VSB UPDATE
November 2018

Thoughts on Legacies by Warren Coe
Legacy of D. L. Moody: Dwight Lyman Moody was a world-wide evangelist. Many came to Christ
through his ministry. Moody reached the world with the good news of Jesus Christ. He established schools and training centers most famous of which is Moody Bible Institute. He also
provided acts of mercy, especially after the infamous Chicago fire in 1871. When he came to the
end of his life he was asked about his legacy. Moody gave a very interesting response. “If it can
be said, faithfully said, over my grave, ‘Moody has done what he could,’ that will be the most
glorious epitaph.”
My Legacy: This past April I announced my retirement. June 30, 2020 I will be retired. I’m thinking about a legacy
for my children and the body of Christ. Here it is in the words of Martin Luther. “I did nothing. The Word did everything.” I am grateful that Village Schools of the Bible has given me an amazing platform to not only teach God’s Word
but to challenge people around the world to seek and apply His Word. What an amazing and wonderful journey.
Thank you, Lord!
Your Legacy: I’ve talked with people on their death bed. Never once has anyone wished they worked more hours or
made more money. They regret time lost with family and friends. What do you want your legacy to say? May it be
like the Apostle Paul’s, “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that
you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we
are imperishable. So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my body and keep it
under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.” (1 Cor. 9:24-27 ESV)

We continue to march forward… update from Board Chair Kent O’Grady
This has been a busy fall. We have launched the Old Testament semester of Cover-to-Cover with
174 students on 9 campuses; all to see lives transformed through God’s Word.
Our leadership transition remains on track. We have received a proposal to hire a consultant, with
experience in guiding Christian ministries in leadership transition, to assist our Board through
these next few months. We will vote on this proposal in December. This is the most important
task for your board to accomplish over these next few years. We must do this right, to honor
Village Schools of the Bible, but more importantly, to honor God and His Word.
To that end, your board has been studying a book on seeking God’s will. The book is “Pursuing God’s Will Together, A
Discernment Practice for Leadership Groups” by Ruth Haley Barton. This is an excellent resource to help us discern
God’s will in this process. “God’s will. Nothing more. Nothing less. Nothing else.” is one of the key points of the book.
Your board is committed to keeping our earthly skills and abilities in proper context as we search for and listen to
God’s voice in this transition. And we are committed to being on our knees in prayer to be able to hear God’s voice as
we seek His will.
You are an important part of this transition. We need your prayers during this process. Please continue to pray that
(Continued on page 5)
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THE BIBLE FOR TODAY: God’s Answers for Daily Living
Here We Are!
The Bible for Today: God’s Answers for Daily Living has been amazing. Who would have thought that Village Schools of
the Bible would be on the radio? Not me, but here we are! (Tune in to KKMS AM980 The Mission on Sundays at 10 am)
There is a learning curve to radio. KKMS and the
engineers are great about giving me tips and advice
about doing better. Did I say there is a learning curve?
I’m just a babe-in-the-woods when it comes to the
airwaves.
Why Radio?
We are asking the Lord to use this radio program to
make known the ministries of Village Schools of the
Bible. I tell folks that Village Schools of the Bible is a
well-kept secret. We have served over 7,000 people
these last 34 years. Guided by our mission to teach God’s Word and transform lives, if God wills, we want to reach
around the world. We want to see God’s people everywhere grow in Christ and His Word.
How Do We Measure Our Impact?
How do we know if radio is helping us achieve our mission at Village Schools of the Bible? We have established several
bench marks.
Anecdotal. Emails, phone calls and text message from our listeners.
Enrollment. Our registration forms ask how people heard of our ministry. There is a box for “Radio.”
KKMS Analytics. KKMS keeps track of how often people listen to our podcasts.
VSB Website. We have a webpage directing people to KKMS and our recorded radio broadcasts.
Pray for Effective Ministry on The Bible for Today
We need your prayers as we share God’s Word on the radio. Join the staff and teachers as we pray for God’s Word to
serve as a two-edged sword. As Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.” (Heb. 4:12 ESV) Thank you!

NEW! Thrivent Partnership—Inspiring Generosity
Financial Seminar

Your Legacy: Family, Church, Charity

Village Schools is delighted to announce that we are now
enrolled as a Thrivent Choice organization. This means
that eligible Thrivent members can now direct their
Choice Dollars to Village Schools. To learn more about
Thrivent Choice, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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February 12 | 7-8 pm | Village Center, Minnetonka
Seminar leader: Brent Henkelman from Thrivent Financial.
This seminar will sharpen your views and values
concerning money and giving. Brent’s goal is to help
Christians make confident financial planning decisions.
The workshop is free. Call 952.540.9460 to reserve a
seat, or email Trish@VillageSchoolsOfTheBible.org.
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WINTER/SPRING SCHEDULE—Invite a friend!
Cover-to-Cover New Testament Classes

Online Short Courses

Join a class for the second semester of Cover-to-Cover—a unique journey
through God’s Word where you discover God’s unfolding plan of redemption, the unity of the Bible, centrality of the gospel and the person of Jesus Christ.
Duration 15 weeks

The Fate of Human History—studies in
Daniel & Ezekiel
Learn about these two famous books.
Discover the life and times of Daniel &
Ezekiel and their message about the future
of human history.

Cost $149 per person/family maximum $249 | $125 alumni
Scholarships available—please ask.
Online |Harlan Seri | January 7—April 20
Mondays | Jan 7—Apr 15 | 6:45-8:45 pm
+ Living Faith Church, Blaine | Jennifer Dougan
+ Woodridge Church, Medina | Ryan Habbena
Tuesdays | Jan 8—Apr 16
+ Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville | Warren Coe | 6:45-8:45pm
+ Calvary Church, Roseville | Ryan Habbena | 6:45-8:45 pm
+ Grace Church, Eden Prairie | Dr. Martin | 6:30-8:30 pm
+ Valley Free Church, Des Moines, IA | Mike Evans |
Jan 15—Apr 23 | 6:30-8:30 pm
Wednesdays
+ Cedar Valley Church, Bloomington | Ryan Habbena |
Jan 30—May 15 | 6:30 –8:00 pm
Register on the Cedar Valley Church website: cvchurch.org
(Note: no class on Mar 27)
+ Wayzata Free Church, Plymouth | David King |
Jan 9—Apr 17 | 6:30—8:30 pm
Fridays
+ South Heights Christian Classes, Burnsville | Ryan Habbena |
Jan 18—May 10 | 8:30 –10:30 am
(Note: no class on April 19)

Duration: 3 Weeks | Cost: $25
Available: January 14, 2019
Check the website for more courses.

Biblical Leadership
Village Center, Minnetonka, MN
Thursdays, | 6:30-8:30 pm
February 7—May 2, 2019
Teacher: Dr. Harvey Martin | Cost: $125
This class is for anyone who wants to learn
Biblical principles of leadership. Cover-toCover graduates are especially invited to
attend.

Prophecy Luncheons
Study prophecy in the light of current
events with Dr. Harvey Martin.
Lunches take place on Thursdays, year
round, from 11:30 am—1:00 pm meeting
in Deephaven and Lakeville.
Check our website for current information.

Office Closed
December 21—January 2

SAVE THE DATE! | Annual Celebration |May 5, 2019
All are invited
Visit our website to learn more about our classes.
REGISTER: Online: villageschoolsofthebible.org | Email: trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org | Phone: 952-540-9460
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NEW PARTNERSHIP|NEW ONLINE OFFERINGS
New Credit Transfer Opportunity
We are delighted to announce a co-operative agreement with Oak Hills Christian
College in Bemidji, MN. This opens up additional opportunities for Village Schools
students to earn university credits (up to 6 credits for Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey,
one for Everyday Faith, and two for Biblical Leadership.) Call us for brochures on
financial aid and scholarships. To learn more about Oak Hills Christian College visit
their website at www.oakhills.edu.

Coming Soon! Online Short Courses
Have you ever felt it would be great to just dig into one or two topics or books of
the Bible and really focus on what they teach? Starting in January we will be
offering exactly that using our online platform. Topics covered include In the
Beginning—a study of Genesis; Suffering and the Wisdom of God—Job, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes & Song of Songs; and The Fate of Human History—Daniel and Ezekiel.
Each course is 2—4 weeks long and features Pastor Warren Coe as teacher and
mentor. Participants will read the relevant Bible books and notes, watch the video
lessons and may submit questions to Pastor Coe for personal feedback and
encouragement. You may study individually or with your small group. See our
website for all the details.

Fall Classes - New Testament classes start January 7

Clockwise from top left: Old Testament classes at Woodridge Church, Medina; Calvary
Church, Roseville; Valley Church, Des Moines; and Cedar Valley Church, Bloomington.

Feedback from our students
“It felt like digging for treasure and getting spiritually rich by attending.”—OT Student, Calvary Church, Roseville
“Love the discussions about applying Scripture to daily life.”—NT Student, Grace Church, Eden Prairie
“I’d take this class again in a heartbeat!”—NT Student, Valley Church, Des Moines
“It was helpful to review the Bible from 30,000 ft to get perspective on the overall themes and how they connect through the entire
Bible.”—NT Student, Valley Church, Des Moines
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VSB BOARD—LEADING THE WAY
We continue to march forward… continued from page 1
God’s will be done in this transition. Pray that our process will be fruitful and will bring forward God’s choice for the
future of Village Schools of the Bible. “God’s will. Nothing more. Nothing less. Nothing else.”
On a more practical note, your board is now engaged in step 1 of our transition process: to complete strategic plan and
bylaw revisions, and to prepare our business policies, practices and budget for a transition in leadership. In short, we
are getting our house in order as we prepare for change.
Here is a brief glimpse at our transition and search plan: After the first of the year, our search committee (with our consultant alongside us) will begin the process of identifying what knowledge, skills, and abilities we are looking for in a
new leader, where will we find these abilities, and how we will assess those abilities in our potential candidates. Our
selection process will be finalized in May 2019 and our search plan finalized in July 2019. We expect to be actively recruiting in fall 2019 and have a top candidate selected in March 2020.
There are a lot of moving parts to this transition, but I assure you that your board is diligently seeking God’s will for this
new season at Village Schools of the Bible. I hope that you will join us by praying for this transition and that the next
season at Village Schools of the Bible will continue to bring glory to God and His Word.
Kent N. O’Grady—Chair, VSB Board of Directors

Board Changes
Thank you to Melissa Borner who retired from the VSB Board this year. We appreciate her three years of service to
Village Schools.
We are delighted to welcome Kristi Piehl and Jim Sorensen who joined the Board in October.

Kristi is the Founder and CEO of Media Minefield, a news-driven public relations agency. She is a
member of Wayzata Free Church and a graduate of Bethel University. In 2015, Bethel awarded
Kristi as Alumna of the Year. She completed Cover-To-Cover in 2017 and found the class
transformational. She is delighted to join the Board and is hopeful God can use her experience
and background to increase the reach and awareness of Village Schools of the Bible. Kristi and her
husband, Ben Santelman, have two sons (ages 16 and 12).
Jim Sorensen grew up in Iowa and became a Christian in High School and is a VSB graduate. He
spent 15 years in Saint Louis, working for McDonnell Douglas (now part of Boeing) as an Engineer
before moving to 3M as a Material Scientist for 18 years. He now works from home for a
technology company in Boston. He married his high school sweetheart, Becky, and they have
three grown children and six grandchildren. They love being involved in small groups and helping
people move forward in their spiritual journey.

End of Year Giving—Did you know...
December is a critical giving period for all ministries. Please consider a gift to Village Schools in your planning.
Contributions are tax-deductible and can be made online (go to our website and click on the GIVE button) or by check.
Donations of appreciated stock and qualified charitable distributions are also great ways to support our mission:
Teaching God’s Word and Transforming Lives. Qualified charitable distributions, also known as IRA rollover gifts or
RMDs, allow individuals aged over 70 and-a-half to achieve charitable giving goals without triggering federal income
taxes. Call us for more information. Donations postmarked by December 31 will be allocated to the 2018 tax year.
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Your Gift to Village Schools helps bring God’s light to others
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”—Psalm 119:105
God’s Word is the light that leads our work at Village
Schools of the Bible.
One student recently said, “This course has been
transforming! It helped me grow deeper roots into my
faith.” This student will carry the light into her family,
church, and workplace.

Help us bring the light of God’s Word to many more
students who will in turn bring that light into their
communities.
Here are ways for you to support our mission:
Pray | for the search for a new Executive Director, new campuses and staff, and God’s provision for VSB
Invite | others to take a class (online or classroom)
Give | every gift goes further, thanks to an end-of-year gift match up to $6,000. Monthly donors stabilize the
budget; please consider becoming a monthly donor.

May God’s Word be your light this Christmas Season!

