
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The focus of today’s lesson explores spiritual dynamics that lead 
to the growth of the Church and individual believers. 
 
Gladly Receiving the Word 
 

• As a result of Peter’s bold preaching, about three thousand 
people were added to the church. 

• Spirit-anointed proclamation of the good news that God 
desires to work in the lives of all people is still needed 
today.   

• The Spirit can work powerfully through believers to testify 
of Jesus. 

? See Joel 2:28-29.  What is significant about the prophetic 
message of Joel? 
 

• Peter’s preaching pointed the people to the hope found in 
Jesus Christ. 

• Repentance and becoming a follower of Jesus is the way to 
receive forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life. 

 
? What hinders people from gladly receiving the gospel? 
 
Christian Fellowship and Ministry 
 

• One of the dynamics that helped the Early Church grow 
was that the believers did life together. 

• Christian fellowship involves spending time together to 
grow closer to the Lord and to other believers. 

• Acts 2:42 identifies four elements necessary for growth: 
à Believers need to learn God’s Word together. 
à Believers need to encourage one another. 
à Believers need to worship together. 
à Believers need to pray together. 
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Acts 2:14–18 (NLT)  
14 Then Peter stepped 
forward with the eleven 
other apostles and shouted 
to the crowd, “Listen 
carefully, all of you, fellow 
Jews and residents of 
Jerusalem! Make no mistake 
about this. 15 These people 
are not drunk, as some of you 
are assuming. Nine o’clock in 
the morning is much too early 
for that. 16 No, what you see 
was predicted long ago by the 
prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last 
days,’ God says, ‘I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all people. 
Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy. Your young men 
will see visions, and your old 
men will dream dreams. 18 In 
those days I will pour out my 
Spirit even on my servants—
men and women alike— and 
they will prophesy.  

Acts 2:42 (NLT)  
42 All the believers devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, and to fellowship, 
and to sharing in meals 
(including the Lord’s Supper), 
and to prayer.  
 



 
 
? What steps can individual believers take to do life together 
with other believers? 
 

• The early disciples were sensitive to the direction of the 
Holy Spirit. 

• They were willing to step out in faith and be used in 
meeting the needs of people. 

 
? What can believers do to see the Spirit work more miracles 
through them? 
 
? How can miracles open the door for the message of the 
gospel? 
 
The Word, the Spirit, the Multitude 
 

• The religious leaders in Jerusalem commanded the 
apostles not to speak anymore in the name of Jesus. 

• Peter and John rejected this command, declaring they 
must obey God’s authority above human authority. 

• In a time when resistance to and rejection of the gospel is 
increasing, believers can find assurance that the same 
Spirit who anointed the apostles empowers believers 
today to testify as witnesses of Jesus. 

 
? How does the Holy Spirit help the believer to effectively share 
the good news of Jesus to the lost? 
 

• Problems either tear people apart or draw them together.   
• In many ways, how Christians face opposition reflects the 

health of their relationship with God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action Steps 
• Ask the Lord for a fresh hunger for His Word.  Invest time in both reading and 

studying the Bible, trusting the Lord to transform you through it. 
• Get involved in a small group to help you grow and a ministry group to help you 

serve. 
• Seek God for a fresh infilling of His Spirit. 


