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HONORING OTHERS
Memorial Day is upon us. Hard to believe, I know. Time moves so fast these days. This national
holiday marks the beginning of a new season for many. School is finally out and families head for
the beach, lake or mountains. Backyard barbecues are enjoyed.
When I think of Memorial Day, I naturally think of all those men and women who have given
their lives for us. The old adage, “Freedom isn’t free” comes to mind. It is very costly, and not to
be taken lightly.
My father served in WWII in the Pacific Theater. He was in the army and part of the forces
preparing to invade Japan. He was told that 1/3rd of them would not survive the landing. I
imagine that was a conservative estimate. While he didn’t talk much about that time, I suppose
my dad was prepared to die for his country.
Fortunately, Japan surrendered and the invasion was averted. Dad went in as part of the
Occupation Forces and spent 11 months in Japan. One treasure we have is a handwritten letter he
sent to his pastor at the Methodist Church in Dudley, Georgia. In this letter, Dad describes the
Easter church service he attended in Japan, even mentioning the Easter hymns they sang. He must
have wondered why he was spared when so many others paid the ultimate price for our freedom.
It’s biblical, isn’t it? Giving up one’s life for others. Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this:
to lay down one's life for one's friends.” John 15:13 This Memorial Day we honor others who did
just that.
Hope you’ll join us in worship this Sunday as we remember and celebrate Memorial Day
together!

Sunday Worship
May 28, 2017
9:00 am Chapel
10:00 am NewRoom/Library Ballroom
11:00 am Sanctuary

“Do Something”
Acts 1:6-14
Rev. Jimmy Towson

Thank you, dear friends, for the many expressions of
love and gratitude that you have given to me over
the past few weeks and months. The festivities
began with the amazing retirement dinner party
which was attended by so many of you. I have also
received beautiful cards, letters, notes, e-mails, texts,
Facebook postings, and gifts. All have been special
and I am most appreciative of each and every one.

Rev. Bill Culpepper, Associate Pastor for Youth Ministries

Anchored
Sundays – 5:00 pm
Wednesdays
Youth Fellowship – 6:15 pm

In the words of Charles Wesley, I have been, on
countless Sunday mornings, completely "lost in
wonder, love and praise" as we worshiped together.
To be in Mulberry’s sacred, holy space with each of
you and to hear you sing your faith with such
conviction and strength has filled my heart with joy.

Assisting with Worship
Nine O’clock Ushers
Warren Dunn & Scott Wangen

Eleven O’clock Ushers
Charlie Bridges, Austin Carter,
Jason Hawkins, Baxter James, David
Mann, Don Ream, Brett Toles, Bob Veto &
Jim Wilson

Children’s Church
Lindsey Culpepper (2K/3K)
Tom & Elizabeth Fonner (4K/5K)

It has been a tremendous privilege and a very high
honor to serve as your Director of Music and
Organist. Mulberry is such a great church! It has for
long years been a beacon in this community for
those who make the choice to worship through
strong tradition, powerful liturgy and enriching
hymnody. It is not the only way to worship in the
21st century, but for many of us who gather in the
chapel or sanctuary, it is the way that we've found
that best allows us to express our adoration and
devotion to God and to hear God speaking to us. I'm
grateful for this legacy that preceded me long years
before I arrived and that will, through God's
abundant grace and blessing, continue long after I'm
gone.
Mulberry has been home to our Bishop family since
1982. You have loved us and cared for us through all
of these years. You have also given us the joy of
knowing and loving you, of sharing in your
celebrations, rejoicing with you over new babies and
baptisms and weeping with you for those whom we
have loved and lost. It has been a lifetime of holy
and cherished moments.

The flowers in the chapel are given
to the glory of God and in honor of the
2017 Quiet Disciples:
Harold and Freeda Chapman
and Sam and Barbara Henley
by the Flower Guild.
The flowers in the sanctuary are given
to the glory of God and “Love for the
sheer joy of loving” in memory of
Bill Hurdle by his wife Betty S. Hurdle,
Harriett Wade, Caroline Calvert,
Bill Hurdle, Jr. and John Lough Hurdle.

A few weeks ago I sat in the balcony and listened to
a choral group as they sang the Appalachian folk
song ‘Simple Gifts.’ “Tis the gift to be simple, tis the
gift to be free, tis the gift to come round where you
ought to be." It was the next line, however, that
actually caught my attention. "And when you find
yourself in the place just right, twill be in the valley
of love and delight.”
Mulberry has been that valley of love and delight for
me and I will forever be grateful to God for the
honor, the privilege and most especially the
tremendous joy of being with you in this “place just
right.” Thanks be to God!
With love and gratitude,
Cam Bishop

Monday, May 28, 2017
Church Office Closed

’Tis a good feeling when leaving an appointment
to be able to think that Caroline and I (and
Veronica and Delia) made everybody happy.
Some of you were made happy when we arrived.
Some of you were happy in our time together, and
some of you are happy to see us go.
Nevertheless, in the end, everyone was made
happy in the times of our coming and going.
Happiness is good.
We believe that our seven years at the mother
church of Georgia Methodism attempted to live
into the wisdom of the Reverend Dr. Bill Hurdle, in
that we tried to “love for the sheer joy of loving.”
We had some really wonderful times and words
cannot express how many of you have taken hold
of our hearts and blessed our socks off. The four
of us will miss you very much.
Now we commute to Perry from Macon, leaving to
minister among the good folks at Perry UMC. As
we do, we are thankful that the older adults will be
blessed by the shepherding of the Reverend Jeff
Cook. We know that you will greet Jeff, his wife
Sandra, and his precious little girls with the
outstanding love, hospitality, and open arms by
which you greeted us.
"Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian
love; the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that
above...When we asunder part, it gives us inward
pain; but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope
to meet again."--John Fawcett
God be with you till we meet again.

th

4 of July Celebration Dinner
th
Sunday, June 25

Attendance Last Week
Nine O’clock Worship
NewRoom Worship
Eleven O’clock Worship
Total Worship Attendance

28
52
296
376

Sunday School

121

Tommy, Caroline, Veronica, and Delia Perkins

immediately following 11:00 am service
Fellowship Hall
Menu:
Bar-B-Cue Stew Slaw

Chips

No reservations needed.
Donations Welcome!

Dole Donovan
May 15, 2017

Pam Johnston, Director of Children & Family Ministries

Mulberry Community Garden

Volunteer Gardeners
Mondays & Thursdays in the Garden – 8:00-11:00 am
Thursdays in the Garden – 1:30-3:30 pm
Questions? Call Jack Head 719-7455

June 19-23
8:45-12 Noon
Come meet Flame and have a blast at
Hero Central!
Go online to register!
Your kids will encounter God’s heroes and learn how they
embody qualities that make us shine like Him!! Through
drama, music, crafts, snacks, science lab, recreation and a
morning assembly time, we will introduce your kids to 5 Bible
stories that will link the Old and New Testaments to our lives
today. They will begin each morning in our courtyard, proceed
inside to a morning praise time, and have a blast all day long.
Below is a list of important information for you to remember.
Want to volunteer? Let Pam know!

There is a bucket in the atrium to receive donations
for Daybreak.
Supplies Needed:
Coffee
Creamer
Sugar
Wipes (like Lysol or other disinfectant)
Bar soap
Belts – All sizes
Body wash
Spray cleaner (Lysol)

Budget Report 2017

Part-Time Nursery Coordinator
Mulberry Street UMC seeks to hire a part-time supervisor over
our church nursery staff. Hours vary, and require most Sundays.
Duties include scheduling and overseeing nursery staff, making
families and infants/toddlers feel welcome at the church, and
maintaining safe and inviting nursery areas. Childcare and
supervisory experience preferred. Please submit resume to
pjohnston@mulberrymethodist.org

Gifts and
Month
Other Revenue
Jan
68,829
Feb
72,512
Mar
86,407
Total YTD
227,748

Endowment
Revenue
32,043
19,516
37,723
89,282

Expense
121,616
109,744
133,327
364,717

Net
(20,744)
(17,746)
(9,197)
(47,687)

Memorial Fund
In memory of Cubbedge Snow, Jr. by Mr. & Mrs. Buddy Key

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of Jason Borage by Mr. & Mrs. Ken Smith

Catherine Cater Thompson and Kyle O’Donnell Starling
were united in Holy Matrimony on May 20, 2017
at Mulberry Street UMC.
Rev. Jimmy Towson officiated.
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Mulberry Street United Methodist Church
719 Mulberry Street, Macon, GA 31201
P.O. Box 149, Macon, GA 31202
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NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED WEEKLY
Our 11 a.m. service is broadcast live
over Radio Station AM 940 WMAC.

Rev. Jimmy Towson (538-9067)
Rev. Bill Culpepper (803-673-7860)

This Week at Mulberry
Sunday, May 28
9:00 am Worship/Chapel
9:30 Blue Room Kids
9:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am NewRoom Worship/Library Ballroom
11:00 am Worship/Sanctuary
Monday, May 29
Memorial Day – Church Office Closed




Reception for Jeff & Sandra Cook
Sunday, June 18, 2017
immediately following the 11 am worship service
in the Fellowship Hall.

Tuesday, May 30
8:30 Prayer Group/Prayer Rm
9:30 am Staff Meeting/Conf Rm
12:00 pm Kiwanis/F-Hall
Wednesday, May 31
9:15 am CCM Chapel
10:30 am M/O Worship/Chapel

Thursday, June 1
9:30 am Circle of Friends Sewing Group/Rm 232
Sunday, June 4
9:00 am Worship/Chapel
9:30 Blue Room Kids
9:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am NewRoom Worship/Library Ballroom
11:00 am Worship/Sanctuary

Summer Schedule
Tuesday Mornings
Gather at 6:15 am at Starbucks (4640 Forsyth Road)
Questions? Contact Clare Rauls at 731-6813
Sunday Mornings
10:00 am
3rd Floor at Mulberry Street UMC
*Childcare/Sunday School provided*
Questions? Contact Heidi Ream at 542-2895
2nd Sunday Salad Suppers
June 11 July 9 August 13
Bring a salad to share
6:15 pm
Molly Walker’s Pool House (4336 Old Club Road)
Questions? Contact Molly Walker at 731-7175

South Georgia
Annual Conference
June 4-7, 2017
Jekyll Island
Clergy members
of Annual Conference
Jimmy Towson,
Tommy Perkins
& Bill Culpepper
Lay Members
to Annual Conference
Andy & Louise Watson
& Russ Barber

Mulberry Street UMC Staff
Jimmy Towson, Senior Pastor
Bill Culpepper, Associate Pastor for Youth Ministries
Trevor Ward & Tyler Giles, Worship Leaders
Bruce Bishop, Church Administrator Richard Kosowski, Director of Music
Pam Johnston, Director of Children & Family Ministries
Betsy Abbott, Director of Hospitality
Karen Carter, Connections Director
Sara Colvin, Financial Secretary Linda Parker, Administrative Secretary
Doris Andrews, Church Cook/Custodian
Clifton Carswell & Jeffrey Smith, Custodians
Tshanghi Corey, Director, Children’s Center
Debbie Towson, Director, Macon Outreach

