
       

   Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
     Macon, Georgia 
     December 13, 2020 
    In-Person Sanctuary Worship – 11:00 a.m.  
 
 

     Gathering 
 

 Greeting in the Name of Christ  Rev. Dr. Nita Crump 
 
 Voluntary   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Michael Praetorius 
     Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Michael Burkhardt 
 
  Call to Worship    Katie Trotter 
 
    Introit   Come, Come Emmanuel COME, COME EMMANUEL 
 
    Candle Lighting Liturgy  Candle of JOY  
 
    Response   He Came Down HE CAME DOWN 
 
 Prayer of Confession & Words of Comfort  Rev. Dr. Nita Crump 
  O Great Writer,  

with a sky full of stars and a world full of flowers, there should be no end to my joy.  
And yet, instead of decorating my very being with joy, I let it slip away like loose change.  
Instead of singing like Mary, or dancing like David,  

        I pass by remarkable beauty and love most days, unfazed. Forgive me.  
Teach me the ways of children, who laugh and dance and sing  

        as if joy is the very thing that keeps them alive.  
Maybe they have joy figured out.  
Gratefully we pray, amen.  
 

Hear the good news! 
According to the promise God made our ancestors, Abraham and his descendants,  
God helps us, in remembrance of God’s mercy.  
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.  
Thanks be to God. 



 Hymn   Canticle of the Turning  STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 
My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, and my weakness you did not spurn, 
so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 

   

       Refrain     My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. 
        Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn! 

 

Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, 
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn, 
You will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn. Refrain 
 

From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears every tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn; 
There are tables spread, every mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. Refrain 
 

Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast: 
God's mercy must deliver us from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, 
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around.  Refrain 

 
 

     Proclaiming 
 Prayer for Illumination      Rev. Dr. Nita Crump 

Creator God,  
Scripture is flooded with dream-like images:  

the lion lying down with the lamb,  
justice rolling like a mighty river,  
swords being beaten into plowshares,  
the prisoner being set free,  
good news to the oppressed,  
the whole world rejoicing.  

To our human ears, there are times when these words can sound  
like nothing more than a far-off dream—  
downplaying prophecy to fantasy.  

However, what we know is that to dream is to hope,  
and to hope is to imagine,  
and to imagine is to wonder,  
and to wonder is to believe,  
and to believe is to live and breathe for your promised day.  

So give us the strength to listen as we dream, O God.  
For deep down, we know your words are the very thing we need.  
Amen.  

 
    Old Testament   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Rev. Dr. Nita Crump 
 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.         
 
    Psalm    Psalm 126 Katie Trotter 
    Those who sow in tears and sorrow one day will reap with joy. 
 
*  Gospel    Luke 1:46-55 Rev. Dr. Nita Crump 
 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.         
 
    Sermon    THOSE WHO DREAM . . . sow joy Rev. Dr. Nita Crump 

Joy comes as we dream God-sized dreams and trust God to make those dreams reality.  
Like Mary, we are called to tend and nurture the dreams God has woven into our souls. 



     Responding 
 

    Response to the Word Song of Mary  Buryl Red 
Sing, my soul, the greatness of the Lord. Rejoice, my spirit; rejoice in God, my savior. 
So tenderly has he regarded me, so wondrously has he exalted me. All generations shall call me blest.  
For his name is holy. He is the mighty one. His mercy is ever sure.

 
* Affirmation of Faith  from THOSE WHO DREAM . . . sow joy 

Great Creator,  
     we are in awe of you.  
We will never know how you managed to dream up  
 mountains and valleys,  
 freckles, dimples, and curly hair,  
 a cool morning mist,  
 the change of seasons,  
 or the magic of music.  
Your greatness is beyond our reckoning  
     and because we are in awe of you,  
we believe we must follow Mary’s lead  
     and allow our souls to sing. 
We believe that the appropriate reaction to your goodness  
     is complete gratitude,  
      which looks like love for our neighbor,  
 justice for the poor,  
 food for the hungry,  
 and joy that overflows. 
And even though we do not always believe in ourselves,  
we believe that our song is pleasing to you.  
We believe. Help our unbelief. 
In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 

 
 Call to Prayer  Come, Come Emmanuel COME, COME EMMANUEL 
  
 Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
    Sending 

 Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
    Hymn    Joy to the World (Psalm 98) ANTIOCH 
 
 Benediction 
 
 Voluntary   Joy to the World Hugo Gehrke 
  
* Please rise in body or spirit. 
   Those parts of the service in which the congregation participates in spoken word are noted in bold type. 
 
Worship Leadership: 
The Reverend Dr. Nita Crump, Senior Pastor 
Katie Trotter, soloist 
Tom Granum, Director of Music Ministries and Organist 



 

Upcoming at Mulberry Street UMC 
 

Connecting Through Christian Fellowship 
Sundays (December 20 & 27) at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Rev. Creede Hinshaw will lead a series titled: 
The Power of God Advancing: Advent Activism 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702025708 
Meeting ID: 827 0202 5708 – Passcode: 7458601 

Dial by your location +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
 

 
Grief Group 

Meeting the second Monday of each month beginning December 14 
4:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Naomi Rockafellow, M.S.W., leader 
Contact Beth Smith for more information: 719-9041 or bsmith@mulberrymethodist.org.  

 
 

Christmas Eve Recorded Worship 
“This night, we are THOSE WHO DREAM” 

Available online beginning at 5:00 p.m. on December 24 
 

Please join us for our online Christmas Eve Recorded Worship that will be available beginning at 5:00 
p.m. on Christmas Eve. Using a modified format of lessons and carols, musicians from our congregation 
are safely recording music and a service for you to enjoy and share with others. Rev. Dr. Nita Crump will 
give the Christmas Eve homily. Musicians include singers from the Ainsworth Choir; Amy Schwartz 
Moretti, violin; Betsy Fitzgerald, harp; Tom Granum, organ; and soloists Greg Elliott, Katie Trotter, and 
Doris Granum. 
 

We need 15 households, families, couples, or individuals to record one line of liturgy from their homes as 
they light the Christ candle of their Advent Wreath. If you are willing to record (audio/video) one of these 
lines, please contact Tom Granum, 706-207-6010 or tgranum@mulberrymethodist.org. Recordings are 
needed by December 15. 
 
 

Generation to Generation (G2G)  
Community Outreach 

Saturday-Sunday, January 16-17 
Generation to Generation (G2G) is a meaningful part of our congregation’s life. We will continue this 
mission with a different emphasis for 2021 as we strive to make God’s love known to the community 
around us here in Macon. 
 

Please register by January 3 to join us during the MLK Weekend for Macon community outreach projects 
on Saturday-Sunday, January 16-17. 
 

Read more and register at www.mulberrymethodist.org/serve. 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702025708
tel:+1%20929%20205%206099
mailto:bsmith@mulberrymethodist.org
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