
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the young church continued to grow, adversity grew as well.  
Whether through internal compromise or external opposition, the 
church faced significant challenges. 
 
Deception 
 

• Full of the Spirit, the church demonstrated abundant 
generosity. 

• Evidence of Spirit-empowerment is not just speaking in 
tongues or demonstrative worship.  Evidence also includes 
compassion, kindness, and willingness to meet the needs 
of others. 

• Even within the church, there are threats to righteous 
living.  Pride, applause, deception, and compromise are 
sins that can disable the church from fulfilling its purpose. 

 
 
Holy Spirit Empowered Ministry 
 

• Holy Spirit empowered ministry brings growth(Acts 5:12-
14). 

• Holy Spirit empowered ministry extends outreach (Acts 
5:15-16). 

• Acts 5:12–16 (NLT) 12 The apostles were performing many 
miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all 
the believers were meeting regularly at the Temple in the 
area known as Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 But no one else 
dared to join them, even though all the people had high 
regard for them. 14 Yet more and more people believed 
and were brought to the Lord—crowds of both men and 
women. 15 As a result of the apostles’ work, sick people 
were brought out into the streets on beds and mats so 
that Peter’s shadow might fall across some of them as he 
went by. 16 Crowds came from the villages around 
Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those possessed by evil 
spirits, and they were all healed.  
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Persecution and Rejoicing 
 

• Faithful witness brings trouble. 
• Acts 5:17–21 (NLT) 7 The high priest and his officials, who 

were Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They 
arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 19 
But an angel of the Lord came at night, opened the gates 
of the jail, and brought them out. Then he told them, 20 
“Go to the Temple and give the people this message of 
life!” 21 So at daybreak the apostles entered the Temple, 
as they were told, and immediately began teaching. 
When the high priest and his officials arrived, they 
convened the high council—the full assembly of the 
elders of Israel. Then they sent for the apostles to be 
brought from the jail for trial.  

• Faithful witnesses despite troubles.  
• See Acts 5:29-42 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action Steps 
• Encourage others, including church leaders to fulfill the Great Commission. 
• Pray for the persecuted church throughout the world. 
• Pray for courage to maintain your faith and commitment to the Great Commission, 

even when opposition grows. 


