
 

Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
     Macon, Georgia 

     May 16, 2021 

     Ascension Sunday 

      Outdoor Worship 

     10:00 a.m.  

 

 

Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown Macon. 

 

 

     Gathering 
 
 

 Gathering Music   Tucker Poupard and NewRoom Praise Team 

 

   Welcome     Rev. Julia Norman 

 

    Greeting in the Name of Christ  Rev. Julia Norman 

                 Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

         The grace of the risen Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

 

 Hymn of Praise                        Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies  RATISBON                               

   

 Call to Confession   Ben Jamison 

  The One who calls us to repent, hears us. 

  In trust that our Creator knows us through and through, 

  let us open our hearts to the healing of God’s forgiveness. 

 

   Prayer of Confession   Ben Jamison 

  Good and gracious God, we are creatures of dust, ignorant of your revelation, 

  misunderstanding your life, death, and resurrection among us, needing forgiveness. 

  We repent of our failure to give as you have given to us. 

  We beg your mercy for our fallen world. 

  We seek your Word, that we may live with the faith of Jesus. 

  Be our solace in this life and always. 

  We ask this as your own children, holy and incomplete. 

  Forgive us, we pray.  Lead us into faithful life here and into eternal life after this life. 

  Amen. 

 

   Words of Forgiveness   Rev. Trevor Ward 

  In the name of God, the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, 

  your plea for forgiveness has been heard. 

  God’s promises are sure:  your sins are forgiven. 

  As Jesus said: “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 

  Go in the peace that forgiveness brings to share the news of forgiveness with the world. 

 

 Recognition of High School Seniors   Rev. Trevor Ward 

Bert Bass – Academy for Classical Education 

Ben Jamison – Stratford Academy 

Nik O’Dette – Howard High School 

   

  

 



 Blessing of Graduates   Rev. Trevor Ward  

Before you were even formed, God knew you. While in your Mother's womb, God named you. 

At your birth, God's breath filled you with life. Today we celebrate what you have become at this 

moment in time.  
 

And so we pray,  

God of our beginnings, we thank you for the gifts of these graduates; their excitement, their 

awesome wonder and curiosity, their open speech and encouraging words. Their 

contributions have blessed and challenged us, and we have become a richer and more 

diverse community because of them. As they step forward into the world that awaits, 

comfort their fears with the full knowledge of your divine presence. Strengthen their resolve 

to walk in the footsteps of Jesus as modern-day disciples in a world that needs their spirit. 

Guide their feet as they move through life, protecting them from the pitfalls of darkness 

while they help to lead future generations into the warmth and promise of your light.  
 

We ask this blessing upon each of them, In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

AMEN! 

 

 Recognition of Graduating Acolytes   Martin and Julia Magda 
                      

Proclaiming 

 

 Children’s Sermon   Rev. Julia Norman 

 

    Children’s Church   Rev. Julia Norman 

 We invite the children who are registered for Children’s Church to exit at this time with the  

 volunteers. The children will return to the service in time for communion. 

 
    Prayer for Illumination        Nik O’Dette 

  Enlighten the eyes of our hearts, O God, and grant us a spirit of wisdom and revelation 

  through the reading of this, your word.  Amen. 

     

 Old Testament Reading  Proverbs 2:1-15                                            Nik O’Dette 

 

    Sermon          Chutes and Ladders Rev. Craig Hutto 

  Making decisions is a part of life. We don't always know if our decisions are good or not so good. 

  It's a little like playing the game, Chutes and Ladders, where one decision can have us moving up  

  a ladder or another decision can have us sliding down a chute. God's Word reminds us that God is 

  more than willing to give us His wisdom so that the decisions we make will be right and noble  

  and good.  
 

Responding 

      
    The Great Thanksgiving             Rev. Trevor Ward 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

  Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.   

 When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 

 You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, brought us to 

  a land flowing with milk and honey and set before us the way of life. 



 

 

 And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name 

  and join their unending hymn: 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

  glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

  Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time  

  to redeem the world. 

 By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, 

  delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by 

  water and the Spirit. 

 By your great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection 

  of your Son from the dead and to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,  

  and unfading.   

 Once we were no people, but now we are your people, declaring your wonderful deeds 

  in Christ, who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

 When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power of your 

  Word and Holy Spirit.  

 On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke  

  the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is  

  given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples,  

  and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

  poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as 

  you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 

  praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s  

  offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world 

  the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 

 By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all  

  the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly 

  banquet. 

 Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and 

  glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

 

 And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray. 

        

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

    Giving the Bread and Cup  

 

    Prayer After Receiving   Rev. Trevor Ward 

   Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us.   

  Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others,  

  in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

     

 



Sending Forth 
 

 

 Invitation to Christian Discipleship  Rev. Trevor Ward 
 

 Hymn of Purpose                               Rejoice the Lord is King  DARWALL’S 148TH  

      

 Benediction    Rev. Trevor Ward 

     
* As you are able, please rise in body or spirit. 

   Those parts of the service in which the congregation participates in spoken word are noted in bold type. 

 

Rev. H. Craig Hutto has served as a pastor in the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church 

since 1987. He was recently appointed to serve as District Superintendent of the North Central District in the 

South Georgia Conference in June, 2020. He has served churches in Warner Robins, Waynesboro, Douglas, 

Claxton, Adel, Valdosta, Omega, and Sumner, Georgia. Rev. Hutto has also served as the South Georgia 

Conference Secretary (2010-2015) and the Conference Board Registrar (2004-2008). Rev. Hutto grew up in 

Lithonia, Georgia where he graduated from Lithonia High School in 1978. He received a Bachelor of Arts 

degree from Emory University in 1982. He studied music at Southern Theological Seminary in Louisville, 

Kentucky where he received a Master of Church Music degree in 1985. He returned to seminary and received a 

Master of Divinity degree from Candler School of Theology of Emory University in 1991. He was ordained a 

Deacon (1990) and an Elder (1993) in The United Methodist Church. He is married to Mary Louise 

(Kerstetter); they have two grown children and three grandchildren. 
 

Worship Leadership: 

Rev. Craig Hutto, Guest Preacher 

Dr. Nita Crump, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Trevor Ward, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Julia Norman, Family and Children’s Minister 

Ben Jamison, Nik O’Dette, Bert Bass, Liturgists 

Katie Trotter, Choir Coordinator & Soloist 

Caleb Esmond, Keyboard 

Tucker Poupard and NewRoom Worship Team 
 

Altar Flowers 

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Gloria Wynn by her son Mr. Buddy 

Wynn and his family. 
 

Liturgy 

Adapted from Feasting on the Word, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning, United Methodist 

Book of Worship. 
 

Music 

Music is copied and streamed with permission: ONE LICENSE, License #A-712041. All rights reserved. 
 

Giving, Contact Information, and Prayer Requests 

You can give in one of the following ways: online, auto-draft, or online bill-pay. 

We are thankful for your continued support of the calling and mission of our church as we strive to shine the 

light of Christ across our community and to help those in need.  

To give online go to mulberrymethodist.org/give. 

You may contact the church:  478-745-8601  P. O. Box 149, Macon, GA 31202 

 
Announcements 

  

The Committee Study 

 Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Sundays at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom (sign up with church office, 745-8601) Led by Julia Magda. 

 May 23 – Episode 06: Discipleship System 
 

Vacation Bible School 

 Join us the week of July 19-23rd from 9:00 a.m. - Noon for VBS!  

Kids from rising PreK - 5th grade are invited to participate! We also need great volunteers, so check the 

church website to help us that week or get your kids signed up!  www.mulberrymethodist.org/VBS 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fU0llLSTBUJJqua27xWmiTy-1qhPBWqWYo_dNvpCfM9dYqtFzWEcizvN10n-FDSQpamo7_5iJP8vOi5h5D3g1ZsJ792FL9VCungTuLjnRE-tiQcLcvByL43fS2vPbFOfauhgQmFpqUQYNq0rElmu1mplqJ3KJe1p&c=lDOKrlikf1xncnboeL0w0SzKPMMyLkvxf5plAzeZ5zzl5aEGl-anXA==&ch=0oFHE3lxWqsGoZqsN8whqOhpNs69ZyeKnJe0cjUj2euYrsoXWsJfcQ==
http://www.mulberrymethodist.org/VBS

