Mulberry Street United Methodist Church
Macon, Georgia

The Church at Worship
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 2, 2018
Eleven O’clock
As you enter this holy space and begin to make the transition from
“getting here” to “being here,” you are encouraged to use these moments
to become aware of the quiet places within so that you are ready to worship God.
Please silence your cell phones.
Come, let us worship God.

Entrance and Praise
Greeting in the Name of Christ

Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us worship God.
Solo

“The Lord Is My Light”

Frances Allitsen

The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom, then shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life – of whom then, shall I be afraid?
Though an host of men were laid against me, yet shall not my heart be
afraid; and though there rose up war against me, yet will I put my trust
in Him. For, in the time of trouble, He shall hide me in His tabernacle.
Yea, in the secret places of His dwelling shall He hide me, and set me
upon a rock of stone.
based on Psalm 27:1-5

Call to Worship

Mickey Pope

Let us worship God, our light and our salvation.
The Lord is the stronghold of our lives.
We desire to live in God’s house
and seek God in his temple.
We have come with shouts of joy,
to sing and make music to the Lord.
Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.
Teach us your ways and make straight our paths
in this hour of worship and always.
based on Psalm 27 and John 4:23

* Entrance Hymn No. 577
“God of Grace and God of Glory”

CWM RHONDDA

* Opening Prayer

Rev. Jeff Cook

God of grace,
you have given us minds to know you,
hearts to love you, and voices to sing your praise.
Fill us with your Spirit,
that we may celebrate your glory
and worship you in spirit and in truth
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
* Congregational Response

Please remain standing and join the choir singing:

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.

Children age 5K and under are invited
to leave for children’s church after
the Congregational Response.

Proclamation and Response
Congregational Prayer for Illumination
Please remain seated and sing.

Hymn No. 393
“Spirit of the Living God”

LIVING GOD

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Epistle Lesson
James 1:17-27

Mickey Pope

* Gospel Lesson
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
Homily
“Life from the Heart”

Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery

Thanksgiving and Communion
* Hymn
“Let Us Break Bread Together”

LET US BREAK BREAD
The soloist will sing the first phrase,
and then the congregation is invited to join:

Soloist: Let us break bread together on our knees
(on our knees.)
All: Let us break bread together on our knees
(on our knees.)
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
The soloist will begin each stanza.

Invitation to the Table

Rev. Jeff Cook

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin
and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin
before God and one another.
Confession and Pardon

Rev. Jeff Cook

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not loved you
with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will,
we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
All pray in silence.
Hear the good news:
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God’s love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God! Amen.
The Peace

Rev. Jeff Cook

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Offering of our Gifts
“Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether”
Draw us in the Spirit’s tether;
For when humbly, in thy name,
Two or three are met together,
Thou art in the midst of them:
Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!
Touch we now thy garment’s hem.
As the brethren used to gather
In the name of Christ to sup,
Then with thanks to God the Father
Break the bread and bless the cup,
Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!
So knit thou our friendship up.
All our meals and all our living
Make as sacraments of thee,
That by caring, helping, giving,
We may true disciples be.
Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!
We will serve thee faithfully.

Harold Friedell

* The Great Thanksgiving

Hymnal Pages 13-14

The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Sung Communion A (pages 17-18)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Amen. Amen. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking the Bread
Giving the Bread and Cup
“He’s God the Whole World in His Hand” arr. Margaret Bonds
Prayer after Communion

Rev. Jeff Cook

Let us pray.
Eternal God,
we give you thanks for this holy mystery
in which you have given yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world
in the strength of your Spirit,
to give ourselves for others,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending Forth
Invitation to Christian Discipleship
* Hymn of Discipleship No. 140
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
* Benediction

FAITHFULNESS

Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery

* Congregational Response

Please join the choir singing:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.
The hosts of God in unity combine.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.
This response is Hymn 159.

Closing Voluntary
“Lift High the Cross”

Charles Callahan

* Please rise in body or spirit.
Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in word or
song are noted in bold type.
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Gluten Free Communion
Today we begin offering only gluten-free bread for communion. Our
United Methodist practice of the open communion table can be a point
of pride, but we unintentionally may be excluding those among us who
are gluten intolerant. Often those affected by this condition, about 1 in
100 of us, quietly remain absent on Communion Sundays or stay seated,
rather than to call attention to themselves or "be a bother". Our faithful
team of bakers will be using a gluten-free recipe specially developed to
reflect the flavor and texture of the communion bread to which
Mulberry is accustomed. If you detect any difference, please consider it
an act of grace, in the knowledge that "Since there is one loaf of bread,
we who are many are one body, because we all share the one loaf of
bread." I Corinthians 10:17

Welcome to Mulberry
Thank you for worshiping with us today! We are grateful for your presence
and invite you to participate in Mulberry’s worship and our opportunities
for growing through education, fellowship, and mission. We hope you find
our congregation to be a warm and caring community.
Please sign the Attendance Register as it is passed.
Nursery Care is provided for children younger than age 4. Please ask an
usher for directions to the Nursery.
To keep up with Mulberry Street UMC’s events, services, and more, we
invite you to visit us at www.mulberrymethodist.org and find us on
Facebook.
Please speak to one of the pastors if you are interested in knowing more
about membership at Mulberry Street United Methodist Church.
Our 11:00 am worship service is broadcast live over radio station
AM 940 WMAC. You can download the Sunday bulletin at
https://mulberrymethoidst.org/media.

Today’s Scripture
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
1Now

when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from
Jerusalem gathered around him, 2 they noticed that some of his disciples
were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3 (For the
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their
hands,[a] thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4 and they do not eat
anything from the market unless they wash it;[b] and there are also many
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze
kettles.[c]) 5 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your
disciples not live[d] according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with
defiled hands?” 6 He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you
hypocrites, as it is written,
‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
7 in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
8 You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
14 Then

he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you,
and understand: 15 there is nothing outside a person that by going in can
defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” [a]
21 For

it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23 All these evil things come from
within, and they defile a person.”

