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The impact of God’s Word in Pakistan 

Tears of joy flowed when the first group of Pakistanis  
graduated from the Old Testament Overview course last 
year. Tears from a participant who expressed joy at how 
God changed her through His Word; tears from the  
sponsors who are grateful to God for transforming lives in 
Pakistan.  This came about from the passion of one  
Cover-to-Cover  graduate, Tanveer Gulzaar, who has been 
gripped by God’s calling to see the Gospel shared with the 
people in his home country. 
 

Tanveer established  Savior's Mission International to teach the Word to the poor and neglected mostly 
Christians in Pakistan. Recently he took over a school in Pakistan to expand on this vision. Renovations have 
been completed, the school has been equipped with IT resources, teachers have been hired, and over 100 
children have enrolled. This is an explicitly Christian school offering general subjects, but most importantly, 
the Bible is taught. The primary text is the Bible Overview course written by previous VSB executive director, 
Warren Coe, which has been translated into Urdu.  Thank you, our giving partners and friends who are 
praying, for your partnership, which enables Village Schools of the Bible to teach God’s Word to see lives 
change! To learn more about this transformational work taking place in Pakistan, see this video 
here:   https://vimeo.com/525162824.  
  

Impact of God’s Word in downtown Minneapolis  
Randy has been attending Bible studies for some time at 
Free Grace United Church (previously Grace-in-the-City)  
in downtown Minneapolis. He has heard the gospel, felt 
God's call, and has just celebrated a few months of  
sobriety. He knows that recovery will be a tough journey, 
but we rejoice with him that he has recently committed  
his life to Jesus Christ.   
 

Sara, who was recently offered employment at the treat-
ment center where she successfully completed her rehab, is another person impacted by the Gospel. Like 
Randy, Sara also attends a small group, led by two VSB course graduates, using the Light of God’s Word Bible 
study booklets from VSB (see page 7). She loves the Lord and has developed a solid knowledge of the Bible. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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“My pleasure”, was her distinctive response. At least, I thought it was distinctive. I hadn’t heard that reply 
before at a fast-food restaurant. After all, I was just a weary traveler who was primarily looking for clean  
restrooms and lunch for my son. The sincere curtsy extended to me was noteworthy. Yet, what I soon  
discovered is that the entire company used this phrase with all their customers. It was part of their values.  

 

Values for a business or non-profit or ministry are  
the means to the end; they set the priorities in  
decision making, communication and relationships. 
They are the promise of who we are at the core. At 
Village Schools of the Bible, it is our intention that 
whether you are the UPS delivery person, a student 
or a pastor, that you will experience our four values 
of being Christ-centered, Spirit-filled, student  
focused, and always growing. Whether you express  
approval or frustration, we aim to exude these  
values in our connection with you.  
 

in this article, I will briefly describe each of our values and their biblical support. We have written a longer 
explanation of them on our blog at villageschoolsofthebible.org/blog. 
 

Christ-Centered: we align our heart and actions to Jesus’s priorities. He specified that the greatest  
commandment is to love God with our whole being and to treat others like our neighbor (Matt. 
22:36-40). Being Christ-Centered means we seek to please Him first. 

Spirit-filled: we yield to the Holy Spirit’s control on a moment-by-moment basis, following His lead in 
thought, word and deed (Romans 6:11-14). To be Spirit-filled means we immerse ourselves in the 
Holy Spirit-inspired, living and active, Word of God, letting “the word of God dwell in us richly”  
(Col. 3:16).  

Student Focused: we serve, plan, partner and lead with the primary outcome of seeing transformed 
lives in our students. We want all of our students to “be thoroughly equipped for every good work”  
(2 Tim 3: 16-17). We trust that as students take our courses, they will become disciple makers  
(2 Tim 2:2).  

Growth: the promise that God gave to Abraham and the commission that Jesus gave His disciples  
implies growth. We pursue growth because Abraham’s seed (Jesus) was to bless all peoples (Gen. 
12:3). The nations are Christ’s inheritance (Psalm 2) and we are His ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20).  

 

These four values frame our work. They serve as both the background music and the focal point of our 
efforts. We trust they will permeate your experience with us as well. Please let us know if that is not the 
case. Living out these values is our expression of trust in God, through the power of His Spirit, to begin a 
spiritual movement through us as we disciple people in the teachings of and about Jesus.  

By Laurie Besonen, Executive Director 

V S B  U P D A T E  
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SpringForwardMN | May 1-11 
 

Village Schools of the Bible will be participating in the SpringForwardMN giving campaign sponsored by 
GiveMN. 
 

Your support is vital to the health of this ministry. Please consider making a gift to support our mission of 
Teaching God’s Word in order to Transform lives. See our website, villageschoolsofthebible.org/give for 
more information. 

Make an impact while giving wisely 

What do you think? 

In order to improve our communication we are asking all recipients of this newsletter to take a quick survey 
to help us understand how you perceive the VSB Update and how we could improve it. Please take 2 minutes 
to complete this survey. Copy this link into your web browser and respond by April 15:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q2R2RQR      Thank you! 

Four ways to give to Village Schools of the Bible, and receive tax benefits  
 

As tax time approaches, we want to share some ideas about how giving 
to Village Schools can provide tax benefits to you. Check out this infor-
mation about donating cash, long-term appreciated assets like stocks, 
making Required Minimum Distributions from your retirement funds, 
and utilizing donor-advised funds for charitable contributions.  Find out 
more on our website villageschoolsofthebible.org/give  

Spring Fundraiser 

Her pastor has just invited her to lead a Bible Study group. It is exciting to see how God transforms and  
multiplies His people through the power of His Word! 
 

Free Grace United church ministers to the transient population downtown, many of whom have challenges 
regarding poverty, homelessness, addictions, relational conflict, or crime. Some among this transient  
population come to the church for donated clothing as well as bodily and spiritual food. Spiritual nourish-
ment consists of Bible studies held on a daily basis in the church's worship center. It has been amazing to see 
the level of spiritual hunger among people earnestly searching for new life.  Village Schools is delighted to 
partner with Free Grace United in this ministry.  Learn more in this video:  https://vimeo.com/525159681. 

Stories of Transformation (continued from page 1) 

https://vimeo.com/525159681
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Thank You to our Faithful Ministry Partners!       

DONORS for more than 30 years 
Becky & Bruce Anderson 
Dick & Lois Barth 
Gregg & Nancy Bergman 
Fred Bills 
Peter & Kay Carlson 
Paul Chamberlain 
Jeanette Clifford 
Lannie & Judy Cragg 
Tom & Mary Ann Dahlquist 
Wendy and Cliff Duske  
Bill & Ginny Fiedler 
Gerald & Joan Fredin 
Steve & Liv Grosser 
Gilbert & Judy Jerde 
Bob & Kathy Kleinschmidt 
Gordon Kotila 
Daniel & Karen Latt 
Bill & Joan C. Murphy 
Jim & Laurie Murphy 
Paul & Carol Paulson 
Roger P. & Melanie Peterson 
Terry & Janie Saxton 
Adelle Seanor 
Bev Sorensen 
Dean & Kathy Spike 
Darrell & Gaye Sykes 
Clarke & Iris Tungseth 
Wayne & Suzanne Weiss 
Fred & Kay Zimmerman 
 
DONORS for 20-30 years 
Warwick & Trish Alcock 
Allan & Ann Anderson 
David & Norma Bly 
Les & Martha Curtis 
Tom & Cheryl Egan 
Brenda Gold 
Marlene & Ron Gray 
Steve & Barb Gretch 
Ken & Doris Hastey 
Pam & Steve Hauck 
Pam Irwin 
Helen Jacobsen 
Joni Jacobson 
Gary & Sue Kakach 
Beth Keister 

Gerald & Barbara Olson 
Donna & Marvin Ortquist 
Doug & Melanie Peterson 
Marilyn & Jerry Pitmon 
Kaye & Jerry Rachel 
Dwight & Rhonda Schneibel 
Mike & Lisa Marie Skaalerud 
Joel & Margarita Songstad 
Jackie West 
 
DONORS for 10-20 years 
Dwight & Kaye Abrams 
Sarah & Curtis Black 

Milo & Louise Falk 
Bruce & Sandy Gilbert 
Mike & Lori Aarvig-Heimel 
Joseph & Rachel Latt 
Donald L & Kaye Olson 
Jerry & Kristy Quaal 
Robert & Barbara Ross 
Sara and Stephen Underdal 
Wayzata Free Church, MN 
Reuel J. Wehling 
Dean & Heather Whyte 
 
DONORS for 5-10 years 
Andrew & Rebecca Berglund 
Bob & Catherine Besonen 
Faith Brown 
Laurel Brunst 

Mark & Jan Carlson 
Donna Cody 
Todd & Peggy Coe 
Warren & Marlys Coe 
Conquering King Fellowship 
Bill & Sandy Dahlen 
Jacob & Kristin Dahlen 
Judy Ellis 
Angela Erhard 
Richard & Olivia (Chelly) Evans 
Doug & Mona Fruen 
Dave & Paula Gaiser 
Todd & Kathy Giere 

Eileen Gogolakis 
David & Deann Gollin 
Patty & James Goodwin 
Richard & Charlotte Greene 
Karan Hillberg 
Audrey Johnson 
John & Sandra Johnson 
Arlene LaBounty 
Gregory & Dede Lawson 
Jan & Roger Luoma 
Harvey & Grace Martin 
Rose Ann Mazierski 
Brenda & David McCulloch 
Dave & Sue McKinley 
Gary & Taunya Moore 
Gen Olson 
Virgil & Susan Pilcher 

Bill & Colleen Prefer 
Jerry & Margery Ryks 
Angela Sadat & Eli Coffey 
Rachelle Schulz 
Jim & Becky Sorensen 
Janice Stephenson 
Darin & Kristine Tosse 
Gary & Cyndi Webb 
 
DONORS for  1-5 years 
Cheryl Akulian 
Peter Armstrong 
Judd & Renee Axelson 
Bartlett, Charles & Jody 
George & Jean Batte 
Elaine Besonen 
Ron & Laurie Besonen 
Kathryn Besonen 
Halk & Cheryl Biel 
Paul & Donna Bierhaus 
Bob & Nancy Boyer 
Tom & Judy Bresnahan 
Dana Brumitt 
Sandy Bryntesen 
Perry & Stephanie Buckland 
Phil & Anita Buckland 
Juan Bustos 
Marilyn Chambers 
Teresa Craven 
Barb Davis 
Lesley & Walter Dorman 
Justin & Jaime Eggert 
Cheryl Ellefson 
Stephen & Beatriz Ferrall 
Diane Ferry 
Grace Foster 
Randy & Stephanie Freiborg 
Chuck Gin 
John & Joyce Gokey 
Tom & Sharon Hagen 
Linda Halstead 
Michele Hawkins 
Terry & Cindy Hunst 
Kurt C. Johnson 
Mark & Pat Johnson 
Sherie Kilene 

(Continued on page 6) 

We celebrate you as a faithful giving partner! As the Board of Directors and staff, we are honored to carry out the  
legacy of Village Schools of the Bible’s 38-year ministry. And we acknowledge you as a vital part of our history! We  
are grateful for how you have enabled us, in partnership with nearly 100 churches,  to live out our mission to teach 
the Bible so that it transforms lives.    

We will wait until eternity to see the true impact of your generosity and strategic investment revealed. But for today, 
thank you for making a difference in raising up word-centered disciples of Christ.  

I thank my God in all my re-

membrance of you...making 

my prayer with joy, because of 

your partnership in the gospel 

from the first day until now…  
Philippians 1:3-7 (ESV) 
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Exodus - The Reason for our Salvation  
Harlan Seri | 3 weeks | $30 | Thursdays, May 13, 20, & 27 | 6:30-8:30 pm 

God saves us so that we can know Him and take on His character.  This is what He wanted for 
those Israelites in slavery.  Canaan was not the goal, but it did fulfill a promise.  Come and learn 
more about God's holiness, the 10 Plagues, the Mosaic Covenant and the Tabernacle.  Perhaps 
you yourself will hear a "call" like Moses during this time. A limited number of scholarships are 
available for this course. Contact the office for more details. 

 

Can I trust you, God?  How Israel’s song book instructs our contemporary living.   

Laurie Besonen | 5 weeks | $50 | Weds, May 19– June 16 | 11:30 am—12:30 pm 

The purpose of the book of Psalms is to reveal the character and actions of a faithful God no 
matter what the present looks like personally or for the nation of Israel.   During this class, we 
will ask questions that get to the heart level:  Can I trust you, God… with my own regret and 
shame?  ...with my fears about the future? ...with injustice? ...with my concern for our nation?  

 

The Holy Spirit in Today’s Culture  

Dr. Harvey Martin | 10 weeks | $100 | Thursdays, May  6—July 8  | 6:30-8:00 pm 

The Holy Spirit is perhaps the least understood member of the Trinity. Become  
reacquainted with the person and work of the Holy Spirit. Among the many voices  
competing for attention in our busy world, learn how to discern His leading correctly.  
Understand how He can energize us to live in our world for God's purposes. This class  
will reignite your faith! 

 

Handling the Sword of the Spirit : Learning the Art and Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Ryan Habbena | 8 weeks | $80 | Tuesdays, June 1—July 27 | 6:30-8:30 pm  
(No class July 6) 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.  (1 Timothy 2:15) 

The word of God is called the “sword of the Spirit” in Ephesians 6:17.  As believers in Christ we 
are called to take up and wield this divine sword.  Join Ryan Habbena this summer for an  
8-week class in learning the art and science of Biblical interpretation.  Proper Biblical  
interpretation is essential to correctly handle the sword of the Spirit. In this class, we will  
explore the principles of  Biblical interpretation through a “hands-on-approach,” tackling certain passages (often 
“difficult passages”) to  demonstrate how understanding and applying these tried-and-true methods will equip us well 
for the divine call of “wielding the sword of the Spirit.”  

Summer is a time to relax, and refresh. But, after more than a year of the pandemic and all the other alarming news 
that constantly bombards us where do we go to find true refreshment?  God promises that His Word will refresh us. 
So, as you refresh over the summer consider diving into God’s word for spiritual refreshment too. 
 

Our summer classes listed below are offered over Zoom —you can take them wherever you are, yes, even from the 

lake! Register online today at  villageschoolsofthebible.org/register 
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Have you seen our blog posts? 
We are regularly posting blogs with the purpose of encouraging you as a faithful follower of Christ. Recent topics  
include writings pertinent to the Lenten season, a series on our Values, Thoughts on Advent and an ongoing series on 
the Psalms. Blogs are posted weekly on Tuesdays and Fridays for our series on the Psalms and on Wednesdays for  
other topics. Posts can be found on our website at villageschoolsofthebible.org/blog  

New in 2021: Special Graduation Event  
With the pandemic still making in-person meetings somewhat challenging we have decided to host a special Zoom 
Graduation for our students.  The event will celebrate our 2020/21 students and graduates and close off the year of 
Cover-to-Cover classes. It will be held on Monday, May 3rd at 6:30 pm. 
 

South West Christian High School Students undertake VSB project 
VSB is currently partnering with a project team from South West Christian High School (SWCHS) to research and distil 
ideas on how VSB can increase engagement in the 13-30 age group with Bible studies applicable to their lives. We 
would like to thank SWCHS for this partnership, especially project team members from the entrepreneurial class at 
SWCHS: Karin Shively, Sierra Rudquist, John Healy and Isaac Harrison. Thanks also to team mentor, Professor Art Hill 
from Carlson School of Management at the University of Minnesota, and SWCHS staff member Kit Avery. The team has 
already presented excellent interim proposals and we are looking forward to their final recommendations in May. We 
plan to start executing key recommendations in June. 
 

Prophecy Lunches  
Study prophecy in the light of current events with Dr. Harvey Martin.  

These take place on Thursdays, year round, from 11:30 am—1:00  pm meeting virtually on the first and third  
Thursdays of the month until further notice, and in Lakeville on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month. Check 
our website for current information. Bring your own lunch.  

 

Have you moved recently?  
Let us know so that you continue to receive our mailings.  Also, sign up to receive news via email.  
Reduce clutter and save resources! 

Frederick & Nancy Koppelman 
Amy & Keith Korsi 
Angela Laing 
Frank Magnoski 
Ben & Jill Malin 
Geraldine McBride 
Helen Menefee 
Robert & Lorelei Meyer 
Brent & Angela Miller 
Cherie Mockler 

Kent & Cindy O'Grady 
John & Janet Paul 
Ruth Ann Peterson 
Steve & Barb Pfeffer 
Paul & Kathy Plitzuweit 
Lynette Pujol 
Larry & Janet Rajek 
Patrick & Tanya Reckinger 
Dan Reed 
Gary & Jo Ann Rutherford 
Ben & Kristi Piehl Santelman 
Mary Santiago 

Julie Schmandke 
Erich Schroeder 
Sue Schultz 
Lee Schuveiller 
Harlan & Debi Seri 
John Servatius 
James Shipstad 
Van & Shirley Sindelar 
Gail Sobota 
Steve & Gail Steining 
Jim Stephenson 
Marc & Beth Swiontkowski 

Sharol Thomas 
Ase Touba 
John & LuAnn Vassar 
David & Donna Viland 
Sai Wang 
Webb Financial Group 
Ruth Westby 
Tim & Helen Wilberding 
Jack Williams 
Jim Wolszon 
Launie Zaffke 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Are you looking for a new kind of Bible Study?  
 

Two Bible study booklets written by VSB are available for use. The first Bible study 
booklet covers ten high points from the Old Testament, the second covers ten high 
points from the New Testament. Together the two ten-week studies show how the en-
tire Bible fits together to tell a single, integrated story about God. These are great re-
sources for: 
 People looking for an overview of the entire Bible in small group format. 
 People who need something easier before taking a Cover-to-Cover class. 
 Cover-to-Cover graduates who would like to lead a small group. 
 

We offer training for those who want to lead a small group.  
These Bible study booklets cost $10 each. Pick up a free copy if you would like to see if it would suitable for your group. 
Call Trish at 952.540.9460 for more information, or email her at Trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org. 
 

One participant wrote: 
I was asked by a friend if I wanted to join her in a Bible study. Not knowing anything 
about the program I said, "Absolutely!" Reading and wanting to understand the Bible  
is new to me. I started meeting along with my friend and some ladies I’ve never met 
before. I can honestly say this has been an amazing experience and I know I’ve made 
lifetime friendships with fellow friends in faith.  
 

The workbook is wonderfully done from beginner level to the advanced in Bible 
knowledge. It’s truly ideal for everyone seeking the words of the Bible. I’ve taken  
away a more personal relationship with God with the help of discussion and reading content provided in the workbook.  
I highly recommend and encourage anyone to join the Light of God’s Word study. --- Robin A. 

Small Group Bible Studies: The Light of God’s Word 

“The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results” (James 5:16b NLT). 

As we trust God to grow Village Schools, would you join us in praying specifically about:  
1. Fall Cover to Cover OT Bible Survey sites. Pray God would open doors for a dozen or more locations.  
2. Life transformation for 150 current students taking Cover-to-Cover New Testament. Pray we would equip 

them for every good work (2 Tim. 3:17). 
3. Effective revision of Cover-to-Cover OT student notebook. We desire to focus and hone the material so 

that only the essentials are in the notes. We plan to have a corresponding on-line resource center for  
further study.  

4. VSB’s health and long-term stability. Pray for God’s abundant blessing and provision on our discipleship 
ministry to Churches.  

 

Are you a prayer warrior? If so, we need you to join our prayer team. 

The Bible encourages us to pray frequently and fervently. With this in mind we want to gather a group of 
people who feel called to pray for the ministry of Village Schools of the Bible. Contact Trish at 952.540.9460 
or by email at Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org  if you are interested. 

Small group student—Robin  

mailto:Trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org
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"Death cannot keep his prey 

Jesus, my Savior! 

He tore the bars away 

Jesus my Lord! 

Up from the grave He arose 

With a mighty triumph o'er His foes 

He arose a Victor from the dark domain 

And He lives forever with His saints to reign 

He arose! (He arose) 

He arose! (He arose) 

Hallelujah! Christ arose!" 

From Up From the Grave He Arose  
by Daniel Thornton 

Happy Easter! 

Photo by Valentina Erdelyi on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/@nia96?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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