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The Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey class has helped me so much in learning Scripture.   
I was born and raised German Lutheran; born in the early 1940's.  Most of our services 
were in German, so I missed out on quite a bit.  As I grew up, although my family's life 
was centered around the church, we never really consistently studied or read the Bible.   
 

Our church liturgy was the Sunday guideline for the Bible readings and the sermons.   
I was completely unfamiliar with the concept of expository preaching/teaching.  Our 
ministers never preached on one book of the Bible all the way through. Nor did we have 
that in Sunday School.  You might say that the teaching and preaching content was  
topical.  Also, we rarely read the Bible at home or had daily devotions.  That was  
"all supposed to be done at Church and Sunday School."   
 

“I was Saved in 2002” 
Then, in my early 30's, I moved to California and joined a new age church.  For thirty years, I was active in this cult-like 
organization called Religious Science.  So, when I was saved in 2002, I had to start from the beginning regarding my  
familiarity and understanding of Holy Scripture.   
 

I didn't even know where the various books of the Bible were!  So I have spent the past several years as a first-grader, 
becoming familiar with the Word of God.  I didn't know a faithful church from one that was extremely liberal.  I didn't 
know sound Biblical interpretation from that which was awful.  I really didn't know sound Biblical teaching/preaching 
from that which was in error.  Slowly I have grown in my knowledge of and love for the Lord.   

(Continued on page 5) 
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Merry Christmas! 

Jan’s Story of Transformation 

The Promised Messiah is found everywhere in the Old Testament in prophecies or 
types. For example, Jesus is the promised “male” child in Genesis 3:15.  He is the  
predicted son of David in Isaiah 11:10.  Psalm 2 foresees the coming of Jesus Christ—
“You are my Son; today I have begotten you.”   
 

My favorite Messianic promise is Isaiah 7:14.  “Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.”  Isaiah made this prediction around 739 BC.  Around 4 or 5 BC, the angel 
Gabriel appeared to Mary and confirmed that she would bear the Savior of the World. 
 

From Village Schools of the Bible to your family, Merry Christmas.  The Lord has come! 

“Where is he that is born King of the Jews?  For we have seen his star in the east and are come to worship 
him.” Matt 2:2 
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The Power of Matthew 28:19, 20 
Some call Matthew 28:19, 20, The Great Commission.  I call it God’s marching orders for His church.  
Every believer and every church fully surrendered to Jesus Christ is commanded to preach the gos-
pel and make disciples.  There is no option B. This is our passion at VSB and look at the results. 
 

Village Schools of the Bible Progress Report on the Great Commission  
 Immigrant Communities—St. Paul.  T.Cher Moua has a group of Hmong disciples going 

through Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey in Maplewood. 
 VSB Liberia.  Alaric is leading our first group of Liberian students through Cover-to-Cover  
 VSB South Africa.  Mathabo Masilela will begin the discipleship semester when the public school year in South 

Africa begins—January 2020.  Meanwhile we will be promoting the class in local churches and Bible Schools. 
 VSB Campuses in Minnesota and Iowa.  This is a banner year for Village Schools of the Bible.  There are  15  
        campuses with over 300 students.  I am amazed by God’s increase. 
 YMCA and Small Group Study Guides.  Village Schools of the Bible is half way through a significant writing pro-

ject for local churches.  We are writing a 10-week study for small groups on the Old Testament.  Then in January we 
begin writing a 10-week study on the New Testament.  We are using the Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey as the 
platform for this small group study guide.   

 

These are exciting days at Village Schools of the Bible.   
Thank you for your prayers and financial support!  

V S B  U P D A T E  

Fall is an exciting time at Village Schools of the Bible! 
 
We have launched our Executive Director search to replace our beloved Executive Director, Warren 
Coe, who will retire in June 2020.  Our Search Committee has distributed our search profile which 
can also be seen on our website. Please pray for this search. Please spread the word among your 
individual networks as we search for God’s direction and choice for our next ministry leader.   
 
Fall is also our appeal season where we invite our ministry partners to join with us as we plan and 
prepare for the year ahead.   80 percent of the cost of our Cover-to-Cover classes is underwritten by our donors.  With 
our donor support, we can remove financial barriers and make the cost of our classes reasonable and affordable for all 
our students.  With our donor support, we can continue to transform lives using God’s Word.    
 
This year our goal is to raise $123,000 by December 31. This will help us enter 2020 fiscally prepared for the challenges 
ahead.  I hope you will join us as we use God’s gifts to impact His Kingdom eternally.    
 
Thank you for being a part of Village Schools of the Bible.  We couldn’t do this without you.  Together, we will continue 
to Transform Lives with God’s Word.    
 
Kent N. O’Grady, Board Chair 
 

Kent O’Grady 

Executive Director Search Update 
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Come to Worship the Lord 
You are invited to the annual Celebration – Graduation at Village Schools of the Bible on May 3 at 6 p.m.  Dan Adler and 
Heart of the City will lead us in glorious worship at our new facilities at Westwood Church in Bloomington, MN.  Dinner 
will be included. 
 

Come to Honor Students of Village Schools of the Bible 
You are invited to honor our students and their families who have experienced an intense discipleship year.  They have 
learned about God’s unfolding plan of salvation from Genesis to Revelation.  They have discovered how Jesus Christ is 
central to all of God’s redemptive work.  This is an amazing accomplishment worthy of honor. 
 

Come to Welcome the New Executive Director 
The board at Village Schools of the Bible has worked hard this past year in seeking 
the Lord for the next executive director.  At the Celebration – Graduation on May 3, 
2020, the new executive director will be introduced.  Exciting days are ahead for our 
Village family. 
 

Come and Say ‘Goodbye’ to the Coes 
Ecclesiastes says, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter un-
der heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1 ESV)  That season and time has come for the Coes at 
Village Schools of the Bible.  The Celebration – Graduation will be my last official re-
sponsibility as the executive director at Village Schools of the Bible.  Marlys and I will 
be saying our goodbyes.  We are so grateful for the opportunity to lead this amazing 
discipleship ministry. 

You Are Invited!  Celebration—Graduation May 3, 2020 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters (Colossians 3:23). 

The Everyday Faith course, taught by Christian leaders from across the Twin Cities, helps people integrate faith and 
work so they can be fruitful in their God-given mission field among the people they rub shoulders with every day. The 
examples below show how our Everyday Faith seminar leaders can help you serve Christ in the workplace. 

1. Managing Me  

I am not ashamed of the gospel. Romans 1:16 

Professor Art Hill from Carlson School of Management offers a workshop, based on ground-breaking research, entitled 
‘Managing Me’, which teaches six essential skills for effective self-management, all linked to life purpose. The  
Managing Me workshop is a great way to help people in your organization build valuable personal and team skills while 
planting seeds for the Gospel. Contact us to learn more. 
2. Multiplying Small Groups in your Workplace or Neighborhood. 

Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. Matthew 4:19 

Steve Mann has decades of experience multiplying small group Bible studies in the secular corporate workplace. Hun-
dreds of lives have been changed with unchurched people coming to Christ, being discipled, and becoming small group 
leaders who in turn start new groups. Contact us if you would like Steve to help you launch a small group movement in 
your neighborhood or workplace. 

(Continued on page 7) 



VSB Liberia 

If anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love 

abide in him? 1 John 3:17. 

Village Schools of the Bible loves equipping, empowering and releasing Cover-to-Cover graduates into the mission 
field, locally or abroad, to help others mature in Christ for God’s Kingdom purposes. One of our Online Cover-to-Cover 
graduates, Alaric Tokpa, former chair of the Political Science department at the University of Liberia in Monrovia, has 
taken the Cover-to-Cover curriculum to his home country to help 21 hand-picked brothers and sisters in Christ -- from 
a variety of denominations -- go deeper in their understanding of Scripture and their relationship with Christ.  

Challenges in war-ravaged Liberia are enormous, including high unemployment, a deteriorating economy, rapidly esca-
lating costs, poor infrastructure, and government corruption. Nevertheless, Alaric (who suffered a life-threatening bout 
of malaria earlier this year) is fully committed to rebuilding a corrupted leadership culture in Liberia based on the 
cleansing power of God’s Word.  

If you feel called to help our brothers and sisters in one of the poorest countries in the world, please let us know. Some 
students live in rural areas, must travel to attend classes, and need help with transportation costs. Let’s partner togeth-
er to proclaim God’s good news to the poor! Luke 4:18 

VSB South Africa 

The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. Proverbs 2:6 

We are on track to start a hybrid Cover-to-Cover class (combining online and 
class teaching) in Amanzimtoti on the East Coast of South Africa, and an online 
Cover-to-Cover course that is currently being promoted in the greater Cape 
Town metropolitan area. These classes run from January to December to coin-
cide with the South African academic year. Two of our staff recently visited our 
South African teacher/mentor Mathabo Masilela (pictured right), our regional 
leader in Cape Town, Dr. Ashley Smyth as well as our collaborative partners, the 
South African Theological Seminary, in Johannesburg, in order to further build 
out our overall VSB strategy for Southern Africa. Feel free to join our South Afri-
can brothers and sisters in the online course and sign up for the Old Testament semester starting on Monday, January 
13th, 2020. Contact Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org for more details. 
 

Discipleship Gifts for Africa 

Would you make a gift to support our less wealthy brothers and sisters in Christ in Liberia and South Africa?  

A gift of $1,600 covers the annual stipend for a teacher who disciples a class of 17 students.  A scholarship gift of $300 
will help a needy student take the entire Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey Class.  Make your check out to Village Schools of 
the Bible and write “Discipleship for Africa” in the memo line. 
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Fall classes  

Cover-to-Cover Classes 
When I was introduced to the Cover to Cover classes, I felt that God's riches and blessings had been given to me in such 
abundance!  How I praise and worship and honor Him for what He is and the grace He daily gives to us!   
 

My heart aches as I see the new age thinking creeping more and more into the evangelical church.  I am so sensitive to 
this fraudulent thinking that warning bells go off in my heart when I even get a whiff of such deceit.  And it is  
increasingly becoming woven into our culture.  The only antidote is the armor of God: sound Scriptural studies, daily 
Bible reading, prayer, and a faithful Christian fellowship - one true to glorifying God, faithful in His Word, and honoring 
Him in all that we daily do.  
 

“Thank You” 
Thank you for your generosity in assisting people like me (very limited, fixed income) to have the opportunity for  
deeper study in God's Word!! 
 

In Christ's love,  
 

Jan 
Calvary Church Cover-to-Cover Class, Roseville, MN 

Jan’s Story of Transformation (Continued from page 1) 

Above: Mike Evans’ Ankeny class 

Right: Student in North Heights Lutheran class 

Above: Cher Moua teaching a group of Hmong students. 

Right: David King’s class at Wayzata Free Church 

Above: Warren Coe’s C-to-C OT class at Berean 

Baptist Church 

Right:  Eunice Wold’s 
Tuesday afternoon class 

at North Heights  
Lutheran Church. 
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Visit our website to learn more about our classes. 
REGISTER: Online: villageschoolsofthebible.org | Email: trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org | Phone: 952-540-9460 

Cover-to-Cover International  
 

The Lord is opening doors for His Word to be 
taught Cover-to-Cover in Africa.  We are  
excited about the opportunities He is  
bringing to us.   
 

South Africa | Mathabo Masilela 
Evening class  
Starts Thursdays, 16 January 2020 at 7 pm. 
Daytime class  
Starts Friday, 17th January 2020 at 9 am. 
Location: Sweetwaters Bible College,  
Amanzimtoti 
 

Liberia | Alaric Tokpa 
Started Fall 2019 

Prophecy Luncheons  

Study prophecy in the light of current 
events with Dr. Harvey Martin. 
 

Lunches take place on Thursdays, year 
round, from 11:30 am—1:00  pm meeting in 
Deephaven and Lakeville. Check our website 
for current information. 

Cover-to-Cover New Testament Classes 

Cost $149 per person/family maximum $249 |$125 alumni . 
Scholarships available—please ask. 
 

Online | January 6—April 25 

Weekly lessons via our online platform | Mentored by Harlan Seri. 

 

Monday Evenings | Jan 6—Apr 20 
Ankeny EFC, IA | Mike Evans | 6:30-8:30 pm 
Grace ELC, Deephaven | Harvey Martin | 4:00-6:00 pm 
Living Faith Church, Blaine | Jennifer Dougan | 6:45-8:45 pm 
Woodridge Church, Medina | Ryan Habbena | 6:30-8:30 pm 
 

Tuesday Afternoons | Jan 7– Apr 21 
North Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills | Eunice Wold | 1-3 pm 
 Special pricing for North Heights only—$99 per person  

 

Tuesday Evenings | Jan 7—Apr 21 
Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville | Warren Coe | 6:45-8:45 pm 
Bethel Baptist Church, Mendota Heights | John Mayer | 6:30-8:30 pm 
Calvary Church, Roseville | Ryan Habbena | 6:45-8:45 pm 
Grace Church, Eden Prairie | Dr. Harvey Martin | 6:30-8:30 pm 
Valley Free Church, Des Moines, IA | Mike Evans | 6:30-8:30 pm 
 

Wednesday Evenings | Jan 8—Apr 22 
Cedar Valley Church, Bloomington | Ryan Habbena | 6:30-8:00 pm 
 Register through Cedar Valley Church 

North Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills | Eunice Wold |6:30-8:30 
 Special pricing for North Heights only—$99 per person  

Our City Our Neighborhood Church, Maplewood | Cher Moua |6:30-
8:30 pm 
 

Thursday Evenings | Jan 9—Apr 23  
Minnesota Valley Church, Lakeville | Harvey Martin | 5:00-7:00 pm 
Wayzata Free Church, Plymouth | David King | 6:30-8:30 pm 
 

Have you moved recently? Let us know 
so that you continue to receive our mailings.   
 

Also, sign up to receive news via email.  
Reduce clutter and save resources! 

The VSB office will be closed for Christmas  
from December 23—27. 

C-to-C Old Testament Online 
 January 13—May 2 | Harlan Seri 
 

In addition to the New Testament Online 
class there will also be an Old Testament 
Online class offered this winter. 
 
Take the Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey course 
in the comfort of your home. Participate 
each week at the time that suits you best.  



New Study Opportunities for VSB Graduates and Alumni 

Would you like your VSB studies to count towards a qualification in Biblical Counseling?  
Would you like to further your studies in Theology? Are you considering a career change? 
 
VSB now has a collaborative agreement with the South African Theological Seminary (SATS). 
SATS programs are accredited by the Council on Higher Education and the Education and 
Training Quality Assurer of the South African Qualifications Authority. SATS is a founding 
member of the National Association of Distance Education Organizations in South Africa and 
is also a member of the International Council for Evangelical Theological Education, the Inter-
national Council for Higher Education, the CHEA International Quality Group, and the World 
Evangelical Theological Institute Association. 
 

SATS programs are of the highest standard, being comparable to equivalent degrees from a 
regionally accredited university in the United States, and are recognized in Europe, South America and Canada. Credits 
earned are truly “portable”, i.e. they can be transferred to other accredited, registered institutions. SATS has  
international students from around the world. 
 

Through our collaborative agreement with SATS, you can earn recognition for prior learning for courses you have taken 
at VSB, and seamlessly continue your studies towards any of the following: 
 

 Doctor of Philosophy in Theology 
 Master of Theology 
 Bachelor of Theology Honors 
 Bachelor of Theology 
 Higher Certificate in Christian Life 
 Higher Certificate in Christian Counselling 
 

These course are surprisingly affordable! All courses are taught online by SATS. Village Schools of the Bible makes facili-
ties and study resources available for study and for exams. In addition, VSB provides mentors with post-graduate quali-
fications to meet regularly with students either one-on-one or in a group setting, to provide support, serve as account-
ability, prayer and discussion partners, and help ensure contextualized application.  
 

For more information on any of the initiatives and opportunities on this page, contact 
Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org, or call 952.540.9460. 
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3. Raising Kids of Faith 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 

Sarah Underdal runs a seminar to help parents raise Kids of Faith. Our culture makes it exceptionally difficult to raise 
children well and launch them into adventurous lives that are successful and meaningful from a Biblical perspective. If 
you would like to learn more about a practical Roadmap for Raising Kids of Faith, or if you might like to host this semi-
nar at your church or ministry, contact us.   

Contact us about hosting an Everyday Faith seminar or workshop in your church, ministry or workplace. Email 
Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org, or call 942.540.9460. We’re here to serve. 

Everyday Faith  (continued from page  3) 

Hugh Goosen (SATS) & Warwick 

Alcock (VSB) 

http://www.nadeosa.org.za/
http://www.icete-edu.org/
http://www.ichenetwork.org/
http://www.ichenetwork.org/
http://www.cheainternational.org/
http://www.wetia.com/
http://www.wetia.com/
mailto:Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org
mailto:Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org
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Please consider helping us meet our 2019 budget.   
  

$123,000 needs to be raised by December 31 to close out the year in a strong financial position.    
 
 

Expand your support of the mission at Village Schools of the Bible: 
Pray - for the search for a new Executive Director,  
 - for new campuses & staff, 
 - for Warren’s retirement and continued teaching at Village Schools of the Bible 
 - for the Lord’s provision financially 
Invite  - others to take one of our discipleship classes (online or classroom);  
 - See the Winter class schedule on page 6  
Give - every gift counts.  Did you know? 
 - Your gift underwrites 80% of the tuition costs. 

- Many students need scholarships because of financial challenges. 
 
Please consider becoming a monthly donor.  Monthly donations stabilize the budget.    

 

Village Schools of the Bible rejoices in your support this Christmas Season. 
Thank you! 

All gifts received or postmarked by December 31 will be credited in 2019 for tax purposes. 


