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After 40 years, is the mission of Village Schools still relevant? This is an honest 
question that can be answered with several evidences. First, changed lives! Let 
me introduce you to a younger woman with fire in her eyes when she talks about 
God and her experience taking Cover to Cover.  

“I finished Cover to Cover recordings with Dr. Martin and reading our Father's 
Word this year on Mother's Day on 5/8/22.  It was honestly the best feeling 
ever! I thank you for it!  

Years ago, I told God to leave me alone! I blamed Him for the abuse I  
experienced as a child, which led to being an angry, orphaned, homeless 
teenager. I suffered many years. Nobody knew the pain I had buried inside, 
and everyone who tried to hurt me was confronted with rage. If you crossed 
me, or hurt my heart there was no forgiveness. 

In my pain, God sought me out by revealing Himself to me -I felt warm and loved. I didn't even know what  
gratefulness was, but I felt it in His presence. I felt hope, and most of all finally I felt love inside!  

Eventually I found a church and met a teacher from Village Schools. She invited me to attend Cover to Cover and I 
signed up the day the class began! I was in Dr. Martin’s class happy and anxiously excited as ever to be around 
people who love the LORD as much as me!!  It has been a ride from there!! Oh GOD is Good! Since being in Cover to 
Cover, God has healed deep trauma. I have forgiveness of both my mother and father, and most of all God showed 
me how to give and receive real love through His children at the church!   

My plans are to sign up for Cover to Cover again and this time to bring my daughter! Many blessings to all of you!”  

We praise God for the transformation of lives that He does through students understanding His Word!  

Anther convincing evidence that our 40-year mission is vital is the 2022 State of the Bible survey by the American Bible 
Society. I hope viewing the results below will stir your passion as it has mine.  

First, the survey revealed an alarming decrease in Americans reading the Bible. “In every study since 2018, Bible Users 
have accounted for between 47 and 49 percent of American adults,” the survey found. “However, the 2022 data 
showed a 10 percent decrease from the same time in 2021. That means nearly 26 million Americans reduced or 
stopped their interaction with Scripture in the past year,” it reported. For comparison, 26 million people are  
approximately 4 ½ times as many people as live in Minnesota!  

How do you respond to this information? My initial response to this data was grief. However, upon reflection, the  
statistic ignites my zeal for our calling. In part, the survey results explain the waywardness of our culture. News reports 
convey the symptoms. The root cause is our culture’s lack of allegiance to God and His Word.  

The survey results expose an urgent need for the Bible to be taught and understood by its hearers. In Paul’s letter to 
the Romans, he pleads for the salvation of the Jews while emphasizing that the message of salvation is for all of  
humanity. In this context, he writes, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 
10:17). Faith, which is necessary for salvation, is the outcome of God’s word being taught.  

Another reason our mission is so vital comes from the same report. The survey found that “beginning in 2020 and  
accelerating since then, Bible Users have showed a decreased level of Spiritual Impact from the Bible. In 2022,  
Americans are less likely than ever before to say that the Bible is influencing the way they live out their faith in  
relationship to others.” 

Our mission presses us to teach the Bible not for information but as a tool used by the Holy Spirit to bring a lasting 
(Continued on page 6) 
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18 months ago Letson Kamwana opened a Village Schools of the 
Bible satellite school in Masiphumelele on the outskirts of Cape 
Town. Despite the disruptions of Covid, he has faithfully discipled 
and taught a group of students who completed both the Old and 
New Testament semesters and graduated last month. 

Highlights from the first CtoC graduation in Cape Town 

+ 15 students earned Cover to Cover certificates and five earned 
diplomas at Village School’s first graduation in Masiphumelele, 
South Africa. 

• Note: This is a real accomplishment as Letson’s classes 
meet twice weekly for 18 months and all students 
write papers.  

+ On June 18, 2022, the Methodist Church hosted the graduation where several local pastors were special guests 
and speakers.  

+ The graduation event generated so much interest and excitement that there was standing room only! 150 people 
from Masiphumelele were expected and 230 people actually attended.  

+ A much-celebrated result of the event is a whole new class of 20 students who intend to take Cover to Cover 
this year! Classes begin in mid-July.   

+ Four of the diploma students have now applied to further their studies with SATS (the South African  
Theological Seminary), and will use their VSB class for credit through our articulation (credit transfer) agreement. 

Diploma Students: Patrick Backnet, Sydney Banda, Francisco Daluni, Ralph Gwiranani, Lovemore Kanyongo 

Certificate Students: Christa Apollis, Gilbert Diston, Nomathamsanga George, Olivia Gwedeza, Sakhumzi Kakaza,  
Geynor Kalumba, Martha Kamanga, Nokhwezi Mathambo, Dennis Mbisa, Nosisa Mdudu, Dover Ndjate,  
Thandiswa Qoboka, Thina Siyephu, Blessings Soko,  Michael Tyhali 

Masiphumelele Students Graduate 

L-R: Students proudly display their certificates; Letson leading the ceremonies; the community gathered to honor the students  
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Help promote our fall classes—become an Ambassador 

[God is] entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his  
appeal through us. (2 Cor. 5:19-20).  
 
If you are a past Village Schools’ student you know the value of studying the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.   
If Cover to Cover changed your life, it could change someone else's too. Can you help us promote our fall classes 
among your network so that many more people can experience transformation from a cohesive understanding of 
God’s Word. 
 
Ways you can help 
+ Host a promo party for your church friends, and family at your home. 
+ Send an email encouraging people you know to take  Cover to Cover or one of our new classes. 
+ Invite a friend or family member to take a class with you and meet with them regularly to process what you  

are both learning. 
+ Sponsor someone to take a class. 
+ Promote the class at your church by connecting a VSB staff member with your pastor. 
+ Share the information about Cover to Cover in your small group or Sunday school class or invite a VSB staff  

member to visit your group. 
 
The staff at Village Schools are here to assist you. We can provide promotional materials, visit your group or discuss 
ideas.  
 
Interested? To learn more about the VSB Ambassador program, contact us at 952.540.9460 or by email at 
Trish@villageshcoolsofthebible.org  

Scholarship Update 

We are so grateful for your gifts to the Village Schools of the Bible  

Scholarship Fund. In May and June we focused on raising funds for  

scholarships for students attending Cover to Cover next school year. The  

result is 28 additional scholarships raised thanks to your generosity. 

These scholarships give students in South Africa and some in the USA the  

opportunity to attend a Cover to Cover class which would otherwise be out  

of their financial reach.  

Since we launched the scholarship program in May 2021 we have assisted 

36 students. In Masiphumelele near Cape Town, South Africa there have been 31 students taking Cover to Cover.   

Most of them pay what they can afford each month to take the class, and many cannot afford to pay anything at all.  

On average these students pay the equivalent of about $3 a month for the class. Additional funds are needed for the 

teacher’s stipend  and other costs such as the textbooks. The Village Schools scholarship fund, along with other  

ministry funds, make it possible to have a class in Masiphumelele where people are hungry for God’s Word.  

THANK YOU for your investment in the lives of others! 



change in a person’s life. Students who take Cover to Cover marinate in the LORD’s faithful love and mercy,  
highlighted in the Scarlet Thread of Redemption.  

In years to come, we are trusting God to make an eternal difference in the lives of our Cover to Cover students, and 

through them in our culture at large. Would you join us in praying for VSB students to be like the seed sown on 

“good soil that multiples 30, 60, and 100-fold” (Matthew 13:8)? And as lives change through teaching God’s word  

revival in our nation will be the result. Together, let’s ask God to bring reforms like Josiah implemented as he reigned 

over rebellious Judah.  
 

The nation of Judah had sunk to new lows under the leadership of King Manasseh. He desecrated even the temple 
with idols. During his reign, Judah did more evil than its pagan neighbors. When his grandson, Josiah, came to the 
throne, he allocated resources to repair the temple. Because of the clean-up efforts, the priest found the Book of the 
Law. He read it to Josiah, whose immediate response was to repent of Judah’s disobedience.                                                                                                              
Josiah gathered all of Judah “both small and great” to hear the Book of the Law read. He then dedicated himself to 
following God and His commandments and all the people did the same. Great reforms followed. He tore down every 
altar to idols set up in the high places and demolished all household gods (from 2 Kings 21-23). In summary, revival 
happened.  

Imagine a day when even half of our Cover to Cover students become fluent in the gospel and 
are mobilized to reproduce their faith in others’ lives. These hundreds of Holy Spirit empowered, 
scripture-grounded believers, will take the gospel next door and to the ends of the earth.  
Do I hear an amen?!  

(Continued from page 2) 
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Tribute by Mathabo Masilele, VSB teacher in South Africa 

Morgan Padyachee, pictured left with Mathabo, was a student of Cover to 

Cover in 2020/2021 in Mathobo’s class in Amanzimtoti, South Africa. 

He came to class enthusiastically and like a sponge absorbed everything 

that was taught. He was from a Hindu background and therefore was only 

exposed to the preaching of the Word not the teaching of the Word. Each 

week he faithfully attended class.  

When it came time to do the Scarlet Thread Presentation, Morgan 

organized teams to do the work and they came to class and spent time 

deliberating on how to do the presentation. The end product was  

beautiful as Morgan now understood not only the Old Testament but 

the need for Christ.  

He attended part of the New Testament class, however he couldn’t continue because he was offered a job in Limpopo 

Province, in the northern part of South Africa, and had to leave. Before he left however, he took his understanding of 

the Scarlet Thread to the Men’s Ministry were he explained to them his understanding. This was his joy and as a  

teacher it was a joy for me to watch and listen to his excitement of his newfound love for the Word of God.  

Sadly, Morgan went to be with the Lord in June 2022 at the age of 67 years. We know for sure that he loved the Lord 

and he loved sharing his newfound knowledge of the Bible. He was very appreciative of Cover to Cover because it 

afforded him the opportunity to read each book, something he could not have accomplished on his own. 
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Congratulations Cover to Cover Students! 




