
WEEK 6 
Study/Discussion: Isaiah 48:1-66:24 
 
 
The Book of the Servant 
Isaiah 49–57 
 
The major themes of chapters 40–48 are now laid aside, but one of the secondary themes 
introduced there is developed in chapters 49–57. In the previous unit two servants of Yahweh 
were introduced. The first servant was the nation Israel which was deaf, dumb and disobedient 
to its heavenly calling. The second was an individual who walked in perfect harmony with 
Yahweh, and who would bring God’s justice to the Gentiles (42:1–9). This same individual 
appears in four other poems in the book, three of which are located in chapters 49–57. The 
classic explanation of the servant concept in Isaiah was formulated by Delitzsch. He suggested 
that the concept of the servant could be symbolized by a pyramid. “The base was Israel as a 
whole; the central section was that Israel, which was not merely Israel according to the flesh, 
but according to the spirit also; the apex is the person of the Mediator of salvation springing 
out of Israel.” 
 
 
The Book of Future Glory 
Isaiah 58–66 
 
Three enneads (nine-chapter units) comprise the last twenty-seven chapters of Isaiah. The first 
and second enneads concluded with the divine declaration that “there is no peace for the 
wicked” (48:22; 57:21). The major themes of these eighteen chapters have been (1) the 
captivity to come, (2) the return of a remnant, (3) the work of the Servant, and (4) the glory of 
Zion. Though a new unit clearly begins in chapter 58, a close relationship exists between 
chapters 58–59 and the previous chapter. The sins which are condemned here are those which 
were prevalent in Isaiah’s day, the eighth century B.C. These chapters serve to remind his 
listeners of the reasons for the recent humiliating invasion by Sennacherib (chap. 37) and the 
prophetic threat of Babylonian exile (chap. 39). After describing the present gloom, Isaiah soars 
again into the heights of prophetic expectation regarding the glorious plans which God had for 
his people on the other side of captivity.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 James E. Smith, The Major Prophets, Old Testament Survey Series (Joplin, MO: College Press, 1992), 141,157. 
 



THIS WEEK: 
 

o 10/24  Zephaniah 1:1-3:20 / Page 177-184 
o 10/25  Nahum 1:1-3:19 / Page 185-191 
o 10/26  Habakkuk 1:1-3:19 / Page 193-200 
o 10/27  Jeremiah 1:1-2:37 / Page 201-208 
o 10/28  Jeremiah 3:1-5:19 / Page 209-215 

 


