
“I’m dreaming of a white Christmas, just like the ones I used to know. Where the tree tops glisten, 
and children listen, to hear sleigh bells in the snow. I’m dreaming of a white Christmas, with every 
Christmas card I write. May your days be merry and bright. And may all your Christmases be 
white.”

That’s one of my favorites. And I’m sure, like me, you can hear Bing Crosby’s buttery deep voice 
singing in your head. It speaks to what Christmas is supposed to be: trees glistening, sleigh bells 
ringing, cheerful Christmas cards greeting, all things merry and bright.

But what about when Christmas isn’t like that?

When everything tells us we’re supposed to be happy, but we’re not.

When the world around us tells us we’re supposed to be bright, but inside we feel dim.

What about those times?

That’s what our Longest Night Service is all about: it’s an opportunity for all of us to confess what 
we all know is true: sometimes all is NOT merry and bright.

And that’s okay! Sometimes, this time of year brings up difficult emotions from past loss, grief, or 
hardship. Our Longest Night Service is an opportunity to bring those emotions with you, along 
with others who are experiencing the same, to acknowledge together that Jesus does indeed 
provide an easy yoke and a light burden, especially when we come together as a community. At 
the service, we’ll sing, we’ll hear readings, we’ll have the chance to light candles in response, and 
we’ll have an opportunity to be anointed with oil.

I hope you’ll join us Wednesday, December 21, at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

– Ted

Longest Night Service
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Together, we are sharing the heart of God...

Sunday Worship
December 18, 2022

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn, preaching
Luke 1:26-38

Assisting with Worship
Ushers
Gregory Bushway, William Dunn, Keith Fackler, Jim Manley, Donald Ream, 
Vaughan Smith, Lee Stevens, Gary Dunn

Candle Lighters
Bryson, Catherine, Annie & Dane Holloway

Acolytes
Stebin Horne, Crucifer 
Sanford Horne & Maggie Jamison, Candle Lighters

11 a.m. Worship Service will be livestreamed and available  
on Facebook and the website

Ainsworth Choir Rehearsal 
Wednesdays at 7:15 pm in the Sanctuary!

We welcome all who like to sing and want to part of music ministry 
in worship. Come join us! Please contact Terre Johnson, Director of 

Music, at tjohnson@mulberrymethodist.org for questions.

Nursery is available during rehearsal for any parents wanting to join!

Scott and Wanda Fitzgerald 

Emily Newberry

Megan Smith

Dr. Larry Sperling

Nancy Belk 

David Pittman and family

Mickey Pope 

Betty Seago

Bettie Causey

Louise Peters

Jared Heggins 

Gini Lamback 

Olivia Heacox 

Lisa Cawthon, friend of Elisa Reece

The United Methodist Church

Bishop David and Nancy Graves

District Superintendent Craig  
and Mary Louise Hutto

Sharon Wolfe,  
Northwest District Secretary,  

and the loss of her mother

Our church, its clergy,  
and its members

Terre Johnson

Prayer List

Sunday, December 11

Sanctuary - 141 
Online Worship - 13

Coming Up at Mulberry

Dec 18 | 11:00 am 
Children’s Nativity

Dec 21 | 6:00 pm 
Longest Night Service

Dec 24 
Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Services

For the full calendar, visit 
mulberrymethodist.org/ 

community/calendar

Staff On Call 
12/15 - 12/21

Elisa Reece 
Cell: 678-300-4828

See what’s going  
on in Realm!

Be sure to check out the News 
feature on Realm! If you need 

help getting connected, contact 
the church office at 478-745-8601.



Year-End Gifts

Year End Gifts to be credited to your giving record for this year, 2022, must be received in the church 
office by December 30, 2022 or postmarked by the post office no later than December 30. Gifts received 

after December 30 will be posted in 2023.  
Thank you for your attention to this important deadline. Thank you for your gifts.
For helpful information about giving from your IRA, check out this infographic!

Macon Outreach
In honor of Margaret Berry  

by Sally Mckay
In honor of Andy Watson & Dr. Ted Goshorn  

by Dr. & Mrs. Laudis Lanford
In honor of Mary Anne & Frank Gaudry  

by Mariann & John Evan 
In memory of Rev. VL Daughtery, Jr.  

& Guy Harrington  
by Catherine Daughtery

Christmas Day Online-Only Worship
Join us on Sunday, December 25 for online-

only worship on Facebook and the website. The 
church office will be closed on December 25 & 26.

Christmas Eve Services

3:30 pm | Family-Oriented Service 
This service is designed with children in mind! 

Kids are invited to come to worship in their 
pajamas, ready for the evening’s festivities! 

We’ll gather together after the service is over for 
cookies and cocoa.

5:30 pm | Music of the Season 
A church favorite! Come early for our 6:00 pm 

service to hear sounds of the season played by 
our own Zachary Golden and other local talent.

6:00 pm | Evening Traditional Service 
A joyous occasion featuring communion and 

singing by candlelight. Mark the highlight of the 
Advent season by joining together in worship!

Children’s Nativity

Live Nativity 12/18 @ 11am  
Children’s Nativity Practice 12/17 

(9:30am -11:30am) Sanctuary
Very Important! Practice for participating children to 
size costumes, assign parts, and practice with the 

music, and staging.

Sign up at bit.ly/3FNJdLW

We will be reading 
Chris Heuertz’s “Sacred 
Enneagram.” The book 
focuses on spiritual 
practices to draw us 
closer to God based on 
our unique Enneagram 
types. This book is great 

for those familiar with and 
those new to Enneagram. We hope you’ll join us!
Plan to purchase the book ahead of time- or contact 

Dana Goshorn if you need a copy. 
The Sacred Enneagram: Finding Your Unique Path to 

Spiritual Growth https://a.co/d/5eUugV4

New Enneagram Book 
Study 
Sundays at 5, Starting 
January 15

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/gbod-assets/generic/IRAGiving_2022_BulletinInserts.pdf
http://bit.ly/3FNJdLW
https://a.co/d/5eUugV4


...from the Heart of Downtown Macon

Downtown Challenge Grant Awarded to Mulberry Street UMC

The Community Foundation of Central Georgia, through the Downtown Challenge Grant, has awarded a 
$20,000 grant to Mulberry Street UMC to implement a project to paint several downtown crosswalks, called 
“If These Streets Could Sing”. Crosswalks will be painted with music bars and notes corresponding to familiar 
lyrics. Each crosswalk will have a QR code posted directing the visitor to a web page with info about how the 

song/artist relate to Macon’s music history and will include a link to play the song. We are thrilled at this news 
— huge thanks to Julia Magda and Ted for their work on this grant!

To learn more about this grant, watch this video where Julia gives an overview of the project:  
youtu.be/TQFVcllKk6I.  

To view all of the grants awarded through the Downtown Challenge and learn more about the Community 
Foundation of Central Georgia, check out this link: cfcga.org/dtc-grant-announcement/

Resources & Links
The Link
The Link is published every two weeks, full 
of Conference news, resources, and event 
information to keep you up to date and in the 
know. You can subscribe at  
sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/subscribe

South Georgia Advocate
The South Georgia Advocate, a twice monthly 
online news publication, is the official news 
source of the South Georgia Annual Conference 
and a ministry of the Office of Connectional 
Ministries. 
You can view it at www.sgaumc.org/advocate

Donation Needs

Daybreak Needs
Volunteers
Sandwich Crackers 
(packs)
Sugar (large bags)
33 gal. Lawn Bags
Ensure
Coffee Creamer
Men’s T-shirts (white)
Men & Women’s 
underwear (new)
Men’s belts (new or 
used)
Cough Drops
Daytime Cold Medicine
Eye Drops
Tylenol & Ibuprofen
Ponchos
Disinfectants Spray & 
Cleanser
Small Toiletries
Scrubs (new or used)
Hand/Foot Towels
Hand Warmers
Brown Paper Bags 
(snack)
Bio Freeze

Macon Outreach 
Needs
Men’s Pants (waist <36”)
Men’s Walking Shoes
Men’s Coats, Hats, & 
Gloves
Men’s Belts
Backpacks
Totes
T-shirts (L & XL size)
Hygiene Items

(478) 745-8601

Have an addition to the newsletter?

Email Millie Johnson at 
mjohnson@mulberrymethodist.org

http://youtu.be/TQFVcllKk6I
http://cfcga.org/dtc-grant-announcement/
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/subscribe
http://www.sgaumc.org/advocate

