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Does your family work on a jigsaw puzzle over the holidays?  
It is an activity that can bridge the age gap between generations. 
Large and small hands alike can hunt to find the piece of the 
blue sky that is still missing to complete the horizon. Finding 
that illusive piece can even earn someone bragging rights for  
the rest of the day! 
 

Cover to Cover graduates often share a similar testimony. The 
class pieces together the 66 books of the Bible as one cohesive 
story. In testimonials, the most common refrain is “taking Cover 
to Cover helped me understand how the Old Testament and  
New Testament fit seamlessly together”. 
 

This discovery is more than a cognitive exercise. God reveals Himself–Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-throughout 
the study. His abundant mercy toward us as rebels ignites a love response. It is a message that must be told!  
Hundreds of people have understood, through Cover to Cover, the centrality of the gospel story woven 
through all of Scripture. This grounds their faith and equips them to pass it on to others. This multiplication 
of faith comes in a variety of ways: teaching Sunday school, mentoring teen-age girls in youth group,  
generously resourcing Kingdom work, etc. 
 

Thank you for partnering with us so that the message of God’s faithful, covenant love affects people around 
the world! Even this week, Letson, a Village Schools teacher in Masiphumelele, South Africa, told us of an  
influential school principal and pastor who joined his Cover to Cover class mid-way through. He loved the 
class! So, he brought more people with him the next week! With joy, Letson spawned a new class. The  
graduation for Letson's first Cover-to-Cover class is slated for June. 
 

Our plan for 2022, as the Lord provides, is to:  
1. Design a new edition of the New Testament Cover to Cover student notebook  
2. Write a Cover to Cover Teacher’s guide necessary to hiring new teachers  
3. Expand our global partnerships  
4. Plant a Cover to Cover Bible Survey Class in additional churches and YMCAs  

 

We humbly and boldly invite you to continue to invest your resources in our mission to “Teach the Bible to 
see lives transformed”! Your generous help enables Village Schools to equip God’s people for works of  
service. We thank God for you!  
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“I was a Muslim for eight years,” she told me, this lovely woman from Nigeria, living now in snowy Minnesota.  

I met Amy a year ago this December. Her shy eyes and smile were wrapped up in a warm winter jacket and scarf that 
day.  My pastor and another person had just  finished praying with her and they motioned me over.  Amy and I met, 
instantly feeling a kinship in our love for West Africa and memories of the foods, flavors, and people there.  

With Village Schools of the Bible’s New Testament Cover to Cover class about to start, it was a perfect way for Amy to 
dig deeper into her newly-restored relationship with Jesus. Nervous about the icy snowy roads and unfamiliar streets, 
Amy joined our class each week over WhatsApp video phone calls. We passed the phone around so that she could 
meet the Bible study group in the minutes before class started each week, and her voice piped up from within the 
phone screen during group discussions.  

“Want to do a Bible study and prayer time together each week, just the two of us?” I had asked her, and we started 
meeting on Sunday nights over video phone.  

I’ve known Amy for almost one year now, and I am so thankful for her and our friendship. For eleven months, we 
have prayed together, studied God’s word together, and applied it to our lives. Going through the book of Mark and 
then the book of Acts together, we have opened up our lives.  

Amy came to my house when our New Testament Cover to Cover class culminated 
in a party last spring for a chilly May bonfire in the backyard. Our group cradled 
steaming cups of tea and hot cocoa and reminisced about the study together, loath 
to part ways for the summer and thankful for the close friendships we had built 
over the year.  

Amy invited me to her home too. This summer, after a delicious Nigerian dinner of 
beans and rice, fish, and fried sweet plantain, we made ourselves comfortable on 
her couch.   

She asked about my mom’s shoulder pain and a friend from church who had had a 
stroke.  

“How is your mom’s coworker who was kidnapped?” I asked. “Any news?”  

We spoke of armed bandits, of extreme jihadist groups who were attacking Nigerian 
villages, and of retaliatory skirmishes between the Muslim and Christian communities. Fresh on our minds was the cri-
sis in Afghanistan too, and we paused to swallow tears for both countries’ tragedies.  

“You know what?!” I breathed it out fast. It felt audacious and bold, but I wanted to do it.  

“Let’s pray for the leaders of the Taliban and of Boko Haram. Let’s pray for them to know Jesus!” 

Amy and I had just studied in the book of Acts the true story of terror-spilling Saul/Paul, whose life God had trans-
formed from Christian-killer to Jesus-follower.  

“Let’s pray that Jesus does that for the Taliban and the Boko Haram leaders too,” I said, and immediately thought of 
the phrase, I believe but help my unbelief. Amy and I laughed and admitted that fear sheepishly aloud.  

“God, please give them dreams or visions of you, just like you did to Saul,” we prayed.  

As one of Village Schools of the Bibles’ teachers, I am honored and thankful for the people I meet in our studies each 
year, and grateful for new sisters in Jesus. 

Jennifer Dougan is one of our VSB Cover to Cover class teachers. She is in her 5th year of teaching with VSB and says she 
counts it as one of her joys. www.jenniferdougan.com  
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“And now you know…the rest of the story!” Some of you had the privilege of listening to Paul Harvey’s  newscast, 
which ran from 1976 to 2009. He mastered using intrigue to capture the audience’s focus by withholding the most  
important fact about the story until the end of his segment. His closing comment was usually, “And now you know…
the rest of the story!” 

Do you like to hear the inside scoop? If so, you might be curious to 
hear how we selected Village School’s new office. We approached 
the decision with intentionality, knowing it required a five-year 
lease. 

First, we sought wise counsel from our Board of Directors, and  
others. Then we as staff comprised a robust pro/con list that  
contained as many facts as possible. Our next step was to pray  
together, asking the Lord to give us His thoughts.  

The following are verses that came into our minds as we  
listened to the Lord in prayer. To the one who thinks most  
practically, these verses brought peace, “For I know the plans  
I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil,  
to give you a future and a hope” (Jer. 29:11), and “The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his 
steps” (Prov. 16:9).  

To the one who thinks most about our financial outlook, the verses God brought to mind yielded security, “Therefore I 
tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will 
put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? (Matt. 6: 
25-26).    

Likewise, to the person who thinks most about Village Schools strategic direction, God’s promise in Matt 28:20, “I will 
be with you always, even to the end of the age”, spawned courage.  

We sensed God’s message to us went beyond our office decision, rather He affirmed He has plans to  continue to use 
us to equip disciples of Christ throughout the world. Confidence and renewed enthusiasm resulted from this decision-
making process, primarily because of God’s faithfulness to use His Word to lead us.  

And YOU are evidence of God’s faithfulness as well! Thank you for all the ways you have joined us in our  
mission. We are so grateful to you!  

The rest of the story...about our office move 

Thank you to the volunteers who helped us move! 
 

VSB’s new home: Valley Office Park in Bloomington 

Left (L-R):  Taking a 
breatherJustin, Trish, 
Liza, Sally, Ron, War-
wick. 

Right: Sally moving 
boxes from the pod to 
the office. 

Right: All done!

Cindy, Beth and 

Laurie take stock of 

the new space. 



Letson Kamwane, our Malawian-born teacher, is preparing and equipping four Village Schools graduates from a poor 
township called Masiphumelele near Cape Town, to be Cover to Cover teachers starting in 2022. This is an excellent 
example of the kind of multiplication we love to see! Once these prospective teachers have been interviewed, vetted 
and approved, they will join the Village Schools teaching staff, recruit their own students and start their own classes. 
Our prayer is that this multiplication process will continue! 

Join us as we praise the Lord! It is a joy to see how He raises 
up his people, from every nation, from all tribes and  
peoples and languages (Rev 7:9), bringing God’s light to the 
nations, that His salvation may reach to the end of the earth 
(Is 49:6)! 

Five additional Cover to Cover graduates from Letson’s  
class plan to continue their studies at the South African  
Theological seminary where they will further their Bible  
education. We believe that God has great things in store  
for these wonderful students who God has raised up from 
Maspihumelele. 

Letson and his students thank you for your generous support for Village Schools of the Bible, without which so many 
would be left in spiritual darkness. They thank you for your partnership in the gospel which they deeply appreciate 
(Phil 1:3-6). 

Cover-to-Cover at the YMCA 
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Next Steps for Cover-to-Cover graduates in South Africa 

Two Cover-to-Cover classes, one at the New Hope YMCA and one 
at the Ridgedale YMCA, have started well. One of the students 
attending the New Hope YMCA taught by Jennifer Dougan is a  
Kenyan American whose pastor (also Kenyan) is interested in  
exploring the possibility of teaching the Cover-to-Cover class next 
fall. 

About a quarter of the class of 25 attending the Ridgedale YMCA 
Cover-to-Cover class are College-age students. Their level of  
interest is reflected in the in-class questions and the after-class  
dialog they engage in with Cover-to-Cover teacher, Pastor Ryan 
Habbena. Students love the new insights they are gaining from  
this course! 

The New Testament semesters at the New Hope and Ridgedale Ys 
start in January. In addition, we are exploring the possibility of starting new Cover-to-Cover classes, led by teachers 
being prepared, equipped and trained by Laurie, at additional YMCA sites, in the fall of 2022. Do you know that 
churches are being planted at some of the YMCAs in the Greater Twin Cities? We are excited by this kind of  
multiplication potential. Would you like to lead a Bible Study at a Y? If so, let us know. 

We praise the Lord for these opportunities to partner with the Y in living out its original Christian mission. 

Students in Letson’s class in Masiphumelele. 

Ridgedale YMCA class. 
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Visit our website to learn more about our classes. 
REGISTER: Online: villageschoolsofthebible.org | Email: trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org | Phone: 952-540-9460 

Prophecy Luncheons  

Study prophecy in the light of current events 
with Dr. Harvey Martin. 
 

Lectures take place on Thursdays, from 11:30 
am—1:00 pm meeting virtually or in  
Lakeville alternately. Check our website for 
current information. Bring your own lunch. 

Cover-to-Cover New Testament Classes 

Cost $149 per person/family maximum $249; $125 alumni. 

Scholarships available—please ask. 
 

Monday Evenings  
YMCA Ridgedale, Minnetonka | Ryan Habbena | 6:30-8:30 pm |  
January 10 to April 25  

Virtual Class | Harvey Martin | 6:30-8:30 pm | January 10 to April 25  

Tuesday Evenings  
YMCA New Hope | Jennifer Dougan | 6:00-8:00 pm |  
January 4 to April 19 

Living Waters Church, Lakeville | John Mayer | 6:30-8:30 pm |  
January 11 to April 26  

Five Oaks Church, Woodbury | Titus Wanyonyi | 6:30-8:30 pm | 
 January 11 to April 26  

Bethel Baptist Church, Mendota Heights | Laurie Besonen |  
6:30-8:30 pm | January 11 to April 26  

Virtual Class | Ryan Habbena | 6:30-8:30 pm | January 11 to April 26  

Wednesday Evenings  
Westwood Church—Bush Lake, Bloomington | John Mayer | 6:30-
8:30 pm | January 12 to April 27  
 

Thursday Evenings 
Wayzata Free Church, Plymouth | Harvey Martin | 6:30-8:30 pm |  
January 13 to April 28 (minimum of 10 people required) 

Online NT Course 
Mentor: Harlan Seri| January 10 to April 28  
(minimum of 10 people required) 
Weekly lessons are offered via our online platform. Participate when it 
suits you best.  

Spread the WORD… 

New Testament classes are open to everyone,  
even those who have not taken the Old Testament semester. 

Invite a friend, neighbor or family member to join you  
or give them a gift of a class. 

A new way to take CtoC 

A self-study version of the Old Testament 
Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey course is now 
available!  

This course distils previous Executive  
Director, Pastor Warren Coe’s lifetime of pas-
toral and Bible teaching experience. The in-
dependent study option allows you to start 
your Cover-to-Cover course at any time, and 
study entirely at your own time and pace.  

Note, however, that because this is a self-
study course, there is no interaction with oth-
er students and no personalized feedback 
from a teacher. Since there is no grading by a 
teacher, you cannot  
obtain College Credit with the self-study 
course.  

However, this course is specifically  
designed for students who enjoy studying 
on their own, so if you like independent 
study, this course is for you!  

Through a rich combination of text as well as 
professionally recorded audio and video les-
sons, Warren Coe will guide you step-by-step 
as you read the entire Bible from Cover-to-
Cover. This is a great way to enrich your read-
ing of the Bible! 

The independent study option is available at 
a cost of $75.  
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May the Mind of Christ, my Savior 

 

May the mind of Christ, my Savior, 
Live in me from day to day, 

By his love and pow'r controlling 

All I do and say. 

May the word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour to hour, 

So that all may see I triumph 

Only through his pow'r. 

May the peace of God, my Father, 
Rule my life in ev'rything, 

That I may be calm to comfort 

Sick and sorrowing. 

May the love of Jesus fill me 
As the waters fill the sea. 

Him exalting, self abasing: 

This is victory. 

May we run the race before us, 
Strong and brave to face the foe, 

Looking only unto Jesus 

As we onward go. 

Hymn by Kate B Wilkinson (1859-1928) 

Based on Philippians 2:5; 1:20-21 

We share this prayer with you this Christmas, and pray your  

holiday season will be filled with His peace and love. 



Scholarship Update 
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Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together  
and running over, will be poured into your lap.-- Luke 6:38 

 

This article from the ECFA highlights tax benefits available right now to our generous donors. 

Below are temporary opportunities in the tax law encouraging you to invest in our charitable organization now. But 
those provisions are set to expire on December 31! This is so important that the IRS actually issued a special “tax tip” 
earlier this fall for generous givers like you. (See “Expanded tax benefits help individuals and businesses give to charity in 2021”, Sept. 28, 2021, 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/expanded-tax-benefits-help-individuals-and-businesses-give-to-charity-in-2021.) 

Here is the gist (in plain English) of the benefits meant to support your giving this year: 

• If you do not itemize deductions: You can deduct up to $300 contributed to this ministry 
during 2021 — $600 if you are a married couple filing a joint return — even if you do not itemize and take 
the standard deduction. 

• If you do itemize deductions: For gifts in 2021, you can elect to claim a charitable deduction for cash 
donations up to 100 percent of your adjusted gross income (consult your tax professional for limited  
exceptions). 

• If you run a business: The deduction thresholds for cash donations for many businesses have temporarily in-
creased depending on your status as a corporation, sole proprietorship, and so forth. Explore this with your tax 
professional. 

These incentives are slated to end this year, so please consider taking advantage of these opportunities before  
December 31. 

QCDs/RMDs: 

Note that at age 72 or older, you can make a QCD (Qualified Charitable Distribution) from your IRA directly to our min-
istry.  This can reduce your tax bill as it does not result in taxable income. It’s effectively  
another way to qualify for a charitable tax benefit — whether you itemize your taxes or not! 

Thank you again for your continued partnership with Village Schools of the Bible. Our team is truly humbled by your 
generosity, and we thank God for you continually as we remember you in our prayers.  

Do you know? IRS tax tips for charitable giving 

22 people responded to the “25 for 25” appeal for scholarships in May this year.  
Those 22 people have given over $5,000 to help students who would otherwise not  
be able to attend a Cover to Cover class. 

Most of these scholarship beneficiaries are from poorer areas in South Africa where  
about 20 students benefited from your generosity. These students  show amazing  
tenacity in their studies and several of them wish to go on to teach Cover to Cover  
in their communities. In addition, a few financially challenged students in the USA  
also received scholarships.   

Thank you for your generosity! 
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Joy is a part of the Advent story. As you read through Luke chapters 1 & 2 the characters’ response to Jesus’ 
coming was joy. Joy seems to “bubble up and want out”. And it results in praise to God.  

Is joy possible in a world that is increasingly hostile to the claims of Christ? Is it a reality in a world where 
suffering is rampant? Genuine joy comes from God and His goodness. We often focus on our cares and  
sorrow, our duties, and anxieties, so it takes intentionality to connect with the joy God brings. 

Look with me for a moment at the joy recorded in Luke 1 & 2: 
• Elizabeth cried out and her baby leapt for joy in her womb (1:42-44) 
• Mary praised God from her soul (1:46-56) 
• Zechariah praised God and prophesied (1:67-70) 
• The angels praised God (2:14-15) 
• The shepherds glorified God after seeing the Christ child (2:20) 
• Simeon praised God (2:28-32) 
• Anna, the prophet, praised God and told everyone that she had seen  

God’s chosen one (2:38-40) 

During Advent, we celebrate the coming of Christ, the promised  
Messiah. And we wait expectantly for His coming to reign on the earth. He came as the suffering servant 
(so He knows our griefs) and will come again as our reigning King, just as Isaiah prophesied. As we wait, God 
gave us the Holy Spirit to be our source of joy and comfort. 

We pray that as you prepare for His coming, you will experience His lasting joy–the joy that leads to praise 
and telling others about Jesus as Immanuel, God with us. 

Photo by Sean Wells on Unsplash  
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