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Parenting in the Pew
Family and Children’s Ministry begins where we all begin as Christian Disciples, in the worship of God! Many
times, parents feel their only option with their children in worship is distraction and praying for church to end
quickly, but I would challenge us all to see how our children are formed through the worship service and seek
ways to help our children grow into full participation in church!
Recently I saw an article that reminded me that it is not what we “get out of” worship that matters, it is who we
are formed into that matters. A turn on an old saying is “Practice makes permanent”, which means not just that
we need to practice the things we want to be permanent, but that those things that we do become our permanent
experience and expressions. As a parent, I want my children to grow into Christian disciples that participate in
regular worship. So in order for kids to become permanent worshipers, our family has to actually prioritize and
practice worshiping! How can we as a church help you do that?
I want to offer a few resources that Mulberry Street UMC has to empower families to help guide kids in worship:
1. Children’s Worship Bulletins - we provide these at all three services and they contain puzzles, coloring sheets
and games that go along with the gospel reading for the day. Use them for your kids to have something to do
during the sermon, when it is hardest for them to participate! Bring a few crayons or use a pencil from the
back of the pew for your child to use the pages!
2. Written words, hymnals and bulletins - hold these low enough for your children to practice learning the
pattern of worship and hymn singing. Help them find the words for the song we are singing ahead of time.
As you gather for worship go through the bulletin and look for things they might be seeing and experiencing
and help explain some of those components.
3. Wiggling - God put the wiggle into children, so please don’t have an expectation of stillness in your young
children for worship. Help them to find a place where they can see what is happening up front, allow them to
whisper questions about what is happening and answer as best you can. If you encounter something as a
family you have questions about, approach our pastoral or worship staff for help! We love to answer
questions from curious kids and worshipers.
4. Reading - we have selected some picture books and sermon note pages in the narthex at 11:00 worship, find
one that catches your child’s eye or have your older child answer the questions about the sermon as you listen
together. Maybe bring a picture Bible that your child likes for them to follow the scripture readings! Many
thanks to the late Rev. TJ Lewis and family for children’s book donations to be used in this way.
5. Participate - Older children, youth and laity are helping to lead in worship each week, from acolytes, ushers,
Children’s Church, readers, singers, and musicians. When a child sees someone they know leading it makes a
real impression that worship matters! Our worship staff is always looking for ways to include more people in
leadership roles, so prayerfully consider if you would like to lead in this way and let us know.
Our church’s theology and doctrine reminds us that all ages are welcome at the baptism font and communion
table. We want our worship services to reflect that openness and welcome too, making it a meaningful and
formative experience for all who worship with us.
Prayers of Blessings on you all as you Parent in the Pews!
Pastor Julia <><

Sunday Worship
March 3, 2019
Last Sunday after the Epiphany
Transfiguration Sunday

Worship Times
9:00 am/Chapel
10:00 am/NewRoom – Library Ballroom
11:00 am/Sanctuary

“Not on a Mountaintop”
Luke 6:28-43a
Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery

Assisting with Worship
Nine O’clock Ushers

The last Sunday before Ash Wednesday celebrates
the transfiguration of Jesus, when the great glory of
God in the person of Jesus Christ was made clear to
Peter, James, and John (Mark 9:2-12). In this glory
we see a fuller representation of Jesus’ identity, and
we glimpse the glory he would receive at the
completion of his redemptive work. Transfiguration
is the fourth celebration (after Christmas, Epiphany,
and the Baptism of our Lord) that affirms the
identity of Jesus as not only fully human but also
fully divine. Together these celebrations prepare us
for the journey toward the cross and empty tomb.
adapted from The Worship Sourcebook

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. By the fourth
century the Western church had determined that the
Lenten period of fasting and renewal should correspond
to Christ’s forty-day fast (Matt. 4:2), and, by counting
forty days back from Easter (excluding Sundays, which
remain “feast” days), arrived at the Wednesday seven
weeks before Easter.
The aim of Ash Wednesday worship is threefold: to
meditate on our mortality, sinfulness, and need of a
savior; to renew our commitment to daily repentance in
the Lenten season and in all of life; and to remember
with confidence and gratitude that Christ has conquered
death and sin. Ash Wednesday worship, then, is filled
with gospel truth. It is a witness to the power and
beauty of our union with Christ and to the daily dying
and rising with Christ that this entails.
adapted from The Worship Sourcebook

Bill Jackson & Clay Washburn

Eleven O’clock Ushers

Josh Carroll, Richard Ector, Waverly Golson,
Mel Jamison, Darin McClure, Jason Mott,
Ed Powell, Kyle Starling, Bert Thompson,
Ben Vaughn & Tom Woodcock

Acolytes

Alex Stone, Lead Acolyte
Austin Carter, Crucifer
Jack Carter & Katherine Dent, Candlelighters
Emerson Toles, Communion Steward

The flowers in the sanctuary are given
to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Yates, Sr.
and Mary Jean Yates by Charles H. Yates, Jr.

Lenten Study
on
Wednesdays
at Noon

March 5, 2019
5:30pm - Fellowship Hall

Join us on Tuesday, March 5 at
5:30 p.m. for our celebration of
Fat Tuesday or Pancake
Tuesday. Fifth Sunday will be
providing a music program.

March 6, 2019
12:00 pm – Sanctuary
6:30 pm - Sanctuary

Opportunities During Lent
We invite you to join us at Midweek at Mulberry
during the season of Lent
for the following opportunities:

Memorial Fund
In memory of Gostin Freeney by Ms. Doris Batts

Macon Outreach Fund
In memory of Richard Dannenberg by
Alexander Potter and Katie O’Rourke

Betty Hurdle
February 19, 2019
Priscilla Stinson
February 24, 2019

Mission Jars
$263
Paula’s Closet
(Macon Outreach Clothing Closet)
MidWeek at Mulberry – February 20

March 6 - Ash Wednesday Service
March 13 - Conversation and Prayer following
Special Called General Conference
March 20 - Birmingham-Southern College
Concert Choir in the Sanctuary
March 27 - Prayer and Formation
led by Rev. Julia Norman
April 3 - Prayer and Sacrifice/Perseverance
led by Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery
April 10 - Prayer and Service
led by Rev. Jeff Cook and the Missions Team
The evenings of March 27, April 3, and April 10
will include a combination of teaching and
experiential learning. For instance, on April 10,
we will serve together by packing hygiene kits for
UMCOR. The teaching will be based on Kenneth
H. Carter Jr.’s book Near the Cross.
As always, we will meet for supper at 5:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall with programs to follow.

Love, Care and Share around the Table
Wednesday, March 6
Nine O’clock Worship
NewRoom Worship
Eleven O’clock Worship
Total Worship Attendance

30
41
196
267

Ash Wednesday Service/Sanctuary
Menu: Soup & Cornbread
Mission Jars: Mercer Choir Students

Bring your own lunch – we will meet in the Conference Room
Purchase the following book: Near the Cross
by Kenneth H. Carter Jr. It is available through Cokesbury
(online or 800-672-1789) or Amazon. We will meet on the
following dates in the Conference Room
(with the exception of March 6 and April 17)
February 27
Partnership, Community, and the Cross (Led by Rev. Jeff Cook)
March 6
Ash Wednesday Service at Noon
(Led by Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery)
March 13
Prayer and Service (Led by Rev. Jeff Cook)
March 20
Prayer and Formation (Led by Rev. Jeff Cook)
March 27
Prayer and Sacrifice (Led by Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery)
April 3
Prayer and Perseverance (Led by Rev. Jeff Cook)
April 10
Prayer and Discipleship (Led by Rev. Julia Norman)
April 17
Holy Week Service and Luncheon
(Led by Rev. Cindy Cox Garrard)
April 24
Easter: Prayer and Gratitude (Led by Rev. Jeff Cook)

Vibrant Luncheon

Thursday, February 28
11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.
Preparing Our Hearts for Lent
Guest Speaker: Flo Sapp Martin
Please R.S.V.P by Monday, February 25 to
lparker@mulberrymethodist.org or call the church office
at 745-8601.

Vibrant – Supper at Fish and Pig

Thursday, March 21
4:45 p.m. (meet at the church)
Our reservation is at 5:30 pm.
Please R.S.V.P. by Monday, March 18 to
lparker@mulberrymethodist.org or call the church office
at 745-8601.

Rev. Julia Norman, Minister to Families & Children
jnorman@mulberrymethodist.org
745-8601

Mulberry’s Community Garden
Volunteers welcome on Mondays and Fridays at 9:00 am.

Our Children’s Ministry is in need of some volunteers! Can you help us
grow disciples in our Sunday School? No special skills needed, just a
willing spirit and the ability to give your time and energy to help kids
grow in Grace! We need volunteer an assistant Sunday School
teacher for our 1st and 2nd grade class. Please see or contact Rev.
Julia Norman for more information or to volunteer!
jnorman@mulberrymethodist.org.

There is a bucket in the atrium to receive donations for Daybreak.

Supplies Needed:
sugar napkins all-purpose cleaner
toothpaste (small tubes)
double edge disposable razors
Volunteers needed to man stations.
Please contact Gay Martel at 955-4519.
Visit Daybreak on Facebook!

The Link

Vacation Bible School is on its way! June 10 – 14th Mulberry Street
will be hosting VBS “To Mars and Beyond”, this awesome theme gives
kids a week to get a sense of wonder at God’s universe and our place
in it! Open to kids rising PreK (4 years old by Sept. 1st) through
5th grades we hope all our families will mark their calendars to
participate! If you want to volunteer, but cannot make the meeting,
please email Julia, jnorman@mulberrymethodist.org.

Below is the link to “The Link”, a way to keep you informed and connected
with what’s happening in South Georgia United Methodism and beyond! The
Link is published every two weeks, full of Conference news, resources, and
event information to keep you up to date and in the know. Check it out.
http://sgaumcemail.brtapp.com/viewinsite/672c70c3ad16826386613a20d141a720?

South Georgia Advocate
The South Georgia Advocate, a twice monthly online news publication, is the
official news source of the South Georgia Annual Conference and a ministry
of the Office of Connectional Ministries. Here is the link.
http://sgaumcemail.brtapp.com/viewinsite/3a44b0d3734eacbf12121e69fdfd0ff7?

Palm Sunday Processional
April 14
11:00 am Worship Service
Trevor Ward, Director of Youth Ministries
478-607-9003

tward@mulberrymethodist.org

Middle School Sunday School
Meet in Youth Room - 9:45-10:45am

Upcoming Youth Events

Saturday, April 20
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Coleman Hill

April 28, 2019
SAVE THE DATE
Beach Camp
June 17-21

Openings for Flowers
There are two openings for flowers in the chapel: March 10 and
March 17. If you would like to place flowers on one of these dates,
please contact Carolyn Dominy, 361-1012.

Save the Date
Beach Camp – June 17-21
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Mulberry Street United Methodist Church
719 Mulberry Street, Macon, GA 31201
P.O. Box 149, Macon, GA 31202
Office (478) 745-8601
www.mulberrymethodist.org
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED WEEKLY
Our 11 a.m. service is broadcast live
over Radio Station AM 940 WMAC.

Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery – 478-733-0877
Rev. Jeff Cook – 229-886-7032

This Week at Mulberry
Sunday, March 3
9:00 am Worship/Chapel
9:30 am Blue Room Kids
9:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Revival Group/Parlor
10:00 am NewRoom Worship/Library Ballroom
11:00 am Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 am NewRoom Group
12:30 pm Strategic Planning Mtg/F-Hall
5:00 pm Anchored
5:00 pm Confirmation




Monday, March 4
10:30 am DCW Mtg/Conf Rm
12:00 pm DCW Luncheon/F-Hall

Tuesday, March 5
9:30 am Staff Mtg/Conf Rm
12:00 pm Kiwanis/F-Hall
5:30 pm Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper/F-Hall
6:30 pm Small Group/Lamback’s
Wednesday, March 6
9:15 am CCM Chapel
10:30 am M/O Worship/Chapel
12:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service/Sanctuary
4:30 pm UMW Board Mtg/Conf Rm
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Supper
6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Service/Sanctuary
7:15 pm Ainsworth Choir
Thursday, March 7
9:30 am Sewing Group/Rm 232
12:00 pm Esther Circle/Parlor
6:30 pm Young Professionals Group
Sunday, March 10
9:00 am Worship/Chapel
9:30 am Blue Room Kids
9:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Revival Group/Parlor
10:00 am NewRoom Worship/Library Ballroom
11:00 am Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 am NewRoom Group
12:30 pm Church Council Training/F-Hall
5:00 pm Confirmation

John Wesley’s Message for Today Study
Begins March 10
10:00 a.m.
Becomers Class
Led by Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery
All are welcome!

Post-General Conference Information Session
Saturday, March 9, 2010
1:00-4:00 p.m. - UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center
South Georgia United Methodists are invited and encouraged to attend a post-General Conference information
session Saturday, March 9 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. at the UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton.
An informational meeting – not a special session of the annual conference – the gathering is open to everyone
in the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church. No votes will be taken.
“I encourage everyone to come, and I especially encourage every local church to send a delegation of persons
to represent that church at the information session in Tifton,” said Bishop Lawson Bryan.
The information session is to share with laity and clergy the decisions made during the denomination’s special
called General Conference, which will be on hand during the information session and will share information
about decisions made during the General Conference session. Bishop Bryan and other conference leaders will
also be in attendance to discuss and explore implications for the South Georgia Annual Conference and outline
next steps.
“Our goal is to provide clarity for laity and clergy and all of our churches so that we know what came out of
General Conference and what the next steps are in our journey as we move together into God’s future for our
annual conference.” Bishop Bryan said.
If you will be attending the information session, please call the church office at 745-8601.

Mulberry Street UMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery, Lead Pastor
Rev. Jeff Cook, Associate Pastor
Rev. Julia Norman, Minister to Families and Children
Trevor Ward, Director of Youth Ministries
Tom Granum, Director of Music/Organist
Bruce Bishop, Church Administrator
Sarah Pounds, Director of Marketing
Betsy Abbott, Director of Hospitality
Karen Carter, Connections Director
Linda Parker, Administrative Secretary
Laura Dannenberg, Financial Secretary
Doris Andrews, Church Cook/Custodian
Clifton Carswell & Michael Washington, Custodians
Tshanghi Corey, Director, Children’s Center
Kate Buzzell, Director, Macon Outreach

