
Kingdoms – an Introduction 
 

The “Historical Books” of the OT, which 
come after the Pentateuch, tell the 
story of (1) Israel’s entry into the 
Promised Land of Canaan under Joshua; 
(2) Israel’s life in the land under the 
judges and the transition to kingship; 
(3) the division of the nation into two 
rival kingdoms (Israel and Judah) and 
life in both; and (4) the downfall and 
exile of each kingdom.  These books 
span close to 1,000 years of history, so 
it is not surprising that their story 
includes many ups and downs, twists 
and turns. Yet, through it all, the God 
who is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever remains the focal point of all of 
these books.1 
 
What is covered in this series? 
• Joshua 
• Judges 
• Ruth 
• 1 Samuel 
• 2 Samuel 
• 1 Kings 
• 2 Kings 
 

Joshua 
The five books of Moses anticipated the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham regarding the 
Promised Land. Now (either about 1400 or 1220 B.C.), through a string of military victories 
under Joshua, Israel conquered the land and divided it among the twelve tribes. In these battles 
it became evident that God fights for his people when they are “strong and courageous” (1:6, 7, 
9, 18; 10:25) and put their full trust in him. At the close of the book, Joshua charged the people 
to remain faithful to God and to obey his commands, and the people agreed to do so. “As for 
me and my house,” said Joshua, “we will serve the LORD” (24:15). Although anonymous, the 
book appears to contain eyewitness testimony, some of which may have been written by 
Joshua himself.2 

 
1 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 385. 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Jos. 



Joshua 1:1 – 10:43 
 
5-Day Reading Plan 

o (A9 – 2) 
o Joshua 1:1 – 3:17 (3 – 6) 
o Joshua 4:1 – 6:27 (6 – 10) 
o Joshua 7:1 – 8:29 (10 – 13) 
o Joshua 8:30 – 10:43 (13 – 17) 

 
Outline (Joshua 1:1 – 10:43) 

 I. Crossing into the Land (1:1–5:15) 
 A. Joshua’s charge (1:1–18) 
 B. Joshua, the spies, and Rahab (2:1–24) 
 C. Crossing the Jordan (3:1–4:24) 
 D. Ritual renewal and divine encounter (5:1–15) 

 II. Taking the Land (6:1–12:24) 
 A. Jericho’s fall: firstfruits of war (6:1–27) 
 B. Israel’s failure: Achan’s sin; corporate guilt (7:1–26) 
 C. Israel’s renewal: Ai’s defeat (8:1–35) 
 D. Israel’s Canaanite covenant: the Gibeonite ruse (9:1–27) 
 E. Defense of Gibeon, conquest of the south (10:1–43)3 
 
Questions to think about: 
 
How did God encourage Joshua as he became the leader over Israel? 
 
What did you learn about God and His interactions with people? 
 
Why do you think one person’s sin can affect the whole nation? 
 
What was Israel’s mistake in making a covenant with the Gibeonites? 
 
What stood out to you this week? 
 
Was there anything confusing or troubling? 
 
Did anything make you think differently about God? 
 
How might this change the way we live? 
 

 
3 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 393. 


