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PRAYERFULLY FLEXIBLE AND FLEXIBLY PRAYERFUL 
 
A couple of weeks ago Bonnie and I visited Fort King George, a meticulously reconstructed British fort 
and the first permanent British settlement in Georgia. Built in 1721 on a strategic bend of the Altamaha 
River at what is now Darien, Georgia, the first soldiers to man this garrison were faced with crushing 
boredom, plagued by insects and attacked by disease. Many of them are buried there. By 1736 that 
remote outpost was manned by Scots Highlanders who, on January 2-3, 1737, were visited by John 
Wesley, who undoubtedly stopped on one of his trips between Savannah and Fort Frederica at St. 
Simons Island. 
 
Wesley’s visit was in keeping with his determined character to spread the gospel to the ends of the 
earth and he noted it was the first time he had ever prayed “extempore.” This Oxford scholar who cut 
his teeth on the Book of Common Prayer and probably knew many of the beautiful written prayers by 
heart, prayed for or with these Highlander soldiers “off the cuff”, composing his prayer as he spoke. 
 
My reflection is not to enter into the fray over which type of prayer is “better”. We often pray printed 
prayers in in our weekly Mulberry Street worship services. These deeply moving prayers, which allow 
us to pray corporately, express praises, petitions or confessions our congregation might not offer if left 
to our own poor vocabulary. 
 
Praying “spontaneously” can be equally meaningful. Your pastors, who offer our Sunday morning 
prayers, usually compose or at least sketch them out, prior to the service. However, caught up in the 
Spirit or in the spirit of the sermon or anthem, we also find ourselves, like Wesley, praying “extempore” 
in those morning prayers. 
 
There are many forms of prayer, including the ancient prayer discipline that eschews words completely. 
Rather than engaging in a pointless debate over which form of prayer is best, we should pray according 
to circumstance and spiritual development. No form of prayer is superior. 
 
Wesley’s first extempore prayer illustrates another of Wesley’s life-long tendencies: he was flexible and 
creative, willing to be led by the Spirit and improvise when necessary or desirable. His field preaching, 
his use of women in ministry and his willingness to ordain Francis Asbury as bishop come to mind 
immediately. Getting stuck in old habits, strategies and patterns is to abandon our trust in the amazing, 
explosive work of the Holy Spirit.   
 
I pray (by employing a word processor!) that Mulberry Street UMC will ever be prayerfully flexible and 
flexibly prayerful. 
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Sunday Worship 
March 20, 2022 

Second Sunday in Lent 
 Worship Time 

 11:00 a.m. – Sanctuary 
Dr. Marcus Tripp, preaching 

“When Does God Give Up?” 
Luke 13:1-9 

  

Assisting with Worship 
 

Eleven O’clock Ushers 
 Robbie Allen, Josh Carroll, Waverly Golson, Mel Jamison, Darin McClure, Jason Mott, 

Ed Powell, Kyle Starling, Bert Thompson, Ben Vaughn & Tom Woodcock 
 

Acolyte 
Ella Magda, Candle Lighter 

    

Children’s Church 
Susan Dunn 

   
 

 
 

 
 

11 a.m. Worship Service will be Live-Streamed and available on Facebook and the Website 

 

  

 
 

 

  
 

  

  
 

  
 

 
 

Upcoming Preaching Schedule 
  March 27: Dr. Marcus Tripp 

April 3: Bishop David Graves 

April 10 (Palm Sunday) & April 17 (Easter Sunday): Rev. Creede Hinshaw 

 
Sunday, March 13, 2022 

Sanctuary @ 11:00 – 123 

  Online Worship – 14 

 

 

 

Legendary Singer Ken Medema to Visit Mulberry! 
 

Ken Medema will be the guest of the Ainsworth Choir, as well as anyone who would like to attend, on Sunday 
March 27 at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary. Long-time friends with MSUMC Director of Music Terre Johnson, he 
recently called to say that he would be in Macon, and wondered if we would like to have him stop by for a few 
songs. 
 

One of the most creative and authentic artists performing today, Ken custom designs every musical moment of his 
performance with brilliant improvisation that defies description. With an ever-growing circle of friends around 
the world, Ken's vocal and piano artistry and imagination have reached audiences of 50 to 50,000 people in 49 
United States and in more than 15 countries on four continents.  

 

Ken last performed at Mulberry in 2017 as part of the celebration of his archives being donated to Mercer 
University. This special impromptu concert will offer a chance for him to inspire the Ainsworth Choir during their 
normal “warm-up” time prior to the morning service, and anyone else is welcome to attend and share this special 
musical experience. 
 

 

 

 

North Central District Conference 

Sunday, March 20, 2022 

4:00 p.m. @ Vineville UMC 
 



 
 

 
 

CHERRY BLOSSOM ORGAN CONCERTS 
March 21-25 @ 12:00 Noon in the Sanctuary 

30-minute pipe organ concerts held daily in historic Mulberry Street UMC. 
Co-Sponsored by Mulberry St UMC & Macon Chapter of The American Guild of Organists 

Monday, March 21: Cam Bishop 
Tuesday, March 22: Kipp Gill 

Wednesday, March 23: Music for Soprano and Organ - Camilla Packroff, Performer 
Accompanied by Zachary Golden on Organ 

Thursday, March 24: Zachary Golden  
Friday, March 25: Gerald Carper  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Worship Schedule for Holy Week and Easter 
 

Palm Sunday Processional & Service 
April 10 – 11:00 a.m. 

Rev. Creede Hinshaw, Preaching 
 

Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
April 14 – 6:30 p.m. 

Rev. Tommy Martin, Speaker 
 

Good Friday Service 
April 15 – 12:00 Noon Service 

Dr. Marcus Tripp, Speaker 
Lunch in the Fellowship Hall following the service. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 16 – 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Coleman Hill 
 

Easter Sunrise Service 
April 17 – 7:00 a.m. 

Katie Griffis, Speaker 
Coleman Hill 

 

Flowering the Easter Cross 
April 17 – 10:00 a.m.  

Courtyard 
 

Easter Sunday Butterfly Release 
April 17 – 10:30 a.m. 

Courtyard 
 

Easter Sunday Service 
April 17 – 11:00 a.m. 

Rev. Creede Hinshaw, Preaching 
 

  
  
 

Mulberry Street UMC Receives Certificates from The Methodist Home 

Mulberry Street UMC has received a Top Ten Church in Giving Certificate in sincere appreciation for 

contributing $139,924.78 to the Methodist Home in 2021 and a Church of Excellence Certificate in appreciation 

for contributing $119.29 per capita to the Methodist Home in 2021. 

(Copies of the certificates can be found in this newsletter.) 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Condiments     Coffee/tea      

Cereal     Powdered milk      

Cake mix & frosting    Cornbread mix      

Hamburger helper     Rice/pasta sides       

Small bags of sugar/flour     Small box/bag of grits 
 

 

 

 
Daybreak continues to need the following: 

Financial donations     canned fruit     Ensure     Biofreeze     Vaseline, A&D ointment       
moisturizing lotion     refresh eye drops    Pepto Bismol (liquid and tablets)      

Hothands hand warmers     daytime cold meds     foot spray     anti-fungal cream      
latex-free exam gloves     8-12oz cups      

readers (unisex, all strengths)      sturdy backpacks 
 
  

 
 

The Link 
 The Link is published every two weeks, full of Conference news, resources, and event information to 

keep you up to date and in the know. Here is the link:   The Link (brtapp.com)   
 

 

 

 

Georgia Advocate 
The South Georgia Advocate, a twice monthly online news publication, is the official news source of the 

South Georgia Annual Conference and a ministry of the Office of Connectional Ministries. Here is the 

link http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/3cd38d180df2c3855c58176f68bc43c6 

 

 
Macon Outreach 

In memory of Jerome Kaplan by Wimberly and Marc Treadwell 

http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/cb2fd37e9b856501063b8dcdfb07b645%20?email=lparker@mulberrymethodist.org
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/cb2fd37e9b856501063b8dcdfb07b645%20?email=lparker@mulberrymethodist.org
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/cb2fd37e9b856501063b8dcdfb07b645%20?email=lparker@mulberrymethodist.org
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/3cd38d180df2c3855c58176f68bc43c6


 
 

 
Easter Eggs Needed 

The Children’s Ministry is requesting donations of plastic eggs and/or candy  

for the Easter Egg Hunt. Please place donations in the bin located in the Atrium. 

Help Needed to Stuff Easter Eggs 

If you would like to help stuff Easter eggs with candy, bags of empty eggs can be picked up 

outside the Children’s Ministry office. Candy donations can be dropped off there as well. 

 

 

Palm Sunday Processional 

April 10 @ 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

Easter Butterfly Release 

April 17 @ 10:30 a.m. 

Courtyard 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 16 

11:00–1:00   

Coleman Hill 
 

 
Save the Date for Vacation Bible School 

July 11th – 15th 

Food Truck Party – On A Roll With God! 

More Details Coming Soon! 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 



Greetings Scampers, 
 
Spring is rapidly approaching and that means it is time to kick-off the 51st year for the 
Mulberry Scampers!  The planning committee has met and recommends a return trip to High 
Falls State Park.  The date for this venture has been set for April 22nd-24th.  I checked earlier 
today and the campground appeared to have sites available, so if you would like to make the trip 
do not delay making your reservations as state parks can fill up quickly. 
 
High Falls has worked extremely well with our group in the past.  The campground has a 
program area where they prefer to host groups.  This is in the River Camping area.  
 
Be advised, the reservation process for High Falls has changed!  Reservations are now site 
specific (i.e. you must pick your campsite when making a reservation).  Please see the 
campground picture below. Our goal would be for everyone to be in the campsites surrounding 
loop C, as highlighted.  FYI, I have reserved campsite 30 for our group activities.  
Reservations for High Falls can be made through the State reservations office at 800-864-7275, or 
on-line at www.gastateparks.org.  The published rate for campsites is $35.00 per night.  Please 
reply back to me upon making reservations so I can plan accordingly. 
 
Melinda and I look forward to seeing each of you in the campground. 
 
Regards, 
 
Ed Powell 
(478) 737-1518 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.gastateparks.org/
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