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What a joy and privilege it is to join the Village Schools of the Bible community!   
One of the many ways that I already feel “at home” among you is that you are a  
discipleship ministry whose mission is to see people transformed by God’s word.   
This is a prevailing passion of mine.  And it is also part of my testimony.  You see,  
I grew up in a loving Church that exposed me to Jesus and the salvation that He 
offers.  However, there was little emphasis on knowing God through His Word.   
 
Going to college was a wake-up call for me.  My faith was sincere yet fragile since 
it wasn’t grounded in God’s word.  Professors and students alike challenged my 
beliefs.  Fortunately, I had praying parents!  I literally stumbled into a student 
who was eager to introduce me to the “abundant life” that Jesus promises in 
John 10:10. I joined a Bible study and began to allow God’s Holy Spirit to lead my 
life.  I can still remember one of the first times that a scripture verse I was  
reading seemed to jump off the page and into my heart.  Ps. 34:10 says, “The lions may grow weak and  
hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing (NIV).”   Reading this promise in Ps. 34 allowed me 
to trust that God had my best in mind – even when it came to difficult situations.     
 
I am so grateful in this season of social unrest and rampant disease that God and His Word never change!  
Everywhere one looks there is cause for despair, well, almost everywhere.  Hebrews 12:2 encourages us to 
“fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and protector of our faith” (ESV).  As we fix our eyes on Jesus, He  
faithfully and compassionately changes us!  And He is the hope that we have to share in this time of deep  
disillusionment and loss.  
  
In the coming months, I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible and hearing your testimony of 
being transformed by God and His word!  Many of you have faithfully prayed and invested your resources in 
Village Schools of the Bible so that together we can continue to make disciples.  Thank you!  Your prayers  
and financial gifts are reaping good fruit.  I hope you will be encouraged to read about the impact of the  
ministry as it has grown under Warren’s leadership.  I am both humbled and excited to be called to serve  
Village Schools of the Bible in the coming years.   

 
Grace and peace to you,  
 
 

VSB UPDATE 

      July 2020  

Announcing The New Executive Director—Laurie Besonen 



To My Friends At Village Schools of the Bible—Thank You!  
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My ministry at Village Schools of the 
Bible is finished.  June 30, 2020 was 
my last day as your executive director.  
What an amazing nine years.  Just 
think of these statistics.  Just think of 
the transformed lives. 
 

Student Enrollment 
2011— 44 students  
2019-2020—338 students (all courses) 
 

Teachers and Mentors 
2011—one Teacher, Warren Coe 
2019-2020— 19 Teachers & Mentors 
 

Staff 
2011—  Executive Director plus a 
quarter time school administrator  
2019-2020 Executive Director, 
Director of Strategic Operations and a 
half time school administrator 
 

Out-of-State VSB  
2011 None 
2019-2020 Two Campuses in Iowa 
 

Overseas VSB 
2011 None 
2019-2020 South Africa, Liberia and 
initial steps under way in Pakistan 
 

Outreach to immigrant communities 
The Hmong in St. Paul 

 

Donations 
2011 Donations dropped off  

precipitously  
2019 Appeal and regular contributions 
totaled $310,577 
 

Church Partnership (Churches that  
give regular donations to VSB) 
2011 None 
2019-2020 3 Churches (2 in Minnesota 
and 1 in Iowa) 

 

Books for Publication  
2011 None 

2019-2020 1 book—Youth Edition of  
Bible, Theology and Practical Living.   
1 Study Guide—The Story: an 8 week 

overview of the Bible.   
2 Small Group Studies—The Light of 

the World: OT & NT 
 

Online Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey 
2011 None  
2019-2020 Online mentors and  
students 
 

College and University Credit Transfer 
Agreements 
2011: Univ. of Northwestern—St. Paul 
2019-2020:  
University of Northwestern—St. Paul 
Crown College  
Oak Hills Bible  College  
Free Lutheran Bible College  
South African  Theological Seminary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“And You Didn’t Do It!” 
I would come home and tell Marlys 
the latest advancement in the  
ministries at Village Schools of the  
Bible.  She would reply, “And you 
didn’t do it!”  Marlys is right.  The Lord 
has done an amazing work at Village 
Schools of the Bible. 

 
People ask me about the success of 
Village Schools of the Bible.  The  
answer is simple.  Village Schools of 
the Bible is committed to the whole 
counsel of God from Cover-to-Cover.  
Our mission statement says it all.   

Village Schools of the Bible exists to 
teach God’s Word and transform lives.  
I have pastors ask how I did it.  I quote 
Martin Luther.  “I did nothing; The 
Word did everything.” (The Second 
Invocavit Sermon, March 10, 1522)   
 

Thank You, Trish and Warwick 
I have said this more than a few times, 
Trish and Warwick deserve high 
praise.  Trish, as our School  
administrator works tirelessly to serve 
our students, teachers, mentors, staff, 
alumni and donors.  Warwick is our 
director of strategic operations.   
Warwick’s cutting edge ministries and 
behind the scenes ministry is an  
important reason for the expansion of 
Village Schools of the Bible. 
 

In the New Testament, the Apostle 
Paul enjoyed the friendship and co-
laboring with Aquila and Priscilla.  
They served side-by-side with Paul in 
his gospel ministry.  I am not an  
apostle Paul.  However, Trish and 
Warwick are my Aquila and Priscilla.  
Thank you, Trish and Warwick.  I will 
miss your ministry.  I will miss your 
friendship. 
 

Because of You 
Because of you, Lord, Village Schools 
of the Bible has been blessed.   
Because of you, our staff, teachers and 
online mentors, God has done  
amazing things.  Because of you, our 
students and alumni, lives have been 
changed.  Because you, our churches, 
we have assisted you in your  
discipleship goals.  Because of you, 
our donors, you’re prayerfully and 
financial support has fulfilled our VSB 
mission. 

V S B  U P D A T E  



When Bob Dylan wrote these lyrics in 1963, he could not have imagined how they would come 
true in 2020.   

This is a time of transition in the world around us and at Village Schools of the Bible.  

During July 2020, our beloved Executive Director, Dr. Warren Coe, will transition into  
retirement.  In his 9 years of ministry at Village Schools of the Bible, Warren has shepherded 
this ministry in a period of amazing growth as we have witnessed God’s Word impact our  
students and the world around them.  God has been faithful in providing Warren’s leadership 
and in providing the resources to help us grow to meet the need for God’s Word throughout  
the world.   We couldn’t have done it without Pastor Coe.  

God is faithful.   
In our transition at VSB, Laurie Besonen will take the helm as the new Executive Director in July 2020.  Our Board of 
Directors is excited to have Laurie lead this ministry into the future.    We are making plans for a Gala this fall, but we 
really don’t know if it will be an in-person event or a virtual event.  We don’t know if our in-person classes will be  
restricted due to social distancing guidelines.  Things are changing and we need to be flexible as we plan to  
accommodate the changing needs.   Laurie will be meeting with many of you this fall and I hope that you come to 
know and love her as much as we have on the Board and the staff.   She has a wonderful love of God’s Word and to 
see His Word spread throughout the world.   

As much as our society is changing, God’s love and God’s Word remains constant.  It is the same today as it was  
thousands of years ago.   We can count on it.  As we grow to know and love God’s Word more each and every day, we 
grow to use His Word to guide our lives, especially in turbulent times.   He will be with us, today, tomorrow and  
forever.  God is faithful.  We are excited to see where He will take Village Schools of the Bible in 2020 and beyond.   

Kent O’Grady 
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Gala plans 

“The Times They Are A-Changin’”—Message from Kent 

Bob Besonen is leaving the Board of Directors at the end of June 2020 after six years of service as the board treasurer.  
Bob’s financial expertise has been instrumental in guiding the Board of Directors during this period.  Please join us in 
thanking Bob Besonen for his service and dedication to the mission of VSB.   

We welcomed Liza Halverson to the Board of Directors in May.  She is employed as a software development  
professional. Liza attends Five Oaks Community Church in Woodbury, MN where she serves on the devotional writing 
team and as a small group leader, youth group leader and children’s ministry teacher.    Liza and her husband, Scott, 
have two children.   Liza will serve as the Treasurer of the VSB Board of Directors.  We are excited to have Liza on our 
VSB Board of Directors team and we thank her for her commitment to the vision and mission of VSB. 

Board Changes 

Regrettably, we could not hold our special Spring Gala in May as planned. It is our desire to rekindle our plans and 
have the Gala in the fall allowing us to formally welcome Laurie, the new Executive Director and giving our VSB family 
the opportunity to meet her in person. The tentative date is October 18 but the format—live or virtual—is still to be 
determined. Pray with us for the pandemic to recede sufficiently that we can hold a live event. 



South Africa.  
We are running two Cover-to-Cover classes in South Africa, where the academic calendar is different 
than in the USA. The daytime class resumed on June 26th following a tight Covid lockdown, and the 
evening class will resume as soon as the social distancing arrangements have been finalized. A Zoom 
option is also being considered.  
 

Liberia.  
Liberia, one of the poorest countries of the world, faces tough challenges because their health  
systems are already overwhelmed by many ongoing disease outbreaks. Under-reporting of Covid-19  
cases is a concern. Lockdowns inflict enormous hardship on those who depend on income earned day 
by day to feed themselves and their families. Our regional leader, Alaric, continues to disciple amongst 
the rural poor where he can, but he will not be able to return to the USA until flights resume. 
 

Thank you!  
We are very grateful to our Village family for their prayers and support for our global initiatives. 
Thanks also to our  regional Leaders Dr. Ashley Smyth (South Africa) and Alaric Tokpa (Liberia) as well 
as our South African teacher,  Mathabo Masilela, for their dedication and faithfulness in very  
challenging circumstances. 

VSB International—updates from South Africa and Liberia 
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Mathabo’s class at Sweetwaters Bible School in Amanzimtoti, South Africa 

Ashley Smyth 

Alaric Tokpa 

Mathabo Masilele 



VSB in Pakistan: Disciples make disciples 

V S B  U P D A T E  July 2020 

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison 
and you came to me….As you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 
me.’ (Matthew 25:34-40). 
 

We at Village Schools of the Bible are passionate about the Great Commission which instructs  
us to make disciples of all nations...(Matthew 28:18-20). At the heart of this instruction is the  
multiplication DNA of the Great Commission: disciples making disciples. Here's an example:  
many years ago, VSB founder, Monty Sholund, discipled Fred Bills through the Cover-to-Cover 
class. Today, Fred is in turn equipping Tanveer Gulzar, an immigrant from Pakistan to be a  
disciple-maker in his home country.  Tanveer graduated from Pastor David King's Cover-to-Cover 
class at Wayzata Free Church in Plymouth, MN, In May this year. 
 

Village Schools of the Bible and Savior's Mission International Partnership. 
This year, Tanveer's ministry, Savior's Mission International (SMI) is launching a strategic  
partnership to bring Village Schools of the Bible (VSB) to Pakistan. The Holy Spirit works  
powerfully through God's Word to shape the heart and character of His people. For this reason, 
God's Word is absolutely foundational for building spiritual leaders. Biblical education is crucial 
for ministry in Pakistan for the following additional reasons: 
 The poorest of the poor in virtual slavery in brick kiln factories need God's liberating truth in 

their lives. 
 Students will be equipped to share Jesus and the Bible with their  families and communities. 
 Pakistani Bible Schools will benefit enormously from the depth that VSB can provide. 

 

Recently retired executive director of VSB, Rev. Warren Coe, has left us a great legacy, having written The Story:  An 
Introduction to the Bible course, which our partners in Pakistan have already  translated into Urdu. Thanks to Warren, 
we are making great progress! 
 

With the help of key ministry partners, we envision a sustainable, expansive, city-to-city movement of God’s people in 
Pakistan through a network of well-equipped Pakistani Bible schools that provide biblical depth, as well as vocational 
training. This will prepare leaders to multiply disciples, grow God’s Kingdom, and draw many to Christ, for God’s  
mission and for His glory. 
 

As Village Schools of the Bible, we love supporting the multiplying ministries of our Cover-to-Cover graduates. The  
Mission of VSB is to Teach God's Word and Transform Lives, and to expand this mission to areas where it is needed 
most, we need your support. If you would like to learn more, please contact TanveerGulzar514@yahoo.com,  
or  Warwick@VillageSchoolsoftheBible.org.    
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Tanveer Gulzar 

Fred Bills 

Vocational training attendees Child workers in a brickfield 
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Congratulations Cover-to-Cover class of 2019/20  

Diploma Students 
Kyla Bosman—Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville 
Claire Gao—Living Faith Church, Blaine 
Joelle Hannam—Online 
Kent Keckeisen—Berean Baptist Church/Online 
Angela Kipp—Online 
Sylvia Miller—Living Faith Church, Blaine 
Wyatt Miller—Living Faith Church, Blaine 
Kyle Roode—Ankeny EFC, Ankeny, IA 
Angela Sabates—Calvary Church, Roseville 
Anna Severin—North Heights LC, Arden Hills 
Jackson Songa—Online student from Uganda 
Sai Wang—Wayzata Free Church, Plymouth 
Fred Zimmerman—Grace ELC, Deephaven 

Certificate Students 
Danya Coe—Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville 
Amy Deace—Valley Church, Des Moines, IA 
Steve Deace—Valley Church, Des Moines, IA 
George Held—Valley Church, Des Moines, IA 
Kathie Held— Valley Church, Des Moines, IA 
Brian Kisler—Valley Church, Des Moines, IA 
Janet LaFrence—Valley Church, Des Moines, IA 
Barb Pfeffer—Woodridge Church, Medina 
Deborah Thomas—Calvary Church, Roseville 
Jennifer Walker—Valley Church, Des Moines, IA 

Congratulations to all of you who undertook to study the Old and New Testaments through Cover-to-Cover last year 

(Sep 2019-May 2020).  You have faithfully read the Scriptures, dwelt on what they mean and learned how Jesus is the 

key—the Scarlet Thread of Redemption—woven in from Genesis to Revelation.  

In 2019/20, 304 students enrolled for the Old Testament course and 272 took the New Testament study. Of those 23 

have qualified for either a diploma or certificate.  In addition to reading the whole Bible and attending the weekly  

lectures diploma students dig in more deeply each week as they answer seven questions as part of their homework.  

This qualifies them for a diploma and college credit transfer eligibility to the schools with which we partner. Our  

certificate students choose a lighter homework load and write a response to just one question each week. Regardless 

of the engagement level all our students grow in their knowledge and understanding of the Word and the LORD. We 

pray for them and trust the Lord to direct their paths.  

I am grateful that someone recommended Village Schools of the Bible’s classes. I am more confident in 
talking to others about the Holy scriptures… C-to-C helped answer a lot of lingering questions I had over 
the years. One thing I did learn was the more I learn about the Bible the more questions I have. I now feel 
free to discuss the Holy gospel with friends, family and co-workers trying to lead them to a gospel-filled 
life.  Every Sunday I send a meaningful gospel verse to several family members along with a Christian song. 
It has created a stronger bond with those family members now that we have those Bible verses to share 
with each other. I plan to use my newly acquired C-to-C knowledge to help spread the good news of the 
Holy Spirit-inspired words of the Bible.  Kent K., Online student 

Cover-to-Cover is demanding!  All our students tell us that.  But it is extremely worthwhile. Let some of our  

graduates tell you why... 

Through Village Schools of the Bible, I learned how to study and learn from reading even the simplest of 
passages in the Bible. We learned how the books of the Bible are sequenced, the history surrounding 
them, including cultural references important to understanding various difficult subjects. This course has 
also inspired me to continue reading the Bible every day (which is something I have never done). It was 
definitely different going from real-live classes to online classes since I found it a little easier to get  
distracted. I enjoyed learning from home, however, because it was comfortable sitting with my family  
learning together in our own home. Sylvia M., Living Faith class 
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“I really enjoyed my first Cover to Cover class. I’d been hearing about it for many years but thought it 
sounded too intense. But last summer, I felt God was challenging me to enroll. I’m glad I followed his  
leading!  The teaching was so insightful and the coursework gave me a much better understanding of the 
entire Bible. Doing the weekly questions for the certificate level was also very beneficial in helping me 
grasp the deeper meaning of specific passages and narratives.  Although I’ve been a Christian for over 50 
years, I learned so many new things from this course and it has strengthened and deepened my faith and 
love for God’s Word.”  Barb P.,—Woodridge class 

“Cover to Cover allowed me to gain an 
overview of the Bible. Now as I read the 
Bible I have more context for understand-
ing. I have developed a greater love for 
God's Word.”  Joelle H. — Online student 

“The Cover-to-Cover course has ignited my passion to study God's word holistically. It has also equipped me 
to do research on my own when questions arise from reading the Bible, preparing a Sunday school class, or 
leading a Bible study. This experience has given me a lot of confidence in defending the Bible and explaining 
why Jesus is the son of God. It also motivated me to start study groups that focus on reading the Old  
Testament with new and nonbelievers, which was not something that our ministry has ever done before.” 
Sai W.,—Wayzata class 

“The Cover to Cover course helped me understand how the books in Scripture, both the Old Testament 
and the New Testament, connect together to tell us the whole story of God’s plan for Christ to be the 
instrument for our salvation from the beginning of time. “ Fred Z.,—Grace ELC class 

“Through Cover to Cover, I have been impacted by how the gospel is woven through all the books of the 
Bible, starting with Genesis all the way through Revelation. Focusing on key passages during class allowed 
me to slow down when reading the text, to dive in deeper into the meaning, background and context of 
some passages critical to the overarching theme. Doing it this way showed me how all of Scripture is one 
cohesive unit, rather than 66 different books. I also got to meet some people from different churches  
across the city and I particularly, enjoyed the teaching. “ Deborah T.,—Calvary class 

“This course impacted my life.  
Transitioning from knowing to being was 
such a great experience in my life. The 
intertestamental period helped me  
further understand the events around 
the NT time.” Jackson S.—Online student 

“Village Schools of the Bible's Cover-to-Cover course has impacted me in a powerful way. One of the most 
helpful things about it was going through the "timeline" of the Bible and learning how the pieces of the  
puzzle fit together. It was sometimes a challenge to write essays each week, but being required to do so 
was probably the main reason that I got so much out of it. I plan to attend The University of Northwestern—
Saint Paul, where I will be using this course to not only help me in my academics but also in my spiritual 
journey.” Anna S.,—North  Heights Lutheran Church class 

“I took Cover-to-Cover last school year as a high school freshman, and it was an amazing experience. I 
gained an excellent overview of the books of the Bible that I can use as a jumping-off point for further 
study of the Word. In addition, Cover-to-Cover also made me eager to study more deeply each book in a 
way I hadn't been before. Many of the things that I learned were things that God used in a very real way 
in my life during the past year. I am very glad I took Cover-to-Cover; I learned so much and grew closer to 
the Lord in the process.” Angela K.,—Online student 



Zoom classes 

As a teacher of the word for the last 20 years, I have always had an aversion to taking class 
“online.” Granted, 20 years ago such a thing wasn’t really possible in the public realm, at least 
not in the way it is today. But even in recent years, my avoidance of teaching online classes  
remained. My primary hesitation was how taking a class online could stifle class  
participation, discussion, and engagement. 
 
Enter 2020. COVID-19. When the ability to physically gather to read, study, and teach the word 
of God was removed, we were forced to look at alternatives. Since this was an unexpected  
development for nearly everyone, there was a scramble to find a suitable way to teach Cover-to-Cover without  
sacrificing that which makes the class unique. There were several options but, like many others, I settled on the option 
of “Zoom.” Although there were some initial bugs and a short learning curve, I became a “convert” to many benefits 
that online teaching provides. Though there are dynamics of physical classes that still can’t be replicated online, allow 
me to share a few of my discoveries of the benefits of teaching Cover-to-Cover online. 
 
 Extended Reach - One of the primary benefits of an online class is an extended reach. In teaching Jeremiah this 

summer via Zoom exclusively, we have over 40 students (some from various states across the country). 
 Pictures, Graphs and Charts - Although I miss my trusty white board, Zoom offers a virtual white board along with 

the capability to share the computer screen with pictures, charts, and maps. Very handy! 
 Ease of Use and Interactive - Although technology can and will be “buggy,” I have been surprised by how few  

technical issues there have been in recent online offerings. All participants have been able to eventually figure out 
the system and join the group, most doing so immediately. There are also chat functions and even a way to  
virtually raise your hand. 

 Recording and Sharing Options - Missing class is always tough, but Zoom has an easy record and share function 
that creates a simple solution.  

 
If forced to choose between the two, I would still settle on the old-fashioned, but tried and true face-to-face teaching 
of the Word. Thankfully though, this is not an either/or option. After experiencing the dynamics and benefits that 
online teaching presents, I hope to continue to, in some form, teach Cover-to Cover classes online. And beyond this, I 
look forward to exploring further how online classes can advance the mission and goals of the Great Commission. 
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A Different Spring Semester 
March 16—the day Covid-19 changed the way we do classes here at Village Schools 
of the Bible—along with everyone else in MN. Until then our spring semester was 
right on track with students about halfway through the course. Enter Covid-19 and 
the stay-at-home orders issued by the state.   

Although we had been anticipating this possibility we had to scramble to adjust.  
High praise is due our teachers who immediately researched the best options for 
their classes and began implementing the changes.  Zoom, Google Duo, streamed 
videos—our teachers used them all. Some were able to pivot quickly, others took a 
bit longer as they learned the new technologies.  It was a learning curve for all of us 
including the office staff  who did what they could to help teachers and students 
adapt.  

In this issue we share perspectives from a teacher and student on the transition to virtual classes this spring.  

Confessions of an Online Class “Convert” By Ryan Habbena 

Screenshot of Dr. Martin teaching 

a Zoom class 



Move update  
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Virtual Classes—A Student Perspective 

I have been richly rewarded by the classes I have taken through Village Schools of the Bible 
over the last 2.5 years.  I have taken two full Cover-to-Cover Bible survey classes as well as 
two  summer  classes—Revelation and Jeremiah.  Things changed in the world this spring as  
COVID-19 prevented the face to face training classes that have been part of most of my  
experience with Village Schools of the Bible forcing an online alternative using Zoom.   
 

I prefer the face to face classes, but the virtual training sessions have been very effective in  
allowing classes to continue during this time of pandemic separation.  Here are some pros and 
cons of virtual training sessions, summarized here: 
 

Pros include little or no travel time required, no need to cancel classes for weather  
challenges, anyone from  anywhere with a phone or computer and internet can attend, safe 
under pandemic conditions, no classroom costs, easy to record and share and allows for multi-media presentations. 
 

Cons include less fellowship and personal connection than face to face classes, potentially more distractions at 
home, technical challenges, unreliable internet connections, tends to limit class interaction. 
 

Given the forced isolation of COVID-19, virtual classes are an EXCELLENT alternative 
to face to face. There are many plusses with the virtual approach, however, given 
the loss of connection and fellowship, if I have a choice in the future to be face to 
face or be virtual, I will elect to go face to face.   
 

What do you think?  Share your perspectives on Zoom vs Live classes.  
Send an email to Trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org. 

EFCA Accreditation 

Village Schools of the Bible is pleased to announce that we have been approved for  
membership of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA). 
 
ECFA accreditation demonstrates commitment to high standards of financial integrity  
and inspires credibility and trust amongst our valued donors. 
 
Village Schools of the Bible has always been committed to upholding the standards  
established by Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:20-21 (NASB):  "taking precaution that no one should  
discredit us in our administration of this generous gift, for we have regard for what is  
honorable,  not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men."  Accreditation with 
ECFA confirms this commitment. 

Eric Schroeder 

For the foreseeable future we will remain in our current office in Minnetonka until Laurie, our new executive director, 

has relocated from Colorado to Minneapolis, after which she will be able to personally assess options going forward. 

Screenshot of a Zoom class 
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Bible Study for Small Groups. We are partnering with the YMCA to help fulfil the YMCA mission and build Bible-

based Christian community at the Y. VSB's new 10-week Bible Study for Small Groups: The Light of God’s Word—Old 

Testament was developed with the YMCA in mind, and the first group started on April 2nd and ran for 10 weeks, 

wrapping up on June 4th. Like the Cover-to-Cover course, this Bible Study helps people see the big picture of the  

Bible, with Jesus Christ as the central theme. Our initial small group consisted of 10 members (4 YMCA members and 

6 others from the nearby community). After the first meeting the group switched to a digital (Zoom) format because 

of Covid and social distancing requirements. We had great rapport amongst the group, and we have been able to use 

feedback to make improvements to the Bible Study content.  

The Light of God’s Word small group studies fill an important gap. We are deeply grateful for recently retired  

executive director Warren Coe's leadership in developing this study for Small Groups, and we are grateful too for the  

enthusiastic support we have received from pastor Bjorn Dixon who serves on the leadership team of the Greater 

Twin Cities YMCA.  

New Testament will be ready soon! The New Testament version of the Small Group study is currently in  

development under the very capable editorial leadership of one our Cover-to-Cover teachers, Jennifer Dougan.   

The 10-week New Testament version will be available in the fall. 

Mission of the World YMCA. The Christ-centered emblem of the World 

YMCA is still in use today, and so is its mission: to unite those who regard 

Jesus Christ as their God and Savior according to the Holy Scriptures, and 

desire to be his disciples in faith and life for the extension of His Kingdom. 

VSB is a member of the Christian Principles Leadership Network of the 

YMCA, which meets quarterly to help foster the vision of the YMCA. We 

are grateful to the Lord for this opportunity to serve alongside the YMCA 

in helping fulfil its important mission. 

YMCA update 

Many ask “What’s next?” after completing Cover-to-Cover.   
 
Soon, we plan to have two small group Bible studies ready for our alumni to use as they disciple others and pass on 
what they learned in Cover-to-Cover. The studies are called The Light of God’s Word.  One takes students through the 
Old Testament and the other looks at the New Testament. Each study is ten weeks long and focuses on the Scarlet 
Thread of Redemption—how Jesus is present in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 
 

 The Light of God’s Word—Old Testament is being finalized and will be available soon.  
 The Light of God’s Word—New Testament will be available in the Fall. 

If you would like to learn more about these Small Group Studies, call Trish at 952.540.9460, or email her at 
Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org. 

mailto:Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org
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Visit our website to learn more about our classes. 
REGISTER: Online: villageschoolsofthebible.org | Email: trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org | Phone: 952-540-9460 

Prophecy Luncheons  

Study prophecy in the light of current events 
with Dr. Harvey Martin. 
 

Lunches take place on Thursdays, year round, 
from 11:30 am—1:00  pm meeting in 
Deephaven and Lakeville or virtually via Zoom 
if necessary. 
 

Check our website for current information. 

Fall Class Schedule 

Cover-to-Cover Old Testament Classes 

Cost $149 per person/family maximum $249; $125 alumni. 

Scholarships available—please ask. 

 

Monday Evenings | Aug 24 or 31—Dec 14 
Living Faith Church, Blaine | Jennifer Dougan | 6:45-8:45 pm 
Woodridge Church, Medina | Ryan Habbena | 6:30– 8:30 pm 
 

Tuesday Evenings | Sep 1 or 8—Dec 15 
Berean Baptist Ch., Burnsville | Ryan Habbena | 6:45-8:45 pm 
Bethel Baptist Ch., Mendota Hts | John Mayer | 6:30-8:30 pm 
Dassel Covenant Church | David King | 6:30-8:30 pm 
Grace Ch., Eden Prairie | Dr. Harvey Martin | 6:30-8:30 pm 
North Heights Lutheran Ch., Arden Hills | Eunice Wold | 6:30-8:30pm   
Special pricing for North Heights only—$99 per person 
 

Wednesday afternoons | Sep 2 or 9—Dec 16 
North Heights Lutheran Ch., Arden Hills | Eunice Wold | 1-3 pm   
Special pricing for North Heights only—$99 per person 
 

Wednesday Evenings | Sep 2 or 9—Dec 16 
Our City Our Neighborhood Ch., Maplewood | Cher Moua | 
6:30-8:30 pm 
Cedar Valley Church, Bloomington | Ryan Habbena | 6:30-8:30 pm | 
Register through Cedar Valley Church 

Take Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey in a traditional classroom setting or virtually either through our online course 
platform or through a digital 'live' class. A teacher or mentor leads the class, teaching, answering student questions 
and discussing life application. Each student is expected to read every book from Genesis to Revelation and to write 
about what they learn to let God's truth sink in.  
 

Fall 2020 Schedule 
Below is the list of classes for Fall of 2020. Registration will open July 15, 2020.  
 

Due to the fluctuations of the Coronavirus pandemic we will be following guidelines set by our church and campus 
partners to meet requirements for hygiene and social distancing. This may result in some logistical adjustments  
before the fall launch. We will update our website with any changes.  

Online & Virtual classes 
 
Online | Aug 24—Dec 14 

Cover-to-Cover  Old & New Testaments 
Mentor: Pastor Harlan Seri 
Take the Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey course in the 
comfort of your home. Participate each week at 
the time that suits you best. 

 
NEW! Virtual class via Zoom 
Cover-to-Cover Virtual | Old Testament   
Teacher: Dr. Harvey Martin 
Join Dr. Martin each week for this powerful class 
on the Old Testament. Day and Time TBD. 

New Course in Development 
The Story is a Bible overview course that Warren has written. This 8-week study provides a high level introduction to 
the Bible.  It is for anyone who is completely new to the Bible and needs a basic introduction to the book and Biblical 
concepts. We hope to start offering this course in 2021. 
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VSB UPDATE   

July 2020 

 Laurie and her family are 
moving from Colorado, 
where they have lived for 
the last 13 years. 

Laurie’s husband, Ron 
Besonen, was born and 
raised in MN and is a  
Financial Advisor.  

Their son, John Besonen, 
was born in Henan, China, 
and is 11 years old, and 
entering 5th grade. 

Penny, their Golden  
Doodle puppy, loves  
people and eating shoes! 

We are looking forward to 
meeting them in person 
soon. 


