
WEEK 2 
Hosea 3:1-14:9; Micah 1:1-7:20 
 
Hosea 
 
The significant feature is that he ministered during the latter half of the eighth century. This 
period was the most turbulent and trying time in the history of Israel prior to the captivity. 
 
Hosea depicts Israel’s unfaithfulness with a number of images from family and nature. Israel is 
like: a promiscuous wife, an indifferent mother, an illegitimate child, an ungrateful son, a 
stubborn heifer, a silly dove, a luxuriant vine, and grapes in the wilderness. Yet Israel’s 
unfaithfulness and obstinacy are not enough to exhaust God’s redeeming love that outstrips 
the human capacity to comprehend.1 
 
The book of Hosea is about judgment and hope. Each of the three major sections of the book 
begins with the threat of divine judgment of Israel and ends with the promise of divine 
restoration: 
 

(1) the story of Hosea’s marriage illustrates the sins of Israel and the consequent 
judgment, 1:2–2:13, while the account of the reconciliation of Hosea and his wife in 
response to Yahweh’s promise to restore Israel, his own bride, exemplifies the hope 
that Yahweh, as loving husband, offers beyond the judgment, 2:14–3:5; 

 
(2) the oracles of judgment—sparked by corrupt worship, savage politics and foolish 

foreign alliances—spell Israel’s doom, 4:1–10:15, while the divine complaint raised 
by Yahweh, as the offended parent of a delinquent child, culminates in an offer of 
forgiveness and a call to return, 11:1–11; 

 
(3) the closing speeches of judgment continue to sound the alarm for Israel’s fate, as 

they depict God’s wrath in virtually unparalleled terms of ferocity, 12:1–13:16, while 
the prophecy reaches its climax in a love-song in which God’s husbandly love 
triumphs over all of Israel’s unfaithfulness, 14:1–9.2 

 
Hosea ministered in the Northern Kingdom from about 760 to 720 B.C. Israel was enjoying great 
prosperity, but Hosea could see that the nation was rotten to the core; for honest government, 
pure religion, godly homes, and personal integrity had vanished from the land. Judgment was 
inevitable. Hosea faithfully preached the Word, but the nation refused to repent and was finally 
swallowed up by Assyria.3 

 
1 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 1619. 
2 David A. Hubbard, Hosea: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 24, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries 
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1989), 57. 
3 Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Amazed, “Be” Commentary Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 9. 



Micah 
 

Micah’s hometown of Moresheth-gath (1:1, 14) in the lowlands of Judah was about twenty-five 
miles southwest of Jerusalem. The fact that his hometown is mentioned probably means that 
Micah ministered elsewhere, including Jerusalem, and since no genealogy is given we can 
probably assume that his family was not prominent. Though from the country, Micah was no 
bumpkin. He was a skilled orator, a master of metaphors with a genius for wordplay and blunt, 
vivid imagery. Few prophets saw the future more clearly. Micah prophesied the fall of Samaria 
(1:5–9), Jerusalem’s destruction (1:1–16; 3:12), the Babylonian captivity and return from exile 
(4:6–10), as well as the birth of God’s future Davidic ruler in Bethlehem (5:2). 

 
Micah’s ministry probably began late in Jotham’s reign and ended early in Hezekiah’s, dating 
between 730 and 690 BC. His reference to the future judgment of Samaria (1:6) shows that his 
ministry began some time before 722 BC. As such, Micah’s ministry overlapped Isaiah’s. The 
elders in Jeremiah’s day remembered Micah’s prophecy as having spurred Hezekiah’s religious 
reform (Jr 26:17–19).4 
 
Five major features characterize the book of Micah.  
 

(1) It holds up the cause of the humble and helpless who are taken advantage of and 
mistreated by the rich and proud. This is similar to James’ message in the NT (cf. 6:6–8 
and Jas 1:27). In the challenge that Micah presents in ch. 6, the prophet gives the 
highest requirement possible for the people of God in reference to their conduct: “to 
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” (6:8). That statement 
basically summarizes what God expects of his followers.  
(2) Some of Micah’s language is rough and direct; other times, it is eloquent and poetic, 
using many figures of speech and wordplays (as in 1:10–15).  
(3) Like the prophet Isaiah (cf. Isa 48:16; 59:21), Micah expresses a strong awareness of 
God’s call and God’s prophetic anointing (i.e., commissioning, empowering) by the Holy 
Spirit: “I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to 
declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin” (3:8).  
(4) The book contains one of the greatest and most complete descriptions in the Bible 

of God’s mercy and forgiveness (7:18–20). 
(5) It has three important prophecies that are quoted in other parts of the Bible: one 

that saved Jeremiah’s life (3:12; Jer 26:18), one about the Messiah’s (i.e., Christ’s) 
birthplace (5:2; Mt 2:5–6) and one used by Jesus himself as he taught on the cost of 
discipleship (7:6; Mt 10:35–36).5 

 
 

 
4 Kevin Peacock, “Micah,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax (Nashville, TN: Holman 
Bible Publishers, 2017), 1408. 
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