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Advent is a season of waiting and preparing for the coming of 
Christ.  We wait to celebrate his incarnation as Immanuel (God 
with us) and we wait in anticipation for his final coming.   
 
Waiting has never been easy; this is especially true in 2020.  
Waiting for God’s promises to be fulfilled can tap into our  
fatigue of waiting for relief from the tough circumstances in our 
lives.  Last year, during a particularly stretching waiting period in 
my life, a friend mentioned the adage – “God is never late, but 
his is rarely early!”  
 
Think with me for a moment – what are you waiting for currently?  Along with the rest of the world, you are 
likely waiting for an effective vaccine against the Covid-19 virus.  You might also be waiting for your son to 
come to faith or for your daughter to receive a positive medical report or to be offered a job that covers your 
monthly expenses.  Whatever your answer, how is your waiting reflected in the waiting of Advent?     
 
For centuries, God’s people have waited for the fulfillment of His promises – through years of uncertainty, 
captivity, suffering and silence.  What do those who have gone before teach us?  They show us that we are 
waiting with God – not for God and that God is faithful to fulfill His promises.   
 
Take a look at Simeon, from Luke 2:25-35, who was a devout man waiting for the consolation of Israel (the 
coming of the Messiah to bring redemption to His people).  God had revealed to Simeon that he would see 
the Messiah before he died.  So, Simeon waited expectantly. It is remarkable, considering the historical  
context, that Simeon had any faith at all!  God had been silent to the Jews for 400 years.  There were no 
kings, prophets, or judges to lead Israel, rather it was a puppet nation under the control of Persia.   
 
Tradition says he was 113 years old when he met the Christ child.  Simeon waited a lengthy time, but he was 
waiting with God, not for God.  Luke records that Simeon’s immediate response to recognizing the infant  
Jesus was praise- evidence he had kept his heart open to receive from God when the timing was right.    

 

“He took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

    according to your word;” (Luke 2:28-29). 
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Your 2020 Christmas celebration will probably not be like any other you have  
experienced. The COVID-19 pandemic has stifled family gatherings and other social 
events. It has not, however, stifled God's Word, the Bible.  
 

In John 1:1-3, it is written," In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through Him, and without Him was not anything that was made." This passage 
has always provided me comfort and this has especially been the case during 2020.  
This passage is poignant at a time like this. The COVID-19 pandemic is temporary, 
Jesus is eternal. Hint: the "Him" in this passage refers to Jesus.  I would not know the 
"Him" if not for my experience in VSB’s Cover to Cover course. I would not know that 
Jesus is all over the place in both the Old Testament and the New Testament. I would 
not know that the Gospel of John begs us to realize that Jesus is eternal and to search for something even 
greater than the manger during our Christmas celebrations.  
 

Embrace the fact that Christmas 2020 might be like no other and give someone a gift you have never given 
before. Will you gift a Cover to Cover registration to someone in your life? (See the VSB website: https://
villageschoolsofthebible.org/classes/cover-to-cover)  
 

The Board of Directors would like to thank all our students, donors, staff, volunteers, and teachers for all 
their love, prayers, and support. Merry Christmas and Happy 2021! 
 
Patrick Reckinger 

V S B  U P D A T E  

In the midst of a year of change, we are reminded of God’s promises to go before us, walk beside us and 
stand behind us!  As you know, Warren Coe retired in June and Laurie Besonen took up the reigns of  
Executive Director in July.   
 

In addition, Kent O’Grady , who joined the VSB Board in 2014 and has led the Board as chairperson since the 
Fall of 2015, also retired and moved up north. He extended his time of serving in order to oversee the  
selection and hiring process of our new ED.  We are deeply grateful for the time and energy he invested in 
Village Schools. His leadership and passion for this ministry will be missed.  Thank you Kent! 
 

With departures, also come new arrivals.  In October, John Servatius joined the Board and we are delighted 
to officially welcome him!  He is currently a Cover-to-Cover student in Harvey Martin’s class and brings much 
experience to this role. John is a native of St. Paul and brings 40 years of experience in IT, strategic thinking 
and planning.  Since he likes variety, he has served his church volunteering in the worship band, youth  
activities, and on their board of directors.   

 

Our heartfelt thanks to all our board members: Pat Reckinger, chair; Kristi Piehl, vice-chair;  Justin Eggert;  
Jim Sorenson; Liza Halverson and John Servatius, who serve so willingly and diligently. 

Patrick Reckinger 

Board Changes 
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Waiting with God, rather than for Him, gives us the opportunity to enjoy His   
companionship instead of working up ways to persuade Him to act on our behalf. It 
capitalizes on His promises that He doesn’t withhold that which is good for us (Ps. 
84:11).   
 

Beth Lueders writes in her book, Two Days Longer: Discovering More of God as You 
Wait for Him, “Through life’s delays, God is at work – often behind the scenes – to 
draw us into a richer experience of knowing him more intimately.  While we pace and 
sweat it out, nervous and impatient for God to intervene, he longs for us to rest in his 
love, his compassion, and his peace.  The reward of waiting on God does not come in 
circumstances and timing that satisfy our expectations: the reward comes in God 
himself… God will always weave together good from our dangling shreds of  
disappointment and weariness – even if, this side of heaven, we can’t see the lustrous beauty of the tapestry 
he’s weaving” (pg.11).  
 

Waiting with God this advent season, keeps our heart responsive to His timing and offers us the grace to be 
drawn into a deeper relationship with Him.   Whether you wait in sorrow or joy, with hope or in fear - He is 
near you.  Make it your daily rhythm to bring to Him what is on your heart. Following in the pattern that the 
Psalmist set out, “In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my request before you 
and wait expectantly” (Ps. 5:3).  
 

May you experience Jesus this Advent season as you wait!   
 

Merry Christmas (continued) 

Gala Update 

Are you a prayer warrior? If so, we need you to join our prayer team. 

The Bible encourages us to pray frequently and fervently. With this in mind we want to gather a group of 

people who feel called to pray for the ministry of Village Schools of the Bible. Contact Trish at 952.540.9460 

or by email at Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org if you are interested. 

We were delighted to celebrate the Lord’s goodness to Village Schools and share our vision for the future of 
the ministry, under Laurie, through our virtual Gala in October. However, we were disappointed that we 
could not meet you in person and get to know you face to face. If you missed it you can still watch it on our 
website: https://villageschoolsofthebible.org/gala.  
 

We are so grateful to those who provided video recordings.  We received more than we were able to include 
in the gala presentation, but they are available on our website and will be used in future communications. 

Laurie Besonen 



A new Cover-to-Cover class has been launched in one of the poorer townships outside Cape Town, 

South Africa, under the auspices of Leston Kamwana. This is in addition to the Cover-to-Cover class led by 
Mathabo Masilela in Amanzimtoti, south of Durban.  
 

Letson is a missionary of the Full Gospel church in Fish Hoek, and ministers to the people in the Masiphume-
lele township. We recently helped Letson purchase a digital projector with funds generously provided by VSB 
supporters. The projector enables Letson to project video lessons and other course materials to the entire 
class -- who don’t have their own laptops. 
 

Letson’s students are enthusiastically writing their papers. Most are written manually. Wrote Letson in a  
previous email: Those who have received their grades are excited and full of joy -- they say: “It is worthy to 
learn and begin to understand the Bible. We have been waiting too long for such teaching”.  
 

To all our supporters, we thank you for your help with the global expansion of VSB to underserved  
communities, where solid Bible teaching is both urgently needed and deeply appreciated! 
 

If you would like to help with VSB’s global expansion, call us at 952.540.9460, or email 
Trish@VillageSchoolsoftheBible.org. 
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VSB In Africa 

The Impact of Cover-to-Cover: VSB Small Group Study Started in Uganda  
Jackson Songa was invited to take Cover-to-Cover by another US based student who knew him. She  
sponsored him and he joined the online course in 2017. It took a while because of the challenges many  
students in Africa typically face—unreliable and expensive internet connections,  lack of facilities and infra-
structure and the general busyness of life which we all face. But Jackson persisted and graduated this year. 
 

Jackson teaches at Global Theological Seminary and has a passion for teaching God’s Word. In September he 
started a Bible study group at his church, using VSB's workbooks for small groups. He is a member of the Joy 
Baptist Church in Kayunga District in Central Uganda.  Jackson’s story is an example of the principles of  
discipleship expressed in 2 Timothy 2:2 “and what you have heard from me in the presence of many  
witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.”   

mailto:Trish@VillageSchoolsoftheBible.org
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Visit our website to learn more about our classes. 
REGISTER: Online: villageschoolsofthebible.org | Email: trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org | Phone: 952-540-9460 

International Classes 
 

South Africa | Mathabo Masilela 
Evening and daytime classes in the Old and 
New Testaments starting the first week in 
February.  
Location: Sweetwaters Bible College,  
Amanzimtoti 
 

South Africa | Letson Kamwana 
Old Testament classes will start in mid-
January. 

Location:  Baptist Church, Masiphumelele 
 

Pakistan | Tanveer Gulzaar 
New classes are planned to start in January. 

Prophecy Luncheons  

Study prophecy in the light of current 
events with Dr. Harvey Martin. 
 

Lectures take place on Thursdays, year 
round, from 11:30 am—1:00  pm meeting in 
Deephaven and Lakeville alternately. Check 
our website for current information. Bring 
your own lunch. 

Cover-to-Cover New Testament Classes 
Cover-to-Cover Old Testament Classes 
Cost $149 per person/family maximum $249; $125 alumni. 
Scholarships available—please ask. 
 

Monday Evenings  
Living Faith Church, Blaine  
Jennifer Dougan | 6:45-8:45 pm | January 4—April 19 
Woodridge Church, Medina  - Virtual Class via Zoom 
Ryan Habbena | 6:30– 8:30 pm | Jan 11uary—April 26 
 

Tuesday Evenings  
Berean Baptist Ch., Burnsville  
Ryan Habbena | 6:45-8:45 pm | January 12—April 27 
Bethel Baptist Ch., Mendota Heights  
John Mayer | 6:30-8:30 pm | January 5—April 20 
North Heights Lutheran Ch., Arden Hills  
Eunice Wold | 6:30-8:30pm  | January 12—April 27 
Special pricing for North Heights only—$99 per person 

 

Wednesday afternoons  
North Heights Lutheran Ch., Arden Hills  
Eunice Wold | 1-3 pm  | January 13—April 28 
Special pricing for North Heights only—$99 per person 
 

Wednesday Evenings  
Virtual Class with Ryan Habbena  
6:30-8:30 pm  | January13—April 21 
Compassion Hmong Alliance Church, Maplewood  
Cher Moua | 6:30-8:30 pm | TBD 
 

Thursday Evenings 
Virtual Class with Harvey Martin  
6:00-8:00 | January 7—April 29 
Dassel Covenant Church  
David King | 6:30-8:30 pm | TBD 

Have you moved recently? Let us know 
so that you continue to receive our mailings.   
 

Also, sign up to receive news via email.  
Reduce clutter and save resources! 

Spread the WORD… 
New Testament classes are open to new students. 
Invite a friend ,  neighbor or family member to join 

you or give them a gift of a class. 

C-to-C Old Testament Online 
 January 11—April 30 | Harlan Seri 
 

Take the Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey course 
in the comfort of your home. Participate 
each week at the time that suits you best.  
You can watch the course videos at any time 
and connect with the class and mentor via 
the online classroom. 
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A Blessing for You 

 

The Blessing Song  by Dennis Jernigan 
 
 

May the Lord answer you in the day of your trouble! 
May the name of the Lord be your strong mighty tow’r! 

May He grant you your heart’s deepest dreams and desires! 
May He answer each time you call! 

 
May the Lord Jesus Christ satisfy beyond all measure! 

May His Word light your path! 
May your days be filled with gladness, 

Joy and peace through any sadness  
Filled with love that will not depart. 

 
May our strength be renewed like the eagle! 
As you run the race, may joy flood ev’ry part! 

May your mem’ries all be sweet in each parting! 
May the peace of Christ rule in your heart! 

 
May His Word be to you health and life, joy and treasure. 
May your home be a light. May the Lord guard your ways. 

May the Lord be your shepherd. 
May His goodness and mercy follow after you all your days! 

 
May His mercies be new ev’ry  morning! 

May His Grace and Holy Spirit help you stand! 
May you live your life to die for the Gospel! 

May you hold to His unchanging hand! 
 

May the Lord answer you in the day of your trouble! 
May the name of the Lord be your strong mighty tow’r! 

 
May He grant you your heart’s deepest dreams and desires! 

May He answer each time you call! 
May He answer each time you call! 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37uNz4hx26Q   

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37uNz4hx26Q


Student Story 
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Are you looking for a new kind of Bible Study?  
 

If so, consider the Bible study for small groups developed by a VSB writing team led 
by our previous executive director (now retired), Pastor Warren Coe.  
 

Key points about the VSB Bible Study for Small groups: 
 

• The VSB Bible Study for small groups consists of two 10-week Bible study work-
books - one for the Old Testament and one for the New Testament. 

• The two Bible Study workbooks focus on 10 high points from the Old Testament, 
and 10 high points from the New Testament, to help people see how key themes 
connect throughout the entire Bible.  

• To help Bible Study leaders, answer keys are provided at the back of each Bible 
study workbook. 

• These studies are ideal for people who would like some grounding before taking 
the full VSB Cover-to-Cover course, and it’s a great refresher for those who have 
previously taken the Cover-to-Cover course. 

 

Help start a movement! Why not start a new Bible Study in your neighborhood or 
workplace? 
 

For more information about the VSB Bible Study for small groups, contact 
Trish@VillageSchoolsoftheBIble.org, or call 952.540.9460. 

Small Group Bible Studies 

I am taking the Cover to Cover class with Village Schools of the Bible on Monday  
evenings for the first time. I already know that I will be taking this class again!   
 

After 3 months I can tell you that this class has been faith affirming and life  
changing. This class has shown me how important it is to study God's Word with  
an instructor who has the knowledge to give the cultural context and historical  
background needed to more fully understand what God is telling us about who He is. 
And, that has been faith affirming.  
 

I am learning the Bible with a new lens. And, that lens has opened my eyes and my 
heart to God's truth and to his holiness and goodness.  And, that has been life  
changing.  I look forward to continuing this journey of learning and growing in God's word. 
 

Cherie Mockler, VSB student 

mailto:Trish@VillageSchoolsoftheBIble.org
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To our faithful ministry partners – YOU are a deep source of encouragement to us!  Thank you for the grace 
you have extended to me as I begin my sixth month of leading Village Schools of the Bible.  Diving in, I  
needed to confirm that the board and staff were aligned to a shared vision and direction.  We have made 
tremendous progress understanding our potential for growth.  We hosted an online Gala with no previous 
experience in virtual communication.   We began 11 Cover to Cover classes in the US and two international, 
we established new rhythms of prayer and monthly enrichment for our teachers and staff.  However, I have 
still not met many of you!  Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support.  It is my hope and intention to 
connect with you in the New Year!  

End-of-Year Matching Challenge 

Help us double the impact of a $100,000 CHALLENGE gift provided by one of our generous donors.  
Already, over $25,000 has been given towards this challenge. We pray that the Lord will provide,  
according to His will,  through your generosity. All gifts, over and above regular monthly giving, received  
by December 31 will count towards this challenge. Please consider becoming a monthly donor.  Monthly  
donations stabilize the budget.    
 

If you have already given to Village Schools of the Bible this year, we are deeply grateful! And if you find 
yourself without the means in this season to give, know that you are still and always a valued part of our 
community!   
 

All gifts received or postmarked by December 31 will be credited in 2020 for tax purposes. 


