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Legacy of D. L. Moody: Dwight Lyman Moody was a world-wide evangelist.  Many came to Christ 
through his ministry.  Moody reached the world with the good news of Jesus Christ.  He estab-
lished schools and training centers most famous of which is Moody Bible Institute.  He also  
provided acts of mercy, especially after the infamous Chicago fire in 1871. When he came to the 
end of his life he was asked about his legacy.  Moody gave a very interesting response.  “If it can 
be said, faithfully said, over my grave, ‘Moody has done what he could,’ that will be the most  
glorious epitaph.” 

 

My Legacy: This past April I announced my retirement.  June 30, 2020 I will be retired.  I’m thinking about a legacy 
for my children and the body of Christ.  Here it is in the words of Martin Luther.  “I did nothing.  The Word did every-
thing.”  I am grateful that Village Schools of the Bible has given me an amazing platform to not only teach God’s Word 
but to challenge people around the world to seek  and apply His Word.  What an amazing and wonderful journey.  
Thank you, Lord! 
 

Your Legacy: I’ve talked with people on their death bed.  Never once has anyone wished they worked more hours or 
made more money.  They regret time lost with family and friends.  What do you want your legacy to say?  May it be 
like the Apostle Paul’s, “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that 
you may obtain it.  Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we 
are imperishable.  So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air.  But I discipline my body and keep it 
under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.”  (1 Cor. 9:24-27 ESV)  

We continue to march forward… update from Board Chair Kent O’Grady 
This has been a busy fall. We have launched the Old Testament semester of Cover-to-Cover with 
174 students on 9 campuses; all to see lives transformed through God’s Word.   
 

Our leadership transition remains on track. We have received a proposal to hire a consultant, with 
experience in guiding Christian ministries in leadership transition, to assist our Board through 
these next few months. We will vote on this proposal in December. This is the most important 
task for your board to accomplish over these next few years. We must do this right, to honor  
Village Schools of the Bible, but more importantly, to honor God and His Word.   

 

To that end, your board has been studying a book on seeking God’s will. The book is “Pursuing God’s Will Together, A 
Discernment Practice for Leadership Groups” by Ruth Haley Barton.  This is an excellent resource to help us discern 
God’s will in this process. “God’s will. Nothing more. Nothing less. Nothing else.” is one of the key points of the book.  
Your board is committed to keeping our earthly skills and abilities in proper context as we search for and listen to 
God’s voice in this transition. And we are committed to being on our knees in prayer to be able to hear God’s voice as 
we seek His will.   
 

You are an important part of this transition. We need your prayers during this process. Please continue to pray that  
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God’s will be done in this transition. Pray that our process will be fruitful and will bring forward God’s choice for the 
future of Village Schools of the Bible. “God’s will.  Nothing more.  Nothing less.  Nothing else.” 
 

On a more practical note, your board is now engaged in step 1 of our transition process: to complete strategic plan and 
bylaw revisions, and to prepare our business policies, practices and budget for a transition in leadership. In short, we 
are getting our house in order as we prepare for change.  
 

Here is a brief glimpse at our transition and search plan: After the first of the year, our search committee (with our con-
sultant alongside us) will begin the process of identifying what knowledge, skills, and abilities we are looking for in a 
new leader, where will we find these abilities,  and how we will assess those abilities in our potential candidates. Our 
selection process will be finalized in May 2019 and our search plan finalized in July 2019. We expect to be actively re-
cruiting in fall 2019 and have a top candidate selected in March 2020.   
 

There are a lot of moving parts to this transition, but I assure you that your board is diligently seeking God’s will for this 
new season at Village Schools of the Bible. I hope that you will join us by praying for this transition and that the next 
season at Village Schools of the Bible will continue to bring glory to God and His Word.   
        Kent N. O’Grady—Chair, VSB Board of Directors 

Board Changes 

Thank you to Melissa Borner who retired from the VSB Board this year.  We appreciate her three years of service to 
Village Schools. 
  
We are delighted to welcome Kristi Piehl and Jim Sorensen who joined the Board in  October. 
 

Kristi is the Founder and CEO of Media Minefield, a news-driven public relations agency. She is a 
member of Wayzata Free Church and a graduate of Bethel University. In 2015, Bethel awarded 
Kristi as Alumna of the Year. She completed Cover-To-Cover in 2017 and found the class  
transformational. She is delighted to join the Board and is hopeful God can use her experience  
and background to increase the reach and awareness of Village Schools of the Bible. Kristi and her 
husband, Ben Santelman, have two sons (ages 16 and 12).   
 

Jim Sorensen grew up in Iowa and became a Christian in High School and is a VSB graduate.  He 
spent 15 years in Saint Louis, working for McDonnell Douglas (now part of Boeing) as an Engineer 
before moving to 3M as a Material Scientist for 18 years.  He now works from home for a  
technology company in Boston.   He married his high school sweetheart, Becky, and they have 
three grown children and six grandchildren.  They love being involved in small groups and helping 
people move forward in their spiritual journey.   

End of Year Giving—Did you know... 
December is a critical giving period for all ministries.  Please consider a gift to Village Schools in your planning. 
Contributions are tax-deductible and can be made online (go to our website and click on the GIVE button) or by check.  
Donations of appreciated stock and qualified charitable distributions are also great ways to support our mission:  
Teaching God’s Word and Transforming Lives. Qualified charitable distributions, also known as IRA rollover gifts or 
RMDs, allow individuals aged over 70 and-a-half to achieve charitable giving goals without triggering federal income 
taxes. Call us for more information. Donations postmarked by December 31 will be allocated to the 2018 tax year. 


