
‘You Have the Words of Eternal Life’ 

A Questionable Invitation 
It was mid-way through Jesus’ earthly ministry.  He was preaching, healing and casting out demons.  
The crowds had become throngs.  They hung on his every word.  Then he said something  
outrageous.  “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you have no life in you.” (John 6:53) 
 

Gulp!  The throngs went silent.  You could hear a pin drop.  Jesus continued, “Whoever feeds on my 
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:54) 
 

The crowds were squirming.  To say they were uncomfortable would be an understatement.  Jesus went on, “For my 
flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.  Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in 
him.” (John 6:55) 
 

That was the final straw for the crowds.  In their mind Jesus was promoting cannibalism.  The Bible says, “When many 
of his disciples heard it they said, ‘This is a hard saying: who can listen to it?’  After this many of his disciples turned 
back and no longer walked with him.” (John 6:60, 66) 
 

A Moment of Clarity 
Then Jesus turned to the twelve and asked, “Do you want to go away as well?” 
 

What I like about this point in the story is Peter’s response.  “Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of 
God.’” (John 6:68) 
 

Peter understood the meaning of Jesus’ words.  Eating is believing and drinking is believing.  Jesus promises eternal life 
to those who believe in him.  In the words of Jon Bloom at Desiring God Ministries, Jesus was inviting his disciples to 
“believe that his death—the breaking of his body and the spilling of his blood—pays in full the penalty for our sins, and 
that his perfect righteousness is freely given to us in exchange for our unrighteousness.” 
 

The ‘Wow’ Moment For Discipleship Students at Village Schools of the Bible 
I am looking for a word of exclamation or surprise or amazing delight.  Wow immediately comes to mind! 
 

That ‘wow’ moment comes to every discipleship student at Village Schools of the Bible.  Going all the way back to the 
founding of Village Schools of the Bible, over 7,000 people have had that ‘wow’ moment in their study of God’s Word 
from Cover-to-Cover. 
 

The Word of God is life and light and freedom.  The Word of God quickens, convicts and transforms our hearts.  God’s 
Word is God’s power and God’s power is God’s Word.  This is why Village Schools of the Bible exists.  Village Schools of 
the Bible exists to teach God’s Word and transform lives.   
 

You help make it happen! 
Our donors and alumni are important servants in fulfilling our mission at Village Schools of the Bible.  We could not 
fulfill our mission mandate without you.  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  For your prayers.  For your encourage-
ments.  For your sacrificial gifts.  Through you many are experiencing serious discipleship at Village Schools of the Bible. 
 

God’s Blessing,       
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