
         

   Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
     Macon, Georgia 

     December 6, 2020 

     In-Person Sanctuary Worship 

     11:00 a.m.  

 

     Gathering 
 

 Greeting in the Name of Christ  Rev. Dr. Nita Crump 

 

 Voluntary   Of the Father’s Love Begotten Caleb Esmond 

 

 Call to Worship    

John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way.”  

So family of faith, how do we prepare our minds for worship?  

     We silence the inner critic.  

     We let go of busy thoughts.  

     We make space for God to speak.  
 

How do we prepare our hearts for worship?  

     We bless all emotions.  

     We feel what we feel.  

     We open ourselves up to be moved.  
 

How do we prepare our bodies for worship?  

     We take in the scent, sight, and feel of this space.  

     We breathe in God’s mercy.  

     We exhale God’s love.  
 

How do we prepare our souls for worship?  

     We bring our full selves into this space.  

     We wear our hearts on our sleeves.  

     We trust that even now, God is here.  
 

Family of faith, what we practice in worship, we must live out in our daily lives.  

So prepare the way. Let us worship Holy God.   



 
    Hymn (Stanzas 1-2)  Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

 

    Candle Lighting Liturgy  Candle of PEACE Ken and Debbie Heller 

 

    Hymn   Come Now, O Prince of Peace OSOSO 

 

 

     Proclaiming 
 

 Prayer for Illumination      

God of Peace,  

we must admit, there are a million things on our minds.  

We would like to be as focused as John the Baptist— 

preparing the way,  

gathering the crowd,  

spreading the word of your arrival. Maybe then we’d know peace.  

However, more often than not, we are a swirling compilation of grocery lists,  

text messages, e-mails, and over-referenced to-do lists.  

So today, we ask for your help in preparing the way.  

Could you start with our ears, and then maybe move to our hearts?  

We’d like to hear you more clearly.  

Maybe then we’ll know peace.  

Gratefully we pray,  

Amen.  

 

    Old Testament   Isaiah 40:1-11 

 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.         

 

        Solo    Every Valley John Ness Beck 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain made low;  

and the crooked made straight, and the rough places plain.  

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,  

for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.   Isaiah 40:4-5 

  

 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.         

 
    Psalm    Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

    Righteousness and peace, righteousness and peace,  

    shall go before the Lord, before the Lord. 

 

*  Gospel    Mark 1:1-8 

 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.         

 

    Sermon    THOSE WHO DREAM . . . prepare the way Rev. Dr. Nita Crump 

John the Baptist prepares the way for the coming Christ as he calls the people into a journey  

of repentance and transformation. We are called to prepare the way by living in such a way  

that people see Christ in us and experience the love of God as we live transformed lives today. 

  

https://hymnary.org/tune/bereden_vag_for_herran


      

     Responding 
 

    Response   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 

 

* Affirmation of Faith for our theme: THOSE WHO DREAM . . . prepare the way 

We believe that a voice cried out in the wilderness,  

saying, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”  

And so, we show up for worship, even from home.  

We march toward justice.  

We roll up our sleeves.  

We plant trees for our children.  

We make art.  

We choose hope.  

We gather at the Table.  

We set an extra plate.  

We sing loudly, with joy.  

We share stories and wisdom.  

We celebrate children.  

We fall together.  

We rise together.  

We love together.  

We do all these things because we believe that God loves us so much  

 that God shows up here.  

So we prepare and prepare for that next beautiful day.  

May it be so. Amen. 

 

 Call to Prayer  Prepare the Way of the Lord PREPARE THE WAY 

 

 Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

    Sending 
 

 Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

 

    Hymn (Stanza 3)  Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

 

 Benediction 

 

 Voluntary   Savior of the Nations, Come J. S. Bach 

  
* Please rise in body or spirit. 

   Those parts of the service in which the congregation participates in spoken word are noted in bold type. 
 

Worship Leadership: 

The Reverend Dr. Nita Crump, Senior Pastor 

Camilla Packroff, soloist 
Tom Granum, Director of Music Ministries and Organist 

Debbie and Ken Heller, lighting the Peace candle of the Advent wreath 

  

https://hymnary.org/tune/bereden_vag_for_herran


Upcoming at Mulberry Street UMC 
 

Connecting Through Christian Fellowship 
Sundays (December 13, 20 & 27) at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Rev. Creede Hinshaw will lead a series titled: 

The Power of God Advancing: Advent Activism 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702025708 

Meeting ID: 827 0202 5708 – Passcode: 7458601 

Dial by your location +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

 

Grief Group 
Meeting the second Monday of each month beginning December 14 

4:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Naomi Rockafellow, M.S.W., leader 

Contact Beth Smith for more information: 719-9041 or bsmith@mulberrymethodist.org.  

 

 

Christmas Eve Recorded Worship 
“This night, we are THOSE WHO DREAM” 

Available online beginning at 5:00 p.m. on December 24 
 

Please join us for our online Christmas Eve Recorded Worship that will be available beginning at 5:00 

p.m. on Christmas Eve. Using a modified format of lessons and carols, musicians from our congregation 

are safely recording music and a service for you to enjoy and share with others. Rev. Dr. Nita Crump will 

give the Christmas Eve homily. Musicians include singers from the Ainsworth Choir; Amy Schwartz 

Moretti, violin; Betsy Fitzgerald, harp; Tom Granum, organ; and soloists Greg Elliott, Katie Trotter, and 

Doris Granum. 
 

We need 15 households, families, couples, or individuals to record one line of liturgy from their homes as 

they light the Christ candle of their Advent Wreath. If you are willing to record (audio/video) one of these 

lines, please contact Tom Granum, 706-207-6010 or tgranum@mulberrymethodist.org. Recordings are 

needed by December 15. 

 

 

Generation to Generation (G2G)  

Community Outreach 
Saturday-Sunday, January 16-17 

Generation to Generation has been a meaningful part of the life of Mulberry Street UMC for several years 

now. G2G in 2021 will look a little different since we will not be traveling to North Carolina as we have 

in years past. However, the mission will continue as we join with each generation to make God's Love 

known to the community around us. 
 

That's right. G2G will be completely local this year. Macon is a place that we call home. Since home is 

where the heart is, we want to do some good around our local community and we hope that you will join 

us as we do! 
 

Join us during the MLK Weekend for community outreach projects Saturday-Sunday, January 16-17. 
 

Please register by January 3 at www.mulberrymethodist.org/serve. 

 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702025708
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