
Entrance and Praise 

Chiming of the Hour 

Opening Voluntary From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Johann Pachelbel 

Welcome and News of the Church Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn 

* Hymn No. 246 Joy to the World ANTIOCH 

Lighting of Advent Candle  Ted, Dana, Jackson, and Carter Goshorn  

This night is a night to remember. A night when something amazing happened in a stable. A night 

when we were not forgotten. This is the evening when creation stood still and held its breath. This 

is the evening when God became one of us. 

 

We gather in the night to proclaim the light. We shrug off sadness and embrace hope. We set aside 

conflict and choose peace. We choose love over hate. Because this night we know that we are loved. 

That God is with us. 

 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

darkness on them light has shined . . . For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 

rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:2,6) 

 

We light these candles, hoping to become the light by how we live. We light these candles to declare 

that our Savior is born, who is Christ the Lord. Welcomed by angels singing and shepherds 

kneeling. Welcomed again tonight, right here, right now, in us. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace! 

 

-Adapted from United Methodist Discipleship Resources, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/advent-candle-

lighting-liturgy-2021  
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Sermon Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn 

Thanksgiving and Communion  

Invitation to the Table  Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn 

Confession and Pardon Rev. Payton Stone 

Dear God, 

You are a great and awesome God. 

Today we come to you in a prayer of confession. 

We are sorry for the many things that we have done that are wrong in your eyes. 

We are also sorry for all the things we should have done but we didn’t do. 

We are asking now for forgiveness for these things, 

and for other things that we have done wrong and don’t even know about. 

Please forgive us. 

In your name alone we pray, Amen. 

All pray in silence. 

Hear this great news!  

Even though we mess up and make mistakes, Jesus died for us,  

and that proves God’s love for us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God in the highest! Amen! 

-https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/worship-that-is-friendly-to-children-part-2/)  

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Peace 

* Gloria Patri 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in 

reply echoing their joyous strains. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

GLORIA 

Proclamation and Response 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  Offering of our Tithes and Gifts  

The Christmas Story Elisa Reece Luke 2:1-20 

* The Great Thanksgiving Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor gives thanks to God the Father. 



* Benediction  Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Communion servers are vaccinated. Children are welcome to receive communion at the discretion of parents. 

When you come for communion, a server will place the bread in your hand. Remove your own communion cup 

from the tray. Place your empty cup in the receptacle along the wall of the sanctuary. 

You are invited to kneel in prayer around the altar. Let an usher know if you wish to be served in the pew. 

Gluten free bread is available on the pedestal at the base of the steps.  

                             Sung Communion A (pages 17-18) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Pastor gives thanks to God the Son. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Pastor gives thanks to God the Spirit. 

Amen.  

* Hymn No. 239 Silent Night, Holy Night STILLE NACHT 

As the hymn begins, Please light your candle. 

Sending Forth 

* Sung Benediction 

Oh, come all ye faithful joyful and triumphant 

Oh, come ye, oh come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels 

Oh, come let us adore Him, oh, come let us adore Him 

Oh, come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord: 

ADESTE FIDELES O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Postlude Hallelujah Chorus George F. Handel 



Welcome to Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 

Welcome to this service of worship! Methodists have worshipped Father, Son and Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826. In four years, 

we’ll celebrate our 200th anniversary! We are a congregation with a deep gratitude and appreciation for how God has moved in our 

midst throughout our history. We are listening carefully for the movement of the Holy Spirit, ever fresh, ever new, ever surprising in 

our midst. You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation. We invite you to visit us at mulberrymethodist.org and 

find us on Facebook. Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be found at tedgoshorn.org. 

Please fill out a Connection Card found in the back of the pew if you are visiting with us, would like to sign up for upcoming events, 

have a prayer request, or need to update your contact information. 

Children’s church is open to children 5th Grade and under each week. Nursery is available for the entire service for children below pre-

kindergarten. Please see an usher for assistance in locating our nursery.  

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is livestreamed on Facebook. You can download the Sunday bulletin at https://

mulberrymethodist.org/worship/bulletins.  

Making Your Offering 

You can make your offering to God by scanning the QR code, which will take you directly to our church’s secure website. 

Welcome Back Bishop Graves 

On Sunday, January 8, 2023, the South Georgia Conference 

will host a celebration service and reception for South 

Georgia’s returning episcopal leader, Bishop David Graves. It 

will be held at 4 p.m. at Mulberry Street United Methodist 

Church in Macon. The special service is a time for our Annual 

Conference to gather for worship and to give thanks for his 

assignment to the South Georgia Conference. 

Covenant Renewal Service   

January 8, 2023, 11:00 a.m.  

This special service, written by John Wesley, calls on us to 

make a new year's resolution to deepen our commitment to 

God. Through a time of preaching, liturgy, and remembrance 

of our baptism, we together will embark on the faith journey 

afresh and anew. We look forward to seeing you here on 

Sunday, January 8!  

New Enneagram Book Study  
Sundays at 5 p.m., starting January 15. We will be reading 

Chris Heuertz’s Sacred Enneagram. The book focuses on 

spiritual practices to draw us closer to God based on our 

unique Enneagram types. This book is great for those 

 familiar with and those new to the Enneagram. We hope 

you’ll join us! Plan to purchase the book ahead of time- or 

contact Dana Goshorn if you need a copy. The Sacred Enne-

agram: Finding Your Unique Path to Spiritual Growth  

 

Prayer Changes Us  
Available for purchase now! Ted's new book explores the 

transformative practice of prayer. The book 

 includes helpful resources on establishing a rhythm of  

prayer, including descriptions and how-to guides on types of 

prayer, Methodism founder John  Wesley’s self-examination 

questions, and daily guides for praying the Psalms or all of 

scripture throughout the year. Available from Ted or on  

Amazon. 
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