jesus to those around me.  By Cherie Mockler 

L-R: Christopher & Mary Cleveland; Judy & John 

Madsen 

Cherie Mockler 

Shannon and her family. 




