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What Prayer Can Do
Cotton Mather
On February 13, 1728, Cotton Mather died in Boston. He was a New England colonist.
He was a devoted pastor and theologian. Above all else, Cotton was a prayer warrior.
He prayed for revival in colonial America. The colonies were in moral decline. Churches
were empty. Bars were full of patrons. Youth wandered the streets singing bawdy
songs. Moral depravity was everywhere. But Cotton Mather prayed.
Two years after his death, the Great Awakening began. It changed the moral and spiritual climate in every city and every home in New England. Some historians suggest that America could not have
fought and won the War of Independence without the return to God. Cotton Mather’s prayers were answered.
What Prayer Can Do
Jesus told his followers a parable to the effect that “they ought always to pray and not lose heart.” (Luke 18:1 ESV)
The Apostle Paul called all believers to “pray without ceasing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) Prayer moves mountains.
Prayer changes hearts, and what we learn from Cotton Mather, prayer transforms nations.
For thirty-two years Village Schools of the Bible has effectively taught God’s Word and transformed lives. How?
Prayer! Your faithful intercession has given wings to our mission. Thank you! Thank you for your prayers and generous gifts to Village Schools of the Bible. You are helping us teach God’s Word and transform lives.
What Prayer Can Do at Village Schools of the Bible
This year there were 607 enrollments at Village Schools of the Bible. This is a 22% increase over 2015! We have a
staff of 20 teachers and mentors. We are now located in two states. God’s Word is at work. The future, God willing,
appears to be wide open for Village Schools of the Bible. Our best ministry days are ahead of us.
Currently you, our donors, fund about 80% of the student tuition. Thank you. We could not fulfill the great
commission without you. Our aspirational goals for 2017 include 23 campuses, with new locations in Wisconsin and
South Dakota, and 772 enrollments. Would you prayerfully consider how you can be part of the growth at Village
Schools of the Bible?
I have people ask me all the time why Village Schools of the Bible is growing. The answer is easy. People are hungry
for God’s Word. Churches, pastors and leaders want their people to know God’s unfolding plan of redemption from
cover-to-cover (Genesis to Revelation). Village Schools of the Bible is committed to teaching the whole counsel of
God.
Our 2017 budget will be $439,508. This budget allows us to keep up with the current growth. Please prayerfully
consider making a gift to Village Schools of the Bible. Help us ‘make disciples of all the nations’ (Matthew 28:19).
Thank you for your support. Thank you for your prayers!

Warren
Executive Director of Village Schools of the Bible.
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Our Vision: Cover to Cover I People to People I Nation to Nation
The next four years are important at
Village Schools of the Bible. We seek
to take Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey
to peoples and nations. We believe
the Lord has given Village Schools of
the Bible a role in bringing to our
Word-famished world a comprehensive discipleship of the whole counsel
of God.
Enrollment at Village Schools has multiplied more than 12-fold since 2011.
Therefore, following the leading of the
Holy Spirit, we are considering the following aspirational goals by 2021:


200 churches in the Twin Cities
utilizing Cover-to-Cover Bible Survey






50 additional U.S. cities where
Village Schools of the Bible can
serve the body of Christ
15 international mission partners
using our discipleship tools
1,000 online students encountering God through His Word in our
Online C-to-C Bible Survey class

The Impact of God’s Word
Village Schools of the Bible impacts
people in the following ways:




Increased Biblical literacy
Lives transformed by God’s Word
Leaders inspired, equipped and
empowered to strengthen their
local churches, and serve Christ
and the world.

Your Partnership is Needed
Jesus asked, “For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit
down and count the cost, whether he
has enough to complete it?” (Luke
14:28 ESV)
We have counted the cost of this projected growth at Village Schools of the
Bible. We seek your help, commitment and generosity to reach our goal
of an additional $500,000 over normal
giving over the next five years.
Please prayerfully consider partnering
with us.
Thank you!

Village Schools’ Impact: Moving in a New Direction Starts Here—A Personal VSB Testimony
In 1998, at the insistence of a friend
and to fill in some gaps in my biblical
knowledge, I reluctantly signed up to
take a Village Schools’ Bible Survey
course offered at Shalom Baptist
Church (now Crossroads Church) in
Hutchinson. It was here that I first met
Monty Sholund and came to greatly
appreciate his vast biblical knowledge
and his gentle, encouraging spirit.

the last page to see Monty’s encouraging notes. Even when I had completely missed the point of the text or
teaching, something happened more
often than I care to remember: Monty
would always gently correct and then
draw me toward the next week.

In 2011 the associate pastor position
ended and the NCD position became
full-time. In 2015 I became the Director of Pastoral Care for the NCD, overseeing the spiritual health and wellbeing of 350 pastors in 150 churches in
127 communities across the state. I
am also a licensed pastor with the
In 1999, I finished the Bible Survey
Free Church currently pursuing full
course, patted myself on the back and
ordination.
said, “OK, I have checked the Bible
Education box off my list.” Little did I And all of this started at Village
As some personal background, I gradknow that God had another plan. Less Schools with solid Bible teaching and
uated from college in 1983 and had
than a year later I found myself in the the encouragement of a quiet, godly
not written a serious paper in 15
Registrar’s Office at Crown College
man who faithfully followed the Lord
years, so stepping back into the rouregistering for classes that would be- and encouraged others to do likewise.
tine of reading, study, and writing a
come a Master’s Degree in Ministry
Thank you, Village Schools of the Bible
weekly paper was a stretch, especially
Leadership in 2003. This led, in 2008, for helping me and many others move
with a fulltime job (deputy sheriff), a
to leaving my Law Enforcement career upward and forward to be…
wife and two small kids. Due to the
after 24 years, for a year-long interncourse schedule and my procrastinaIn Humble Service to the King and the
ship with a small church plant as an
tion, I ended up starting in the middle
Kingdom,
associate pastor and with the North
of the Old Testament. The study was
Central District of the Evangelical Free Kelley Johnson
hard and the papers were a challenge,
Church in a ministry of pastoral care. Director
but each week, when the papers were
In 2009, both those became half-time NCD Pastoral Care
returned, I would flip immediately to
ministries.
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Other classes
Bible Overview Classes by Dr. Martin
Old Testament
Sundays |Jan 8–Feb 19 |6:30-8:30 pm
7 weeks | Cost $100
The course highlights the key messages
of each book, shows how the 'Scarlet
Thread of Redemption' threads miraculously through the entire Old Testament,
and highlights where Jesus Christ is anticipated or mentioned in almost every
Old Testament book. It's amazing to
see! This overview provides helpful
overarching context for a deeper study
of God's Word.

New Testament follows in March
Sundays |Mar 12-Apr 30|6:30-8:30 pm

Appearances of Christ in the OT
with Ryan Habbena

Practical Guidelines for Everyday
Faith with Warwick Alcock & others

Tuesdays | Jan 10-Apr 11 | 6:45-8:45 pm
(no class 2/28 or 3/7)
12 weeks | Cost $125

Thursdays | Feb 2-Mar 23 | 6:45-8:45pm
8 weeks | Cost $100

One of the aspects of our Cover-to-Cover
classes that graduates stress as revolutionary is the realization that Jesus Christ
is in the Old Testament in both prophecy
and person. Ryan will tour the Old Testament and survey the many places where
Jesus himself appeared, acted, promised,
judged, and fought in salvation history.
This class will aim to revolutionize your
understanding of the person and work of
Christ in both testaments, as well as
energize your faith in walking with the
mighty Messiah and Lord today.

This discipleship seminar series helps
Christians with personal, practical, faith
applications at home, church and work.
How do we live out our faith like the early
believers in the book of Acts? What are
the very practical everyday things we
should consider as we live out our faith
outside the four walls of the church?
In this workshop series, we consider how
we might join together, mobilize and
build an exciting, expansive, gospelsowing movement.

These classes will take place at the Village Center in Minnetonka
Visit our website to learn more about our Winter & Spring classes.
Register: Online at villageschoolsofthebible.org | Email trish@villageschoolsofthebible.org | Phone 952-540-9460

FALL AT VILLAGE SCHOOLS:

What our students are saying…
2016 annual staff
Retreat
L: Teachers &
Mentors
R: Teaching session

This class has been absolutely essential
for the transformation of my beliefs and
view of the Word. When I started, I
wasn't even sure I believed the Bible was
the Word of God. By the grace of God
and after hours spent in the Word my
belief has been completely transformed.
...Seeing the Scarlet Thread of Redemption and Jesus in the Old and New Testaments was like turning on a light bulb.
Thank you so much for giving me great
reasons to believe in and rely on God’s
Word as a cornerstone of my faith. I will
be recommending this class to many.
(student, Berean class of 2015-16)

L: Valley Church, Des Moines class
with Tom Mason
Above: Warren Coe’s OT class at Wayzata Free Church
L: OT morning class
with David King at
the Village Center
R: Ryan Habbena’s
summer class on
the gospel of John.

Notable Quotes about the Bible
“In all my perplexities and distresses, the Bible
has never failed to give me light and strength.”
Robert E Lee
“The Bible has been the Magna Carta of the
poor and oppressed. The human race is not in
a position to dispense with it.” Thomas Huxley
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Cover-to-Cover ONLINE
A great option if you can’t get to a traditional
class
Since the launch of Cover-to-Cover ONLINE a
year ago 30 students have taken either the Old
or New Testament or both classes.
One OT student commented “Please have the
New Testament available online too, as this is
the only way I can enjoy this wonderful instruction!”
Intimidated by the technology? We can help!
To help those who may feel daunted by the
technology aspects of taking a class online we
are offering two free introductory training sessions at the Village Center:

VSB UPDATE
December 2016
Winter/Spring 2017 Schedule
New Testament Cover-to-Cover Classes
Mondays | Classes start January 9 at 6:45 pm
First Baptist Church, Anoka | Dr. Harvey Martin
Woodridge Church, Medina | Ryan Habbena
Tuesdays | Classes start January 3
Morning class| 9:30 am
Village Center, Minnetonka | David King
Evening classes | 6:45-8:45 pm
Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville | Warren Coe
Grace Church, Eden Prairie | Harvey Martin
Calvary E. Free Church, Rochester | Chris Klein
Valley Church, W. Des Moines |Tom Mason |6:30 pm
Wednesdays| Class starts January 4
Bethel Baptist Church, Mendota Heights
Ryan Habbena | 6:45 pm
Wayzata Free Church, Plymouth | Warren Coe
Old Testament cont. | Jan 4– Feb 8 | 6:30 pm
New Testament class |Mar 8-Apr 26 | 6:30 pm
Note: This class is part of the Wednesdays@Wayzata
schedule.
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ONLINE New Testament Classes start January 10
Cover-to-Cover classes all cost $129 / semester
See inside for other class offerings
Visit our website for full details and to register:
villageschoolsofthebible.org

13815 Ridgedale Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55305
952.540.9460
contact@villageschoolsofthebible.org
villageschoolsofthebible.org
Change Service Requested

Evening Session | Tue, January 3 | 6:45-8:15 pm
Daytime Session | Weds, January 4 | 9:30-11:00 am

Consider enrolling in the Winter/Spring class on
the New Testament, starting January 9.
God’s Word transforms lives!

A Christmas Gift—with meaning!

A traditional NT Cover-to-Cover class; or
An online NT Cover-to-Cover class

This Christmas, consider giving, a friend or
someone in need, a life-changing discipleship
journey through God’s Word!



We’re offering a special Christmas Gift rate of
$50.00 per person (A $129 value). Offer valid
until 12/23/2016.
Interested? Call Trish for a gift certificate.
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