
WEEK 1 
Amos 1:1-7:15; Hosea 1:1-2:23 
 
A prophet was not merely someone who foretold the future; he (or occasionally she) was 
someone who spoke the word of the Lord. The burden of the message was always to bring the 
people back to the law which God had given to Moses on Mount Sinai. God had made a 
covenant (agreement) at that time with the people. He told them that ‘if you obey me fully and 
keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession’ (Exod. 19:5). 
This means that all true prophets were required to speak the message of the Lord; they were 
not just to pass on their own thoughts.1 
 
 
Introduction to Amos 
 
Author: Amos 
Date: 760–750 b.c. 
Theme: The Judgment of God Is About to Fall on Israel 
Key Words: Judgment, Righteousness, Justice2 
 
Amos was an 8th-century B.C. prophet who lived during the same period as Isaiah and Micah (in 
the southern kingdom of Judah) and Jonah and Hosea (in the northern kingdom of Israel). The 
name Amos means “burdened” or “burden bearer,” reflecting the great burden of responsibility 
in confronting Israel’s sin and injustice and pronouncing judgment for the nation’s rebellion 
against God and his standards.3 
 
Amos stresses that righteousness and justice are essential to a healthy society. Religion is more 
than observing feast days and holding sacred assemblies; true religion demands righteous 
living.4 
 
Introduction to Hosea 
 
Author: Hosea 
Date: About 750 b.c. 
Theme: Return to God 
Key Words: Sin, Judgment, Love5 
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Hosea has been called the “death-bed prophet of Israel” because he was the last to prophesy 
before the northern kingdom fell to Assyria (about 722 B.C.). His ministry followed a golden age 
in the northern kingdom, with a peace and prosperity not seen since the days of Solomon. 
Unfortunately, with this prosperity came moral decay, and Israel forsook God to worship idols. 
So God instructed Hosea to marry a “wife of whoredom” (1:2), whose unfaithfulness to her 
husband would serve as an example of Israel’s unfaithfulness to God. Hosea then explained 
God’s complaint against Israel and warned of the punishment that would come unless the 
people returned to the Lord and remained faithful to him. The book shows the depth of God’s 
love for his people, a love that tolerates no rivals.6 
 
But the unique thing about his message is that he had to live it himself before he could preach 
it to the people. The prophet had to experience deep agony in his own marriage because of the 
sins of his wife, but all of this was a divinely sent object lesson to him and his people.7 
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