
WEEK 8 
Study/Discussion: Jeremiah 5:20-17:27 
 
Jeremiah Judaism An important prophet and book of the same name in the Hebrew scriptures. 
He was born near Jerusalem and prophesied in the reign of King Josiah until after the arrival of 
the Assyrians in 586 bce and the destruction of the First Temple in Jerusalem. He was 
frequently imprisoned for condemning the priests for their idolatry and hypocrisy. He 
prophesied for over forty years and his utterances were maintained by his scribe, Baruch. 
 
• Prologue (ch. 1) 
• Oracles against Judah and Jerusalem (chs. 2–25) 
• Prose narratives about Jeremiah (chs. 26–29) 
• The Book of Comfort (chs. 30–33) 
• Prose narratives about Jeremiah (chs. 34–45) 
• Oracles against foreign nations (chs. 46–51) 
• Epilogue concerning the fall of Jerusalem (ch. 52) 
 
The book of Jeremiah stands as one of the greatest prophetic compositions handed down from 
ancient Israel, rivaled perhaps only by the Isaiah corpus. Jeremiah is the longest of the three 
“Major Prophets” of the Old Testament (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel). Its focal point is the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 587–86 bc and the deportations of the ruling class of Judah in 597 
bc and 587–86 bc. The book’s major concerns are the illicit worship of other gods by the people 
of Judah, social injustices in Judahite society, the collective guilt of the people of Judah (past 
and present), the futility of trusting in the sanctity of Jerusalem and the temple for protection, 
the sufferings of the prophet, and the future restoration of Israel.1 
 
THIS WEEK: 
 

o 11/7  Jeremiah 18:1-21:14 / Page 242-247 
o 11/8  Jeremiah 22:1-25:14 / Page 247-254 
o 11/9  Jeremiah 26:1-29:32 / Page 254-260 
o 11/10  Jeremiah 30:1-32:44 / Page 260-268 
o 11/11  Jeremiah 33:1-36:32 / Page 268-274 

 

 
1 David P. Melvin, “Jeremiah, Book of,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary 
(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 


