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Because of You
Have you ever noticed the many times Paul gave thanks for people and churches?
In 1 Corinthians 1:4, “I give thanks to my God always for you.” In Ephesians 1:16, “I do
not cease to give thanks for you.” In Romans 16:3, 4 Paul writes, “Greet Prisca and
Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my life, to whom not
only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well.”
As the executive director of Village Schools of the Bible, I give thanks to God for your
prayers and financial support. You are helping us teach God’s Word and transform lives.
Your prayers and financial support changed Carly
Carly took Cover-to-Cover at Five Oaks in Woodbury. Carly owns an apparel company
she is using to serve others. Listen to her story. “Over and over again people tell us
how encouraging our shirts are when they wear them. How the tees inspire them to
step forward…we can take no credit. That simply is the power of God's word. God's
We start ‘em young! Wayzata Free NT
word has the power to transform. Or simply put (by Village Schools of the Bible)
Class (Photo by Lindsey Larson)
"God's word is God's power, God's power is God's word." In addition to supporting
Village Schools of the Bible, Carly is giving back to the Amborella House—a Twin Cities ministry that provides
transitional housing and emergency refuge for women who have experienced sexual exploitation and trafficking.
Carly is one of many people whose life has been transformed through the ministries of Village Schools of the Bible
over the last thirty-four years. Thank you for your prayers and gifts that help change lives.
2017 was an amazing year.
We saw 15% growth in enrollments. We established our first partnership with a Twin Cities church. A new campus
is established in Des Moines, Iowa. We have begun serving the homeschool movement in the Twin Cities and our
online classes are growing. This year we began two new discipleship learning tracks - Everyday Faith and Biblical
Leadership. These further assist believers and their churches in making disciples.
2018 could be even bigger
We are trusting God to disciple over 700 people in the Twin Cities, in other states and around the world. We are
currently in talks with church movements in China, Northern India and Liberia to assist pastors in disciple-making.
Our 2018 budget is set at $438,000. We are asking the Lord and our VSB family to give generously. Along with large
donations, we are praying for monthly supporters. If 2,000 people gave $5 a month, this would make a big difference
in helping us achieve our goals. Would you help?
Thank you for loving the Lord and His Word. Thank you for helping Village Schools of the Bible to teach God’s Word
and transform lives. Thank you.

Executive Director
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Everyday Faith Student Feedback
Our first Everyday Faith Seminar Series was presented at St Luke’s Church in
Faribault in the fall of 2017. The following comments show the impact of the
course:
Extremely helpful...revived my desire to reach out. The practicality of each
seminar was appreciated...Have been able to put things into practice
immediately...Awesome course!
Greg Purchla, Pastor, St. Luke’s Church, Faribault, MN
Very challenging and exciting. Challenged me to think outside my normal
sphere of influence inside the church to those outside the church walls, and
how to engage them in the gospel.

Everyday Faith students at St. Luke’s Church, Faribault, MN

Very practical and helpful...hit home...prompted me to take personal action...great insights into leadership...
Variety... was excellent  Inspirational!  Thought-provoking and spiritually uplifting  An outstanding series! I
would recommend this to everyone  Helped me put my gospel feet on. I’m so hungry to reach others for Christ.
NEXT CLASS STARTS JANUARY 3 AT WAYZATA FREE CHURCH | REGISTER ONLINE NOW
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WINTER/SPRING SCHEDULE
Cover-to-Cover New Testament Classes

From Anxiety to Joy!

Join a class for the second semester of Cover-to-Cover—a unique journey
through God’s Word where you will discover God’s unfolding plan of redemption, the unity of the Bible, centrality of the gospel and the person
of Jesus.

Village Center, Minnetonka, MN
Wednesdays | 6:30-8:30 pm
February 7, 14, 21, 28
Cost: $60
Teacher: Dr. Harvey Martin

Mondays | January 8—April 23 | 6:45-8:45 pm
 First Baptist Church, Anoka | Dr. Harvey Martin | 6:30 pm
 Living Faith Church, Blaine | Jennifer Dougan
 Woodridge Church, Medina | Pastor Ryan Habbena
Tuesdays | January 2—April 17 unless otherwise indicated
Morning class| 9:30 –11:30 am
 Village Center, Minnetonka | David King
Evening classes | 6:45-8:45 pm
 Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville | Dr. John Mayer
 Calvary Church, Roseville | Pastor Ryan Habbena
 Grace Church, Eden Prairie | Dr. Harvey Martin | 6:30 pm
 Valley Church, W. Des Moines | Mike Evans | Jan 9—Apr 24 |6:30 pm
Wednesdays | January 3—April 18 | 6:30-8:30 pm
 Bethel Baptist Church, Mendota Heights | Pastor Ryan Habbena
Thursdays | January 11—April 26| 6:45-8:45 pm
 Faith Baptist Church, N. Minneapolis | Pastor Warren Coe

The pressures of the culture we live in
today inevitably create anxiety, stress
and even depression. Learn how God
leads us from anxiety and stress to rest
and joy in Christ.

Biblical Leadership
Wayzata Free Church, Plymouth, MN
Wednesdays | 6:30-8:00 pm
March 7—June 6, 2018
Cost: $125
Teacher: Dr. Harvey Martin
This class is for those who aspire to
leadership both within and outside the
church and who desire to model their
leadership on the Lord
Jesus Christ.
For more information visit our website.

Fridays | January 19—May 11 | 8:30-10:30 am | High School Cohort
 South Heights Christian Classes, Burnsville | Pastor Ryan Habbena

Prophecy Lunches

Cover-to-Cover classes all cost $129 / semester.
Scholarships are available on request. Contact the office for details.

Coming in January—Understanding
the book of Zechariah with Dr. Harvey
Martin.

ONLINE (2 cohorts)



Cohort 1 | January 2—April 16 | Pastor Gary Moore
Cohort 2 | March 5—June 18 | Pastor Harlan Seri

Need Flexibility? The ONLINE version of Cover-to-Cover may be perfect
for you. Follow the 16 week class from the comfort of your home.
Participate at times each week that are convenient for you. This option is
ideal for busy moms, business travelers, homeschool families, shift
workers and anyone who can’t attend at a set time each week.

Lunches take place on Thursdays, from
11:30 am to 1:00 pm, year round,
meeting in Deephaven and Lakeville.
Check our website for current
information.

Office Closed
December 22– January 2

Visit our website to learn more about our classes.
Register: Online at villageschoolsofthebible.org | Email trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org | Phone 952-540-9460
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FALL CLASS REVIEW AND STUDENT TESTIMONIES
Nicole from Valley Free Church in Des Moines, IA
I am so grateful for this class (Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey) and for
you as a teacher (Pastor Tom Mason). I am changed because of
this class and now feel that I have a deeper understanding of God
and therefore a deeper relationship with Him. This class has allowed me to let go and cut the strings that were holding me back
all because I didn't think I knew enough to really speak the Word
and be taken seriously. I have found confidence in this class to
really go out in the world and do what I am meant to do. Thank
you so much! I can't wait to start on New Testament.
Justin from Berean Baptist Church in Burnsville, MN

Valley Church, Des Moines Old Testament class with teacher Mike Evans
(Center front, picture by Mike Evans)

The class has been life-changing for me. I didn't have
any structured Bible training in my youth, so Cover-ToCover was exactly what I needed to better understand
the foundation in the Bible. I'd expected to learn basic
Bible facts; however, it turned out to be one of the best
faith-building things that I've done! It's amazing how
the redemption story comes alive when you devote
yourself to study!
Student Comments for VSB Class Evaluations
“I know God better. There has been personal
transformation through encountering God’s truth in a
deep way. How well the Scripture complements itself
and interweaves proves that it is truly from God.”

South Heights high school class. (Picture by Ryan Habbena, teacher)

“I learned how much God loves me. I felt loved by my Savior. I have intimacy with the Father and the Word! The
quality of my relationship with God is directly related to the amount of time I spend in the Word. I am experiencing
God in my life through spending time in His Word.”
“My life has built on this class that I took years ago. This class has propelled me onto a greater experience with God.
It has made my relationship with Christ stronger. I am better able to give an answer for my joy.”

Woodridge Church, Medina Old Testament class (Picture by Ryan Habbena)

Calvary Church, Roseville Old Testament class
(Picture by Ryan Habbena)
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STAY CONNECTED WITH VILLAGE SCHOOLS OF THE BIBLE
We are pleased to announce the new Alumni Association  Volunteering at the office is a great way to catch up,
at Village Schools of the Bible. The VSB Alumni Associasupport the mission and hang out!
tion exists to serve the Village family. We are here to jour-  Would you help host a local VSB get-together or
ney with you through whatever life brings. Our goal is to
promotional event, and invite friends? Let us know.
stay connected and encourage ongoing growth in Christ
We’re building a small team of volunteers to help serve
and His Word.
our alumni. They provide counsel and input as time
Please Join the Alumni Association at Village Schools of
permits — including Angela Sadat, Liza Halverson and Paul
the Bible Re-establish friendships and network with other Bierhaus. We sincerely appreciate their support!
VSB alums. Stay connected. Grow together in Christ.
Questions? See our alumni page. Speak with any of the
Ways to connect
alumni team or Trish or Warwick Alcock. Call us on
 Subscribe to the VSB Update newsletter and have it
952.540.9460 or email us.
emailed to your inbox. Update your contact
The Alumni Association of Village Schools of the Bible is
information when it changes.
here to serve.
 Subscribe to our weekly blog posts for the latest
updates and new insights.
 Follow us on Facebook. Invite your friends to check
out our Page. Our FB community — which has grown
by 33% this last year — is a great way to stay
connected. We post weekly updates, and we love to
hear from you!
 Follow us on Twitter. We post spiritual encouragement to just over 3,000 followers. Share and retweet.
Help us spread the Light of Christ!
 Be an advocate: share your Cover-to-Cover experience
with prospective students or churches.

What’s New at VSB?
Credit Transfer

Cover-to-Cover Engagement Levels

This year Village Schools negotiated credit transfer
agreements with two more colleges:
Cover-to-Cover credits are now accepted at
 University of Northwestern—St Paul
 Crown College (New)
 Association Free Lutheran Bible School (New)

Are you daunted by the Cover-to-Cover workload?

Up to 6 credits can be transferred for the C-t-C Bible
survey course and up to 2 credits for Everyday Faith and
Biblical Leadership respectively at AFLBS.
Visit our website to find out more information.

Personal journaling (writing) is required at both levels.

Cover-to-Cover is now offered at two levels:
 Diploma level—for those who want to dig deep to
lead spiritually or receive college level credit.
 Certificate level—a less intense engagement level
for personal growth.

Bruce Pinke went to be with the Lord on October 27, 2017
Village Schools of the Bible expresses our sincere condolences to the Bruce Pinke family. Bruce
was a teacher at VSB. He served as a missionary, senior pastor and church planter. His daughter
Jennifer Dougan teaches Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey at Village Schools of the Bible. Bruce will be
missed. Please join us in praying for Bruce’s wife, Carolyn, and her children.
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SUPPORT THE SHOLUND MEMORIAL FUND

2018 Annual Celebration

Monty served in the Ubangi district of
the Congo along with his wife, Doris,
then a nursing missionary from Oxford, England. That was the start of a
35-year missionary commitment to
Africa!

Mark your calendar
and plan on attending
Village Schools of the
Bible’s 2018 annual
Celebration. We
honor all who complete Cover-toCover Bible Survey. We celebrate
churches, students, donors and
alumni. It is a hallelujah time and we
want you to attend.

After ‘retiring’ in the USA, Monty
refired, launching Village Schools of
the Bible to continue the vision that
had gripped him all his life:
encouraging lay people to study the
Bible seriously and live it out. Monty
set rigorous standards from the start
– standards that continue to be a
hallmark of the ministry.
As Village Schools of the Bible pursues
the mission of teaching God’s Word
and transforming lives, it continues
Monty’s original vision of helping lay
people study the entire Bible so they
can – in Monty’s words, Know, Grow
and Go.

The Monty and Doris Sholund
Memorial Fund exists in honor of this
extraordinary couple to marshal funds
for teaching and classroom expenses,
including scholarships for financially
challenged students.
If you have been blessed by the
ministry of Village Schools in the past
and would like to bless future
students in honor of Monty and Doris,
please consider a gift in their memory
to strengthen their legacy?

13815 Ridgedale Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55305
952.540.9460
contact@villageschoolsofthebible.org
villageschoolsofthebible.org
Change Service Requested

Sunday April 29, 2018, 6 -7:30 pm
Guest Speaker: Larry Julian
Hope Presbyterian Church,
7132 Portland Ave,
Minneapolis, MN 55423
Larry is a Cover-to-Cover graduate
and successful consultant, speaker
and author who specializes in
leadership development. Larry has
authored four books: God is My CEO,
Five Bold Choices, God is My Success
and God is My Coach

VSB UPDATE
November 2017

Non Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Twin Cities, MN
Permit #2967

