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Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and 
you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in 
me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me, you can do nothing. (John 15:4-5, NLT) 

Abide, remain, dwell. Jesus invites us to be connected with Him in order to bear His fruit. One way to be 
more intentional in “remaining in Jesus as the vine” is to pay attention and notice Him throughout the day. 
How was a prayer of your heart answered? Where did you see nature manifest His magnificence? When did 
He remind you of a promise in His word at just the right time?  

This evening around the dinner table our family discussed the question: where did you spy God today? Each 
of us shared a moment or experience during the day when we were aware of God’s presence with us. This 
intentional discussion accomplishes two things, it prompts us to acknowledge God’s nearness (to abide). It 
also grows our relationship with each other as we share these personal insights.  

Would you like to listen into where the staff of Village Schools of the Bible have spied God recently? We 
would love to include you! The following are ways that God’s work has been clear to us: 

• We have 13 sites for Cover to Cover (CtoC) scheduled for the fall! God answered your prayers! 

• We have an updated OT student notebook that provides focus and structure to the CtoC course.  

• We have three new teachers joining our faculty!  

• We have a new database that enables us to know you and our 
students better. The transition from the old to the new system 
has gone well so far.  

• We have a growing social media presence through the work of a 
High School intern this summer.  

• In South Africa, with lockdowns because of political strife and 
Covid protections, students pitched in to pay for a member’s  
internet costs so that their CtoC class could meet on Zoom. This 
spirit of giving is much like the widow’s offering (Luke 21:1-3).  

• Our small group material, The Light of God’s Word, translated in 
Urdu is being taught to 145 students in Faisalabad, Pakistan. 

• With your generous help, we finished our fiscal year in the black. 

We are grateful that you have joined us in our mission to teach the Bible in order to see lives transformed! 
Thank you!  

(Continued on page 2) 

VSB UPDATE 

July 2021 

Where have we spied God recently? 



T E A C H I N G  G O D ’ S  W O R D  A N D  T R A N S F O R M I N G  L I V E S  

VSB UPDATE  July 2021 

   

  2 

Where have we spied God recently? 

At Bethel Baptist Church we have been privileged to host the Village Schools of the Bible Cover to Cover class 
for a number of years now. For the first time, this summer, we are holding a class on Genesis taught by Dr. 
John Mayer. 
 

It has been a “surprise class”. It is surprising because fifteen participants are actually attending a two-hour 
class every Tuesday evening in the summer in Minnesota! 
 

There is also another wonderful surprise --  four members of the class have made a commitment to be  
baptized as believers. We will be having a Baptismal Service at the lake on Sunday, August 8th.  
 

Overall, VSB has been a wonderful stimulus for a group of attendees in our church. In our Genesis Class, there 
are two attendees who are not connected with our Bethel Church Family except through the class. In the  
future we would like to have a greater outreach to our community and beyond. That is our goal for the start 
of the Old Testament Class this fall. 
 

An eyewitness account: 
“This is a unique VSB class as it has four generations of people in the class–20s to 80s, from diverse back-
grounds. In tonight’s class, a 21-year-old scholarship student said he accepted Jesus as his Lord and Savior 
and he wants to get baptized. He was very joyful, and his family even asked him why he was so happy. He 
told them about it and they were happy too! We all saw his joyfulness (Fruit of the Spirit in Gal. 5) as well in 
the class. God is at work!”  

As we begin a “new year”, our goals include:  

• Ensuring that 220 students take part in the 13 CtoC classes scheduled this fall. 

• Revising the NT CtoC student notebook and populating the online resource hub so that students have 
what they need to marinate in the love and faithfulness of our covenant God! 

• Launching another CtoC class in an immigrant community as we build relationships with immigrant lead-
ers in the Twin Cities 

• Expanding our church and YMCA partnerships by 20%  – both in the US and abroad  

• To grow and sustain our funding as we establish meaningful relationships with giving partners who join us 
in seeing people’s lives transformed by the teaching of God’s Word.  

 

We look forward to celebrating with you the impact of Village Schools of the Bible as we trust God to 
“produce much fruit” in and through our partnership this year.  And as you seek to  remain, abide, dwell in 
Christ,  may you experience His love and grace.       

(Continued from page 1) 

“Surprise Class”: from Pastor Don Delich, Bethel Baptist Church 
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Cover-to-Cover at the YMCA 

Wanted: Small Group Bible Study leaders!  

Our partnership with the YMCA has been growing over the last three years. We serve 
as community stakeholders on the leadership team of the Christian Principles  
Leadership Network of the YMCA of the North, we have developed small group  
curriculum which has been reviewed and approved for use in the YMCA, and this fall 
we are launching Cover-to-Cover courses at two YMCAs.  

• Pastor Ryan Habbena is teaching Cover-to-Cover at the Ridgedale YMCA starting 
Monday, August 30 at 6 pm. Woodridge Church is partnering with this class. 

• Jennifer Dougan is teaching Cover-to-Cover at the New Hope YMCA starting  
Tuesday September 7th at 6 pm.  We are excited to partner with New Hope Church for 
this class. 
 

The most common feedback we receive from participants who take the Cover-to-
Cover course is “I’ve never studied the Bible like this before!”. 

Would you consider joining us in this strategic mission to help the YMCA recover its 
historic mission and lift up the name of Christ in the YMCA? Here are three ways in 
which you can help to promote these classes: 

1. Inform the pastor of your church and the leaders of your teaching or local  
 outreach ministries. Ask them if they would help serve the Y. 

2. Make a brief announcement about this opportunity to your Sunday School class. 
 Help shine the Light of Christ at the Y! 

3. Invite your friends to take one of these Cover-to-Cover classes with you. 
 

For more information, call Trish at 952.540.9460 or email Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org. 

Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. (John 4:35) 
 

If you’ve taken the Cover-to-Cover course and are wondering “what next?” 
consider leading a Small Group.  
 

Village Schools of the Bible has developed a study for Small Groups based on 
the Cover-to-Cover concept. You will be equipped with a workbook, a leader’s 
guide and training to make it easy for you to get going.   

 
Why not start a small group in your neighborhood or as a lunchtime study at 
work, or with some friends at the YMCA? 
 

Alternatively, if you don’t feel ready to lead, but would like to become a member of an existing Village 
Schools of the Bible small group, contact Trish at 952.540.9460 or  Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org  and 
we’ll get you plugged in. Bring a friend! 

mailto:Warwick@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org
mailto:Warwick@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org
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FALL COVER TO COVER CLASSES 
Cover-to-Cover is a unique discipleship course designed to help  
students understand the Scarlet Thread of Redemption and apply 
God’s truth revealed in the Bible. Survey God’s Word, book by book, 
from Genesis to Revelation. Study the Old Testament this fall followed 
by the New Testament in January. The course focuses on five key 
themes: 

+ God's unfolding plan of redemption    

+ The centrality of Christ 

+ The unity of the Bible     

+ The Gospel  

+ Practical application 
 

Cost $149 per person/family maximum $249 |$125 alumni.  Scholarships available—please ask. 

Online  

Mentor: Harlan Seri | September 1—December 22 

Weekly lessons via our online platform mentored by Harlan Seri. Participate when it suits you best. 

Monday Evenings  

NEW! YMCA Ridgedale, Minnetonka | Ryan Habbena | 6:00-8:00 pm | August 30—December 13 

Living Faith Church, Blaine | Jennifer Dougan | 6:45-8:45 pm | August 30—December 13 

Virtual Class | Harvey Martin | 6:30-8:30 pm | August 30—December 13 

Tuesday Evenings  

NEW! YMCA New Hope | Jennifer Dougan | 6:00-8:00 pm | September 7—December 21 

NEW! Living Waters Church, Lakeville | John Mayer | 6:30-8:30 pm | September 7—December 21 

Five Oaks Church, Woodbury | Titus Wanyonyi | 6:30-8:30 pm | Start date to be announced 

Bethel Baptist Church, Mendota Heights | Laurie Besonen | 6:30-8:30 pm | August 31—December 14 

Grace Church, Eden Prairie | Dr. Harvey Martin  | 6:30-8:30 pm | August 31—December 14 

Virtual Class | Ryan Habbena | 6:30-8:30 pm | August 31—December 14 

Wednesday Evenings  

NEW! Westwood Church—Bush Lake, Bloomington | John Mayer | 6:30-8:30 pm | August 25—Dec 15 

Thursday Evenings 

Wayzata Free Church, Plymouth | Harvey Martin | 6:30-8:30 pm | September 2—December 22 

Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville | Titus Wanyonyi | 6:30-8:30 pm | August 26—December 16 

REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 1  

Register online at villageschoolsofthebible.org/register  

Winter Semester Dates  |January 4—April 28, 2022  | Dates vary by location 
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Introducing our new teacher: Titus Wanyonyi 

Visit our website to learn more about our classes. 
REGISTER: Online: villageschoolsofthebible.org | Email: trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org | Phone: 952-540-9460 

Study prophecy in the light of current events with Dr. Harvey Martin. 
 

Interactive lectures take place on Thursdays, year round, from 11:30 am—1:00  pm meeting in Deephaven 
and Lakeville alternately. Check our website for current information. Bring your own lunch. 

Prophecy Group Meetings 

Mr. Wanyonyi was born 57 years ago in Kenya as a first born in a family of twenty 
three siblings. Commonly called Tito (a Swahili variant of Titus), Mr. Wanyonyi is 
married to Alice with whom they have two adult sons – John and James  (29 and 24 
years old respectively). He received his conversion at a tender age of 8 years at the 
tail-end of the East African Revival. After his undergraduate studies at Kenya’s 
premier University of Nairobi in 1988, Mr. Wanyonyi was torn between a strong  
call on his life for fulltime ministry and fulfilling his societal obligation of seeing his  
many siblings through school. He struck an uncomfortable compromise of handling 
both. He chose to engage in business while ministering as an associate and teaching  
pastor in his local church.  
 

After three decades and all his siblings and children out of school and independent, Mr. Wanyonyi embarked 
on his lifelong calling by joining Bethel Seminary for his theological studies in 2018. He graduated with a  
Master of Arts in Theological Studies this Spring and is now enrolled in the Doctor of Ministry in Biblical and 
Theological Engagement Program at the same Seminary.  
 

Teaching at Village School of the Bible is a privilege Mr. Wanyonyi cherishes since it fulfils what he feels is his 
calling – teaching the word of God in its fulness both within the Seminary and church context. He looks  
forward to fruitful and enlightening engagement with the students while teaching Cover to Cover to the glory 
of God.  
 

Mr. Wanyonyi will be teaching Cover to Cover at the Five Oaks Church and Berean Church classes this fall. 
Please welcome him into the Village Schools’ Family. 

Summer isn't over yet! And neither are our classes. 

Pastor Harlan Seri will be teaching on the book of Exodus for two nights in August. Come and learn more 
about God's holiness, the 10 plagues, the Mosaic Covenant and the Tabernacle and find out how they reveal 
God's plan for our Salvation. 

Exodus: The Reason for our Salvation (2 session virtual class)| August 12 & 19 at 7:00 pm | Cost: $30 
Teacher: Harlan Seri 
A limited number of scholarships are available for this course. Contact the office for more details. 
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Updates from our South African Teachers 

From Letson Kamwana in Masiphumelele, Western Cape 
Letson teaches Cover to Cover in one of the most impoverished townships in South  
Africa, a high-unemployment country recently ravaged by looting and rioting. We  
extend a special thank you to those who have contributed scholarships. Thank you for 
helping bring the Word of God to people who are now being built up in Christ! 

Letson’s students are working through the Old Testament course and found the  
lesson on Jeremiah particularly impactful.  Here some of their comments.  
 

• I learnt that Jeremiah served God irrespective of age and God called him even before birth.  
• The message [God gave to Jeremiah] can be tough.  
• Jeremiah had faith in God; he trusted Him though going through pain, thus he was called the “weeping 

prophet”.  
 

Letson responded: Weeping is not weakness but expresses concern and dependence upon God to fulfill His 
will in my life.  I see most of my fellow South Africans—some who are called Christians, still practicing non-
Christian rituals especially when there is funeral in the family or when a young boy is circumcised according 
to their culture. Where is Christianity and salvation embraced, believing the One True God is enough? That 
question causes me to weep before the Lord.  
 

While not knowing how to begin serving God, my spiritual mother gave me three verses from Jeremiah and 
that was my confirmation of ministry:  Jeremiah 1:1—How God called me while I was ignorant of the calling;  
Jeremiah 29:11—I had my plan but God knew His plan of my life;  Jeremiah 33:3—I had doubt but God want-
ed me to trust Him.  Now I understand why I was placed in Masiphumele. 

In the middle of a pandemic and political unrest in South Africa, Cover to Cover classes are continuing 
thanks to the hard work and determination of the Lord’s faithful teachers. As the Word is taught  
individuals’ lives are being transformed. Here are some stories our South African teachers are witnessing.  
 

From Mathabo in Amanzimtoti, KwaZulu Natal 
I, Mathabo, am in the second year of teaching Cover to Cover and it is really an honor 
and a privilege. Glory to our Lord who finds us all worthy to do this!  
 

This year I have two soldiers in my class. One of the transformations that I have seen in 
their lives is when one of them asked about what his job meant to the Lord because 
there are times when he may be expected to kill people.  I witnessed a blanket of guilt 
that he carried as a young man serving his country and serving the Lord. As we  
discussed his question I saw the blanket of guilt leave and under His grace this man received fully and freely 
the love of God for him.  
 

Another transformation I witnessed is in the New Testament class. We are now studying the books of Paul 
and the strategy that the Lord gave us was to read each book in class. So each week we gather together and 
read verse by verse and discuss the book. This helps those students that are struggling to read by  
themselves to catch up on their reading. Secondly, the students get to understand the context of the book 
together as it is explained in class. There is a tangible presence of the Lord in these classes and the students 
are growing richer in their knowledge of the Word. Once again, thank you for the opportunity to teach Cover 
to Cover.  
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Other events 

As is the case with the YMCA and City Vision, our partnership with Shine/Merge is a crucial building block in 
VSB's focus on engaging gospel-centered movement leaders for God's Kingdom purposes. Kenyan-born  

executive director Dr. Sammy Wanyonyi is a highly re-
spected leader among various ethnic groups in the Twin 
Cities. Connections through his ministry has helped us 
identify, equip and launch two new Cover-to-Cover 
teachers, Cher Moua (who teaches primarily Hmong  
students) and Titus Wanyonyi (Sammy's brother). 

Merge fosters church unity across the Twin Cities for  
the sake of gospel outreach. VSB provides Bible-based 
discipleship courses as a follow-up.  Please consider 
joining in this mission for God's Kingdom, and let your 
church know about it. This is a good, practical oppor-
tunity for churches and small groups to carry out the 
Great Commission (Mt 28: 18-20). 

Visit  www.mergetwincities.org  for August events and 
more information about the Festival on September 4th. 

Our relationship with Dr. Mayer, executive director of City Vision, has been ongoing over many years. City 
Vision has deep research skills and knowledge of the changing demographics of the Twin Cities and excellent 
relationships with churches in all denominations as well as with immigrant and ethnic leaders. We are 
blessed to have Dr. John Mayer as one of our valued Cover-to-Cover teachers! 

You are invited to join one of two City Vision Tours coming up soon which give insight into the ethnic 
makeup and spiritual influences of the Twin Cities. 

• Tour 1: South Minneapolis Urban Tour Saturday, July 31, 2021| 8:45 am—2:30 pm. | Cost $20 p/p.  
  Visit the most diverse neighborhood in the USA where 100+ languages are spoken. 
• Tour 2: St. Paul Tour Saturday, September 25, 2021 |8:45 am—2:30 pm. | Cost $20 p/p. 
   Explore the Eat Street of St. Paul with over 60 ethnic restaurants 
 

 Meet at Bethel Baptist Church in Mendota Heights at 8:45 a.m.   
 

Register at www.cityvisiontc.org 

Interested in practical evangelism and outreach training? 

Learn about the diversity of the Twin Cities 

https://www.mergetwincities.org/calendar/
http://www.cityvisiontc.org
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“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  

and it will be done for you” (John 15: 7).  

Your prayer support builds our faith. Would you join us by praying:   

• That VSB will bear lasting fruit that brings God glory   

• That each of the 13 Cover to Cover sites will have a full class (17 
plus) and that each student would grow in becoming a lifelong 
disciple of Christ   

• That God will abundantly provide for our needs so that we can 
be a part of a movement that helps expand God’s Kingdom 
around the globe.   

PS. Join us by setting an alarm on your phone for 9:00 pm daily to pray for 
VSB.   

What’s inside: 

Page 2—Surprise class 

Page 3—YMCA partnership; 
Small Group studies 
 
Page 4—Fall class information 

Page 5—New Teacher  

Page 6—News from South  
Africa 
 
Page 7—Partner events 

Pray with us 


