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In her book “The Sense of The Call,” Marva J. Dawn shares this excerpt from a letter written by friend 
and spiritual director Ruth Copland: 

 
to hold on to the suffering and reality of our world in the other. As you stretch out your  
hands you find yourself on a cross being pulled in two directions. Spending time in worship 
is crucial to keep us from being tipped over by the murkiness and pain in the world  
around us . . . Our circumstances often are not changed but we are changed to embrace  
the pain and flourish (115). 

 
Three years ago I was appointed to Mulberry to serve as your associate pastor. During these three years 
we have experienced together what it is like to hold God’s goodness and truth in one hand and the 
suffering and reality of our world in the other. We have worshiped, served, prayed, laughed, and 
celebrated together God’s goodness. We have experienced together the suffering of a global pandemic, 
the harsh reality of racism, a denomination in crisis, our own struggles as a local church and the pain 
that comes with the death of beloved members of our church family. At times it has felt like we might 
reach our tipping point, but week after week, first in-person and currently online, we have found 
strength to carry on as we join together in worship. We have joined a long line of saints who for nearly 
200 years have committed to worship God as part of this great church. The witness of the saints of 
Mulberry is that God meets us in our challenging circumstances and changes us to embrace the pain of 
our circumstances and flourish.     
 
My last Sunday with you will be June 21. As I prepare to begin my new appointment as the senior 
pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins, I thank you. Thank you for being the 
modern day saints of Mulberry who have held tight with me to God’s goodness and truth so that we 
might hold onto those who are suffering. Thank you for your perfectly timed notes, words of 
encouragement, and acts of compassion and service that God has used to strengthen me to love and 
serve especially in those tipping point moments. Thank you to each pastor, staff member, and lay 
person past and present with whom I have had the pleasure to serve. God has used each of you to 
transform me and help me to flourish in new ways on my faith journey. Finally, I am forever grateful 
for how well you have loved me and my family. I leave you with these words of benediction: 

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and  
height and depth, to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may  
be filled with all the fullness of God. Amen.   

 
Blessings, 
 

Rev. Jeff Cook 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.mulberrymethodist.org/


 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
We are hoping to begin a Prayer Shawl Ministry at Mulberry 
Street and are looking for those who can knit or crochet to 
help create the shawls or small sized blankets to be given to 
those in need of prayer. When we are able to meet in person 
it will be wonderful to get together occasionally for prayer, 
fellowship and yarn crafting, but we also can knit and crochet 
while we are socially distancing. All ages, skill levels and 
abilities welcome! If you want to volunteer or need more 
information, please contact Rev. Julia Norman 
(jnorman@mulberrymethodist.org or 919-323-6626).     
 

Family and Children's Ministry  

for Summer 2020: 
We have great Summer Sunday School resources that we'll be 

sending out each Sunday morning for your family with children 

to do at home!  Please make sure you are signed up for the 

Family and Children's Newsletter so you can receive these 

resources.  To sign up click here and fill out the 

form:https://www.mulberrymethodist.org/community/children 
 

We will also send information to that email list with Vacation 

Bible School resources in July and when we come back for 

regular scheduled programs it is used for information 

monthly.  Everyone is welcome to sign up and see what the 

children are learning each week.  You can also share it with 

your family members or neighbors who want updates about 

Mulberry St. UMC Family and Children's Ministry activities. 

 
 

WORSHIP AND CHURCH REOPENING:  AN UPDATE 
Creede Hinshaw, Interim Senior Pastor 

 

Your staff is in the process of adapting a phasing plan to guide 

us through the complexities of re-opening the offices, church 

meeting spaces and worship spaces.  This plan, which includes 

careful safety guidelines, will be vetted by our Church Re-

Opening Committee. 
 

We are projecting a possible re-opening of sanctuary worship 

(without choir or singing) on July 19, although this date is not 

firm.  NewRoom does not yet have a projected re-opening 

date because of restrictions on having our band and 

congregational singing. 
 

Thank you for completing your survey.  The results reveal that 

many of you are ready to return to worship but that many of 

you remain cautious.  We will keep you informed weekly on 

our plans.  Please keep this process in your prayers. 

SEEKING A PART TIME MINISTRY POSITION 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is seeking one more 
part time position (15-20 hours/week) to fill Jeff Cook’s 
role. This will be an interim (6-12 months) job. This would 
involve organization of small groups, developing 
congregational care teams and prayer teams, coordinating 
Wednesday Night Suppers, etc. Applicants could be church 
members. If you are interested, contact Dr. Warren Dunn, 
Staff Parish Relations Committee, or Creede Hinshaw.   

 

Opportunity to Join  
Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
Are you interested in joining Mulberry Street United 

Methodist Church? Even during these challenging 
times with online worship, you may join MSUMC. 

Please contact the Reverend Creede Hinshaw if you’re 
interested. 

 

Recording Schedule for Worship Services 
Our staff records each week’s worship services on Wednesday 
afternoons.  This gives Sarah Pounds and Steve Moretti the time 
they need to produce such a professionally edited worship 
service.  It also means, however, that events (world, nation or 
community) that happen between Wednesday and Sunday will not 
be addressed in that week’s worship service. 

 

 
Ben Tate 

June 5, 2020 
 

Link to Ben’s obituary: 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/athens

-ga/benjamin-tate-9209083 

 

 
Here is this week’s needs list: 

*Gloves: latex free gloves and food service 

gloves* 

Disinfectant sprays/wipes/cleaners -- spic-n-span, 

pine cleaner 

Vinegar     Gatorade     Raisins/dry cranberry     

Canned and fresh fruit     8 ounce cold drink cups 

INSTANT Grits 

Disposable bowls/spoons/forks 

Pop up cans of things ready to eat: i.e. sausage, 

spaghetti, fruit, trail mix, beef jerky 

Sturdy Backpacks 
 

 

Please consider adding these items to your shopping 

list! Curbside donation available during operating 

hours, just call (478) 216-9119. 
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Congratulations to the Graduating Class of 2020! 
 

We are so proud of the many accomplishments of this senior class. While the close of this year has been filled 
with changes and challenges we are excited to celebrate with our graduating seniors!  
 
These seniors have been a part of the life of Mulberry and have blessed us with the commitment of 
their prayers, presence, gifts, and service. Now they will embark on the next chapter of their journey carrying 
with them the marks of faith that the Body of Christ here at Mulberry has left on them.  
 
We pray God's blessing and favor go before you and behind you as you set out on these new paths, and may 
each of you carry the light of Jesus into all the world wherever you may go. 
 
In Christ, 
Your Family here at Mulberry St. UMC 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each student was gifted on behalf of Mulberry Youth Group and the church at Mulberry St. UMC with a Leather bound journal, a copy of Oswald 

Chambers, "My Utmost for His Highest" and a gift card to their favorite fast food location.  

Mulberry St. UMC 
High School Class of 2020 

 

Alex Stone 

The son of Gary and Kelly Stone 

Graduating from Veterans High School 

Plans to attend Middle Georgia State University 

 

 

Elizabeth Sellers 

The daughter of Kate and Rader Sellers 

Graduating from, Stratford Academy 

Plans to attend The University of Mississippi 

 

 

Graham Hefner 

The son of Eric and Margaret Hefner 

Graduating from, Stratford Academy 

Plans to attend Auburn University 

 

 

Hampton Tiller 

The son of Bryan and Julia Tiller 

Graduating from, Stratford Academy 

Plans to attend The University of Georgia 

 

 

Matt Newberry 

The son of Raines and Emily Newberry 

Graduating from, Stratford Academy 

Plans to attend Elon University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


