
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
Macon, Georgia 

 

The Church at Worship 

First Sunday in Lent 
March 5, 2017 
Eleven O’clock 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entrance and Praise 
  

 Greeting in the Name of Christ   
 
  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
  Let us worship God. 
 
 Opening Voluntary   
  “Turn Back, O Man, Forswear thy Foolish Ways”  Willan 
 
 Call to Worship Micah Johnston 
 
  Come to the Lord, who is rich in grace; 
   approach our God, who is full of mercy. 
  We will praise God with all our heart 
   and glorify the name of the Most High forever. 
 
* Entrance Hymn No. 110 
  “A Mighty Fortress is our God” EIN’ FESTE BURG 
 
* Opening Prayer Rev. Tommy Perkins 
 
  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
  Let us pray. 
 
  Almighty God, 
   your Son fasted forty days in the wilderness 
   and was tempted as we are but did not sin. 
  Give us grace to direct our lives 
   in obedience to your Spirit, 
   that as you know our weakness, 
   so we may know your power to save 
   through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, 
   who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
   one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
* Affirmation of Faith 
  From Romans 8: 35, 37-39 
 
  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
  Shall tribulation or distress, 
   or persecution or famine, 
   or nakedness or peril or sword? 
 
  No! 
  In all things we are more than conquerors 
   through the One who loved us. 
  We are sure that neither 
   death nor life, 
   nor angels, nor principalities, 
   nor things present, nor things to come, 
   nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
   nor anything else in all creation, 
  will be able to separate us from the love of God 
   in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 
Act of Praise  Ainsworth Choir 
  “Take Up Your Cross” Ronald Corp 
 

“Take up your cross, the Savior said, 
“If you want to follow me.” 

I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me. 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out my transgressions 

 
Proclamation and Response 

 
 Prayer for Illumination Rev. Tommy Perkins 
 
  God of call, God of transformation, 
  God of the Lenten journey, 
   help us to discern your still, small voice. 
  Open us to change and growth, 
   that we may walk with Christ.  
  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 Old Testament Lesson Micah Johnston 
  Genesis 2:15-17   
 
* Gospel Lesson Micah Johnston 
  Matthew 4:1-11 
 
  The word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



 
 Homily   Rev. Jimmy Towson 
  “Giving Up Control” 
  
 Invitation to the Table Rev. Bill Culpepper  
 
  Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, 
   who earnestly repent of their sin 
   and seek to live in peace with one another. 
  Therefore, let us confess our sin  
   before God and one another.  
 
 Confession and Pardon 
   
  Merciful God, 
   we confess that we have not loved you  
   with our whole heart. 
  We have failed to be an obedient church. 
  We have not done your will, 
   we have broken your law 
   we have rebelled against your love, 
   we have not loved our neighbors, 
   and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
  
  Forgive us, we pray. 
  Free us for joyful obedience, 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
  All pray in silence. 
 
  Hear the good news: 
  Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
   that proves God’s love toward us. 
  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
   
  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
  Glory to God!  Amen. 
 
 The Peace  
 
  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
 Offering of our Gifts 
  “Let us Break Bread Together” Dale Wood 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Thanksgiving and Communion 

 
* The Great Thanksgiving Hymnal Pages 17-18 
  Musical Setting A 
 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
   and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 Breaking the Bread  
    
 Giving of the Bread and Cup 
 

Communion will be served by intinction. 
After receiving communion,  

you are welcome to go to the altar for prayer. 
 Please let an usher know 

 if you need to be served in your pew. 
 

 Music at Communion 
  Congregational Hymns No. 268, 292, 298 
 
 Prayer after Communion Rev. Bill Culpepper 
 
  Eternal God,  
   we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
   in which you have given yourself to us.   
  Grant that we may go into the world  
   in the strength of your Spirit,  
   to give ourselves for others,  
   in the name of  Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Forth 
 

 
* Hymn of Discipleship No. 438 
  “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord” DUKE STREET 
 
 The Light of Christ Goes Into the World 
  Please be seated after the cross and light pass your pew. 
 
 Closing Voluntary    
  “Fugue on the Kyrie” Francois Couperin 
 
* Benediction    Rev. Jimmy Towson 
 
* Please stand as you are able.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rev. Jimmy Towson, Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Tommy Perkins, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Bill Culpepper, Associate Pastor for Youth Ministries 
Cam Bishop, Director of Music/Organist 

Ainsworth Choir 
  Micah Johnston, Lay Reader 
Martha Linkous, Bread Baker 

Mildred Howard & Mavis Trice, Lay Communion Servers 
 Micah Johnston, Acolyte 

Maddie McClure, Communion Steward 
Savannah Stone, Crucifer 

Graham Johnston & Akins Manley, Candlelighters 
     

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God  
and in loving memory of  

Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Yates, Sr. and Mary Jean Yates  
by Charles H. Yates, Jr. 

 
The rose on the altar is in honor of the birth of 

Parker McHan Jones, son of Stephen and Merritt Jones, 
born on February 23, 2017 

 
 

Welcome All Visitors 
We welcome you to Mulberry Street United Methodist Church. 

 

Please make sure you sign the Attendance Register as it is passed.  
 

Nursery Care is provided for children under 4 years of age.  
Please ask an usher for directions to the Nursery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Up & Coming Events & Prayer List 
 Mulberry’s Up & Coming Events and Prayer List  
is located in the Registration Pads on your pew. 

 

 



Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
March 5, 2017 

 

Today’s Sermon 
“Giving Up Control” 

 
Today’s Scripture   

Genesis 2:15-17 NLT 
15 The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch 
over it. 16 But the Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of 
every tree in the garden— 17 except the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.” 

 

 Matthew 4:1-11 NLT 

1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there 
by the devil. 2 For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very 
hungry. 
3 During that time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” 
4 But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, 
 ‘People do not live by bread alone, 
     but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of 
the Temple, 6 and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the 
Scriptures say, 
 ‘He will order his angels to protect you. 
 And they will hold you up with their hands 
     so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’” 
7 Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the Lord 
your God.’ 
8 Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  
9 “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down and worship 
me.” 
10 “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say, 
 ‘You must worship the Lord your God 
      and serve only him.’” 
11 Then the devil went away, and angels came and took care of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Previous Sermons Available Online 

If you are interested in listening to previous sermons, 
please visit our website at www.mulberrymethodist.org  

and click on “Listen” on top right. 

Sermon Notes 
 


