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Gathering 
Welcome     Rev. Dr. Nita Crump 

     The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 

Call to Worship   Psalm 116:12-14, 17-19 

How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things God has done for me? 

I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 

I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people. 

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the Lord. 

I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people,  

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

 

Anthem   For the Beauty of the Earth John Rutter 

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies,  

for the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise. 
 

For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night,  

hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light:  

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise. 
 

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,  

friends on earth and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise. 
 

For each perfect gift of thine to our race so freely given,  

graces human and divine, flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise. 

 

 

Proclaiming 
Prayer for Illumination      

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let not my doubts nor my darkness speak to me. 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let my heart always welcome your love. Amen. 

 

Scripture    Matthew 22:15-22 

 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.         

 

Sermon    THRIVING Rev. Dr. Nita Crump 

 3. God’s Imprint on Our Lives 
Stewardship is less about what we give and more about who and whose we are. This sermon  

explores the spiritual responsibility of every person in the household of God.   

  

 

 

 

 



Responding 
 

Hymn    O God, We Bear the Imprint of Your Face  TODOS LOS COLORES 

    O God, we bear the imprint of your face: 

    the colors of our skin are your design, 

    and what we have of beauty in our race 

    as man or woman, you alone define, 

    who stretched a living fabric on our frame 

    and gave to each a language and a name. 
 

Where we are torn and pulled apart by hate 

because our race, our skin is not the same, 

while we are judged unequal by the state 

and victims made because we own our name, 

humanity reduced to little worth, 

dishonored is your living face on earth. 

 

O God, we share the image of your Son 

whose flesh and blood are ours, whatever skin, 

in humanity we find our own, 

and in his family our proper kin: 

Christ is the brother we still crucify, 

his love the language we must learn, or die.  

 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
 

      Sending 
 

Discipleship-in-Action   The Renewed Vision of Mulberry St. UMC Katie Griffis 

 Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown Macon 

 

Hymn    Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise THANKFUL HEARTS 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell everyone what God has done.  

Let everyone who seeks the Lord rejoice and bear the name of Christ. 

Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy  

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Benediction      
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