
 
 

 

Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
     Macon, Georgia 

     May 9, 2021 

     Festival of the Christian Home 

     In-Person Worship 

     11:00 a.m.  

 

Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown Macon. 

 

     Gathering 
 

  Welcome     Dr. Nita Crump 
 

 Greeting in the Name of Christ   

                 Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

                                  The grace of the risen Christ be with you!  And also with you! 
 

    Voluntary   Allegreto Sir Charles V. Sanford 
   
    Call to Worship   Beth Tripp 

 See what love has been given to us, that we should be called children of God. 

 By this we know love, that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, and lived and died, that God’s 

  love might be made plain among us. 

 Therefore, beloved, let us not love in word or in speech but in deed and in truth. 

 Because we love one another, we know that we have passed from death into life. 

 Come let us worship the Lord who has made God’s love plain to us. 
 

   Hymn of Praise                         All Creatures of Our God and King                   LASST UNS ERFREUEN  
 

   Congregational Prayer  

   Lord, we are gathered here today as one body, because you chose to call us your friends.  

  We come from all walks of life. We have had our share of good days and bad days. In the  

  world’s eye, we aren't good enough or worthy enough to have this bond; but in your sight,  

  we are exactly who you need. Despite all the drama, we made it here to worship and praise  

  your name. May the love we experience today in worship restore us, revive us, refresh us.  

  God, use our broken selves as tools of hope and love on this day. Lord, we love you. Thank  

  you for loving us and calling us your friends. It's in your name, we pray. Amen. 
 

   Hymn                  My Life Flows On                HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING  
 

   Recognition of Our Infants    Rev. Julia Norman and Mary Charles Dunn 
 

Leonidas Orion Burton – June 23, 2020 
Son of Travis & Dana Burton 

  

Monroe Bratton Gordon – April 17, 2020 
Daughter of Gavin & Anne Gordon 

  

Candler Murphey Jones – October 12, 2020 
Son of Stephen & Merritt Jones 

  

Bridges Arrington McLendon – February 16, 2020 
Daughter of Taylor & Mary Priestly McLendon 

   

Cater Snow Starling – July 11, 2020 
Daughter of Kyle & Cater Starling 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   Prayer of Thanksgiving    Rev. Julia Norman 

 As a Family of God we rejoice in God's gift of life through the miracle of birth.  We join with 

 these families, as their extended family here at Mulberry, in embracing these children with open 

 arms, just as Jesus welcomed little children, and their parents with grace and blessing.  Let us 

 pray together a blessing upon them.  

 Loving God, we give you thanks for your presence with us in the gift of these children and 

 families. We celebrate that your abounding love is already at work in these families. 

 Strengthen us to be the body of Christ, that together we may all be formed into the very 

 image of our risen Lord, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

                            Proclaiming 
 

   Children’s Church    

 We invite the children who are registered for Children’s Church to exit at this time with the  

 volunteers.  After their lesson together the children will be escorted to the Nursery.  Pickup will 

 be done through the Nursery entrance by the playground after the service. 

 

    Prayer for Illumination    Alleluia ALLELUIA 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia… 

 

  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, O God, in the reading of your word, that we would hear what  

  you have to say to us today through the reading and expounding of your written work and in the  

  presence of your living Word.  Amen. 

    

 Psalm                 Psalm 98                                           

  

 Epistle   1 John 4:11-12 Rev. Henry Bass 

 

 Sermon   No One Has Ever Seen God Rev. Henry Bass 

    

Responding 
      

    Prayer of Offering  

  Let us show our love of Christ and the family of God as we give to the work of the church. 

  Holy God, we pray that these tithes and offerings will spread your love near and far.  Amen. 

     

Musical Offering          Help Us Accept Each Other ACCEPTANCE 

 

 *Profession of Faith               The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

 the third day he rose from the dead;  

 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

      
 

 



 
 

 

 Call to Prayer   Rejoice the Lord is King                     DARWALL’S 148TH 

 Rejoice, the Lord is King!  Your Lord and King adore; 

 mortals, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore. 

 Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 
 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 Eternal God, in these moments of quiet we thank you for your presence in our lives. We thank 

 you for all of the testimonies of your profound love for your children. We especially thank you 

 this day for the holy one Jesus. We thank you for his humility. We thank you for his many 

 reminders that we are to love one another. But we confess that we have great difficulty following 

 his command to love.   
 

 We become upset with others and find it easier to reject them than to seek to understand and to 

 love them. We struggle with the almost impossible command to love our enemies. We become 

 driven to meet our own needs and become blind to the needs of others. 
 

 Forgive us our foolish ways. Help us to keep in our awareness this command to love which Jesus 

 repeated so many times. Help us to hear it in those hard times when it is most difficult to love. 

 Help us to love others when they are power hungry.  Help us to love others when they are 

 inconsiderate.  Help us to love others when they are angry and lash out blindly. Help us to love 

 others when they are selfish and insensitive.  Help us, O God, to love others so that we may abide 

 in your love and act like the friends of Jesus.  
 

 Hear us now as we pray the prayer taught to the disciples by your Son:     
  

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

       Sending Forth 
 

 Hymn of Purpose      Praise to the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN 
       
   Benediction and Sending Forth 

 May Christ Jesus reveal to you God’s ways and call you his friends; 

 may the Holy Spirit confirm the truth within you and make your joy complete. 

 Go into the world now to share the love of Christ with all you see.   

 We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

   Closing Voluntary Prelude and Fugue in G-Sharp Minor                                              BACH  

  
* As you are able, please rise in body or spirit. 

   Those parts of the service in which the congregation participates in spoken word are noted in bold type. 

 

Today we welcome Rev. Henry Bass to preach for us.  Growing up in Tanner, Alabama, Reverend Henry 

Bass developed a love for Christ early on in life. It was this love that led him to become a pastor at the 

age of 30. He served people of the faith in North Alabama for 11 years before moving to the Valdosta 

District. Reverend Bass pastored in Alamo, College Place in Brunswick, Blakely, and other places across 

South Georgia before accepting his appointment as the Valdosta District Superintendent. As the Valdosta 

District Superintendent, Reverend Bass spent eight years providing support and guidance to local pastors 

and their churches. 
 

Reverend Bass currently serves as the Vice President for Church Relations at Magnolia Manor, where he 

is responsible for informing local churches about Magnolia Manor's ministry. Magnolia Manor is a non-

profit, faith-based organization committed to serving seniors in nine senior living communities across 

South Georgia. As the V.P. for Church Relations, Reverend Bass uses his love for God and passion for 

serving people to help residents at Magnolia Manor receive the quality care they need to live full lives. 

 



 

 

Worship Leadership: 

Rev. Henry Bass, Guest Preacher 

Dr. Nita Crump, Senior Pastor 

Beth Tripp, Liturgist 

Madeleine Londa, Camilla Packroff, Katie Trotter, Beautiful Sheriff, Beth Tripp, Liturgists and 

 Ensemble 

Katie Trotter, Choir Coordinator 

Sam McDaniel, Organist 

Caleb Esmond, Pianist 
 

Altar Flowers 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God by Martha and Jimbo Berg in loving memory 

of their grandchild James A. Berg IV “Bo”, and their parents Anne and James Berg and Mary and Tom 

Williams. 
 

Liturgy 

From adapted from Feasting on the Word, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning, and the 

United Methodist Book of Worship. 
 

Music 

Music is copied and streamed with permission: ONE LICENSE, License #A-712041. All rights reserved. 
 

Giving, Contact Information, and Prayer Requests 

You can give in one of the following ways: online, auto-draft, or online bill-pay. 

We are thankful for your continued support of the calling and mission of our church as we strive to shine 

the light of Christ across our community and to help those in need.  

To give online go to mulberrymethodist.org/give. 

You may contact the church:  478-745-8601  P. O. Box 149, Macon, GA 31202 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

The Committee Study 

Laugh and learn together about what being the Church really means… 

When and Where? Two options for your convenience!   

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Sundays at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom (sign up with church office, 745-8601) 

Led by Julia Magda. 

Who? Anyone and everyone! 

 May 16 – Episode 05: Understanding the Who (Note: Class will meet at 9:00 a.m.  

because of Combined Outdoor Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.) 

 

Grief Support Group Meeting 

Monday, May 10, 2021 

4:00 p.m. 

Parlor 

 

Church Council Meeting 

Monday, May 10, 2021 

6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Registration is open NOW! 

Join us the week of July 19-23rd from 9:00 a.m. - Noon for VBS!  

Kids from rising PreK - 5th grade are invited to participate!  

We also need great volunteers, so check the church website to help us that week  

or get your kids signed up!  www.mulberrymethodist.org/VBS 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fU0llLSTBUJJqua27xWmiTy-1qhPBWqWYo_dNvpCfM9dYqtFzWEcizvN10n-FDSQpamo7_5iJP8vOi5h5D3g1ZsJ792FL9VCungTuLjnRE-tiQcLcvByL43fS2vPbFOfauhgQmFpqUQYNq0rElmu1mplqJ3KJe1p&c=lDOKrlikf1xncnboeL0w0SzKPMMyLkvxf5plAzeZ5zzl5aEGl-anXA==&ch=0oFHE3lxWqsGoZqsN8whqOhpNs69ZyeKnJe0cjUj2euYrsoXWsJfcQ==
http://www.mulberrymethodist.org/VBS

