
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The focus of today’s lesson is a reminder that the Holy Spirit’s 
presence and power is the means needed to fulfill the mission of 
taking the gospel throughout the world. 
 
Commanded to Wait 
 
The Spirit’s power is the Promise of the Father. 

• After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to His followers on 
several occasions. 

• Jesus reminded them of what He had taught them—His 
suffering, death, and resurrection—which provided 
forgiveness of sins. 

• His disciples were to be witnesses of Jesus to the world. 
• But first, they needed to receive the power of the Holy 

Spirit, the gift the Father had promised to them. 
 
? Why do Christians need the Spirit’s presence and power in 
their lives? 
 
The Spirit’s power is needed. 

• Boldness and divine strategy are needed to effectively 
communicate the gospel in the world. 

• At first, the disciples seemed to be more concerned about 
the restoration of Israel. 

 
? How should knowing these are the last days affect how 
Christians respond to the mission of taking the gospel to the 
ends of the earth? 
 
Worshiping and Waiting 
 
Jesus blessed His disciples. 

• Jesus ascended to heaven. 
• The disciples responded in worship and praise. 
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Luke 24:44–49 (NLT)  
44 Then he said, “When I was 
with you before, I told you 
that everything written about 
me in the law of Moses and 
the prophets and in the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 
Then he opened their minds 
to understand the Scriptures. 
46 And he said, “Yes, it was 
written long ago that the 
Messiah would suffer and die 
and rise from the dead on the 
third day. 47 It was also 
written that this message 
would be proclaimed in the 
authority of his name to all 
the nations, beginning in 
Jerusalem: ‘There is 
forgiveness of sins for all who 
repent.’ 48 You are witnesses 
of all these things. 49 “And 
now I will send the Holy 
Spirit, just as my Father 
promised. But stay here in 
the city until the Holy Spirit 
comes and fills you with 
power from heaven.”  
 

Luke 24:50–53 (NLT)  
50 Then Jesus led them to 
Bethany, and lifting his hands 
to heaven, he blessed them. 
51 While he was blessing 
them, he left them and was 
taken up to heaven. 52 So 
they worshiped him and then 
returned to Jerusalem filled 
with great joy. 53 And they 
spent all of their time in the 
Temple, praising God.  
 



 
? Why is the Ascension an essential part of the gospel? 
 
The disciples needed to wait. 

• The disciples needed to wait for the promise of the Father. 
• The disciples needed to wait as an act of obedience and 

faith in Jesus. 
• In the time of waiting, the disciples united in prayer. 

 
? Should waiting on the Lord be considered an active or passive 
endeavor? 
 
? What should be the attitude of believers as they wait for the 
promised return of Christ? 
 
Obeying and Receiving 
 
The disciples were obedient, waiting in Jerusalem to be baptized 
in the Holy Spirit. 
 
? Why is obedience necessary to fulfill one’s calling from the 
Lord? 
 
 
? How can believers stay full of the Holy Spirit? 
 
 
 
? What things might be helpful to a believer seeking to receive 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 5:32 (NLT)  
32 We are witnesses of 
these things and so is the 
Holy Spirit, who is given by 
God to those who obey 
him.”  
 
Acts 1:14 (NLT)  
14 They all met together and 
were constantly united in 
prayer, along with Mary the 
mother of Jesus, several 
other women, and the 
brothers of Jesus.  

Acts 2:1–4 (NLT)  
1 On the day of Pentecost 
all the believers were 
meeting together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly, there 
was a sound from heaven 
like the roaring of a mighty 
windstorm, and it filled the 
house where they were 
sitting. 3 Then, what 
looked like flames or 
tongues of fire appeared 
and settled on each of 
them. 4 And everyone 
present was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began 
speaking in other 
languages, as the Holy 
Spirit gave them this 
ability.  
 

Action Steps 
• If you have not received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, ask the Father for this 

promised gift (Luke 11:13). 
• Develop a greater awareness of the Spirit’s leading in your life.  Ask God to help 

you better hear the Spirit’s voice. 
• Consider what you can do the help others seek the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 


