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A Season of Concern 
 

 I think it would be fair to say that most of us are concerned about the future and the effect 
Covid19 is going to have on that future. Will the number of newly infected persons decline, or at least 
stabilize? Or will that number continue to grow? Will we be able to continue moving about our 
community or will we have to live with another near-complete shutdown? What will happen now that 
schools are beginning to open and meet in person?   
 
 All of these are valid questions. Trying to answer these questions right now can cause a serious 
headache. There are no clear, concise answers. We make the best decisions we can with the information 
we have today and remain prepared to adjust tomorrow if necessary.   
 
 I listened to a sermon yesterday on YouTube. One of the large church pastors in Atlanta was 
preaching. The title of his sermon was “It’s Okay to Freak Out.” The title caught my eye because, I have 
to admit, there have been times when I wanted to freak out about everything that’s going on right now.  
The preacher made several excellent points in his sermon, one of which was the difference between 
worry and concern. Worry overwhelms us. Worry causes us to panic. Worry can lead to paralysis, a 
situation where we’re afraid to do anything. Worry can lead to panic buying of things like toilet paper.  
Concern helps us put things into perspective. Concern allows us to express our fears about what’s going 
on around us as we consider the information available and use all of that, including our fears, to make 
decisions that are best for our families. Concern also allows us to respect the decisions others make 
even as we make different decisions. Worry pushes faith away as it limits what we can see God doing in 
the world around us. Concern creates space for faith to be a part of our decision-making process.  
Concern acknowledges both our fears and the fact that the God who created us wants to lead us 
through these current dark valleys.   
 
 It would be easy to decide that we’re in a season of worry right now. Let me encourage you to 
consider this a season of concern. Rev. 1:8 tells us that God is the God who is and who was and who is 
to come. God was with us before a virus invaded our space and shut down our plans. He’s with us now 
as we walk through current difficulties. He will be with us through the coming days, regardless of what 
happens with Covid19. The faith that allows us to say that with assurance is the faith that can help us 
shift from unhealthy worry to healthy concern. 
 
 As you make decisions that are right for your family concerning church and church events, 
please know that your decisions are supported by the staff. We long for the day that we can all be 
together. We rest in the assurance that the day will come. And when it does, the celebration will be 
amazing! In the meantime, we’ll continue to look for ways to offer engaging events both in person and 
virtually.   
 
 Worry? Or concern? What kind of season will this be for you? 

 

Nita 
  
 
  

http://www.mulberrymethodist.org/


 

The Link 
Below is the link to “The Link”, a way to keep you informed and connected with what is happening in South Georgia United 

Methodism and beyond! The Link is published every two weeks, full of Conference news, resources, and event information 

to keep you up to date and in the know. http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/43c6598728266f328e6ebc3370e54a8e?rg 
 

 

 

 

 

 

South Georgia Advocate 
The South Georgia Advocate, a twice monthly online news publication, is the official news source of the South Georgia 

Annual Conference and a ministry of the Office of Connectional Ministries. Here is the link. http://sgaumc-

email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/c26ef2cd0a1653023c739384a4a4cdb9? 

Children in Worship and Nursery Reopening 
As always, all ages of children are welcome to full participate in any worship service at Mulberry Street UMC. Nursery care is 

available for children who are rising Kindergarten and below beginning this Sunday. Disposable worship packs with coloring pages, 

quiet activities and crayons will be supplied for all children who pre-register for the worship services. Full information for Families 

with Children in worship and new Nursery Procedures will be sent via the Family and Children Newsletter. We want to welcome all 

ages in worship!   
 

  

Third Grade Bible Presentations 

On August 23rd we will be honoring our Third Graders with a new Bible, a tradition that goes back many years at Mulberry Street 

UMC. If you have a child in Third grade, please make sure that Rev. Julia Norman has contacted you about if you'll participate in 

the service that day! We hope to have a video presentation to share with the whole church family, but we especially want to honor 

those children for this new level as they are growing in faith.  

 

 

 

 

Worship This Sunday, August 16, 2020 

This Sunday we will hold our NewRoom in-person worship service in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m. and our 
Sanctuary in-person worship service at 11:00 a.m. Our nursery will be open for both services.  Entrance and exit for 

the NewRoom in-person worship service will be through the Atrium Entrance. Entrance and exit for the Sanctuary in-
person worship service will be through the Sanctuary doors facing Mulberry Street or the ramp entrance in the 

courtyard. The nursery will allow for drop-off and pick-up through the nursery gate. 
 

Reservations are required for our in-person worship services and nursery care.   
Please make your reservations by noon on Thursday, August 13th by using the link below  

or by calling the church office at 478-745-8601. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445aaa82ca6f49-worship 

 

We will continue to offer a recorded Sanctuary worship service online. Additionally, our in-person Sanctuary worship 
service will be broadcast live at 11:00 a.m. on 940 AM and our in-person NewRoom worship service will be live 

streamed on Facebook at 9:00 a.m. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to wear your masks and your nametag to church this Sunday! 

 
In-Person Worship 

Sunday, August 9, 2020 

NewRoom Service @ 9:00         11 

Sanctuary Worship @ 11:00      18 

 
Pastoral Care 

Nita Crump, Senior Pastor - 478-867-3029 
Marcus Tripp, Pastoral Care Minister - 478-747-6041 

Julia Norman, Children and Family Minister - 919-323-6626 
Trevor Ward, Youth and NewRoom Pastor - 478-607-9003 

 

http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/43c6598728266f328e6ebc3370e54a8e?email=lparker@mulberrymethodist.org
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/c26ef2cd0a1653023c739384a4a4cdb9?
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/c26ef2cd0a1653023c739384a4a4cdb9?
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445aaa82ca6f49-worship


 

 

  DAYBREAK needs you to VOLUNTEER! 

 

 

 

If you are at least 18 years old & can commit to at least 2 hours 1 day a week...  

you can make a difference to someone in need 

 
Our volunteer staff has been cut to critical levels due to the current pandemic. However, the needs of 

the community we serve are still in high demand. They face battling basic needs such as surviving 

extreme temperatures, need to eat, need for clean clothes, & a need to be clean.  

 

But above all, they need a human connection, in a time we have isolated 

 from each other even more than before.  
 

More than ever we must ask, how can we physically show the compassion, love, and concern to those in 

need in these perilous and unsafe times? Here at Daybreak we are trying to meet that need at many 

levels, all while practicing recommended safety guidelines.  
(daily health screenings, masks/glovers/face/eye shields, plexiglass partitions, social distancing, daily sanitization)  

 

If you have a heart to give to others, or would like more answers to any questions/concerns,  

please contact Volunteer Coordinator Tyia Sprinkle through any of the following avenues. 

 

Tyia.Sprinkle@depaulusa.org        Daybreak’s Main Line 478.216.9119         Cell 478.972.0005  

 

mailto:Tyia.Sprinkle@depaulusa.org

