
 
 

 
 

Mulberry Street United Methodist Church 
     Macon, Georgia 

     April 4, 2021 

     Easter Sunday 

     In-Person Worship 

     8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  

 

Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown Macon. 

 

     Gathering 
 

    Voluntary             Master Tallis’ Testament Howells 
 

   Welcome     Dr. Nita Crump 
 

    Greeting in the Name of Christ   

                 Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

                                  The grace of the risen Christ be with you!  And also with you! 
 

 Hymn of Praise                            Christ the Lord Has Risen Today                       EASTER HYMN 

       

    Call to Worship   Katie Griffis 

  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

  Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

  This is the day that the Lord has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

  Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

  Come let us worship the risen Lord! 
 

   Call to Confession   Rev. Trevor Ward 

  Jesus’ rising from the dead assures us that we, too, have been given new life. 

  Let us repent of our sin before God and one another, certain of God’s mercy.  
 

  Prayer of Confession    

  All-knowing, all-powerful God,  

  we confess that, even on this most holy day, 

  we are unable to believe in the victory over death 

  shown to us in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  We confess our utter dependence on you not only for life 

  but also for faith, hope, and love. 

  We confess that we have seen the sun rise and withheld our praise. 

  We confess that we have seen our neighbors suffer and have withheld our aid. 

  We confess that we have seen love extended and chosen to walk away. 

  We confess that we have seen divisions deepen and turned away. 

  Forgive us and transform us,  

  that in every way our work and prayer will 

  make whole what is broken and work to bring peace on earth.  Amen. 
 

  Words of Forgiveness    

  By the grace of God, the good news of Jesus Christ holds the promise of our salvation and 

  the good news of Jesus’ resurrection holds the promise of our own resurrection.   

  In the name of Jesus the Christ, you are forgiven. 

  In the name of Jesus the Christ, you are forgiven. 

  We rejoice in the name of Jesus, believing that we are forgiven and made whole and that 

  one day we will rise as Jesus did.  Alleluia!   



                            Proclaiming 
 

 Children’s Sermon (11:00)   Rev. Julia Norman 
 

    Children’s Church (8:30 and 11:00)   

 We invite the children who are registered for Children’s Church to exit at this time with Rev. 

 Julia Norman and volunteers.  After their lesson together the children will be escorted to the 

 Nursery.  Pickup will be done through the Nursery entrance by the playground after the service. 
 

    Prayer for Illumination       Alleluia ALLELUIA 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia… 

  He’s my Savior, He’s my Savior, He’s my Savior, He’s my Savior… 

  I will praise Him, I will praise Him, I will praise Him, I will praise Him…. 

 

  There are a million ways you speak to us, God of the garden and the empty tomb. 

  You speak to us through worship, through nature that proclaims your goodness, and 

   through relationships where your love is shared between believers.   

  We are grateful for the many ways you speak to us. 

  Today we ask that you speak to us through your Word. 

  We long to hear your Word like never before.   

  We long to find ourselves in the story, to know that we are a part of your plans for today and  

   for tomorrow.   

  Speak to us today, holy God.   

  With hearts full of gratitude, we pray.  Amen. 
 

 Psalm   Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24                        arr. Hallock 
 

 Epistle Reading  Acts 10:34-43                         
  

* Gospel   Mark 16:1-8                            

                     This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

 Sermon   Again and Again, The Sun Rises 

  The women rise with the sun and buy spices to anoint Jesus’ body. They find the tomb empty 

  and leave in fear. Easter comes to us again and again, even when we don’t know what to make  

  of God’s resurrection ways. Again and again, the sun rises. And that is enough to remind us  

  that Christ is risen. 
     

     Responding 

      

    Prayer of Offering  

  With compassion for our needs, the Risen Lord stands beside us, speaking to us, calling our  

  names. May we hear his call and, with that same compassion, bring our tithes and offerings to  

  give to the world through the service of the church so that suffering and injustice ends and the  

  good news of the resurrection life is proclaimed far and wide.  Lord, hear our prayer.  Amen. 
     

Musical Offering        Joy Dawned Again on Easter                                                     Hobbs  
 

* Affirmation of Faith 

  We know the fear of the upper room.  We know the grief of the tomb. 

  We know the feeling of hard days and long nights.  We know the darkness just before dawn. 

  And still, still, we believe.   

  We believe that again and again the sun will rise. 

  We believe that again and again God will draw near. 

  We believe that again and again the tomb will be empty. 

  We believe that again and again love will win and God will lead his church to proclaim that 

   love to all the world. 

  We believe.  Amen.   



 

 
    Call to Prayer              Rejoice the Lord is King                         DARWALL’S 148TH 

 Rejoice, the Lord is King!  Your Lord and King adore; 

 mortals, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore. 

 Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 

 

 Prayers of Intercession 

  Let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need, saying, 

  God, in your resurrection mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

  With joy, we pray for Christian assemblies united this morning at the empty tomb. 

  Help us see you, O God, in those we do not expect to encounter at the tomb and remove 

   all fear from our hearts. 

  God, in your resurrection mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

  With hope and love, we pray for the nations of the world, especially those places overwhelmed 

   by war and conflict. 

  By the light of the resurrection, destroy the darkness that keeps people in despair and bless the 

   peacemakers who work to bring justice to their countries, cities, communities, and  

   households. 

  God, in your resurrection mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

  With great joy, we remember those who saw our risen Lord and witnessed to his resurrection 

   so that we might have faith. 

  May their words and deeds inspire us to sing our “Alleluia” again and again so that the story 

   of the resurrection of Christ is told for future generations to hear. 

  God, in your resurrection mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

  Passing from darkness to light, from dawn to glorious sunrise, from fear to freedom,  

   from death to life,  

 We give you thanks for our journey and commend to you all who do not yet know the 

  name of Christ.  Give us the courage to speak his name for all to hear.  Amen. 

      

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Sending Forth 
 

 

 Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

 

 Hymn of Purpose                       Easter People, Raise Your Voices REGENT SQUARE 

       

   Benediction and Sending Forth 

  And now may the truth of the empty tomb, and the astonishing reality of Jesus’ resurrection, 

  keep you fearless and sure that you will see the Risen Lord again and again in this life and 

  in the life after.  Go in peace to share the news that “Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!” 

 

   Closing Voluntary                 Fugue on the Carillon of the Soissons Cathedral Durufle  

  
 
* As you are able, please rise in body or spirit. 

   Those parts of the service in which the congregation participates in spoken word are noted in bold type. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Leadership: 

Dr. Nita Crump, Senior Pastor 
Katie Griffis, Liturgist 

 Katie Trotter, Choir Coordinator 

Sam McDaniel, Organist 
Caleb Esmond, Pianist 

Ensemble (8:30 a.m. Service) 
Camilla Packroff     Katie Trotter    Amelia Rivers    Beth Tripp    

Luke Baker    Chris Abbott    Chuck Huber 

Ensemble (11:00 a.m. Service) 
Camilla Packroff    Debbie Heller    Amelia Rivers    Susan Dann 

Luke Baker    Chris Abbott    Chuck Huber 

 

Flowers 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 

Dr. and Mrs. J. Milton Heard, Jr. and Mrs. Mary Ann Heard by Mr. Milton Heard, III and family. 

 

The floral arrangements in the Narthex are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 

Roy Lee Kennedy, Jr., and Rayford L. Dominy by Carolyn Kennedy Dominy and family. 

 

Liturgy 

From adapted from Feasting on the Word, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning, United 

Methodist Book of Worship, and Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are/A Sanctified Art LLC/sanctifiedart.org 
 

Music 

Music is copied and streamed with permission: ONE LICENSE, License #A-712041. All rights reserved. 

 

Giving, Contact Information, and Prayer Requests 

You can give in one of the following ways: online, auto-draft, or online bill-pay. 

We are thankful for your continued support of the calling and mission of our church as we strive to shine the 

light of Christ across our community and to help those in need. 

To give online go to mulberrymethodist.org/give. 

You may contact the church:  478-745-8601  P. O. Box 149, Macon, GA 31202 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Volunteers Needed 

As Sunday School for all ages begins back on April 11th, we will need additional volunteers willing to teach 

and lead in Children's Ministry. We have opportunities for leading Children's Church that requires one Sunday 

a month and weekly Sunday School teaching positions as well as substitutes. Parents, grandparents and really 

any adult who likes to spend time with elementary aged children are all welcome to participate in helping mold 

the faith of our youngest disciples!  Contact Julia Norman to let her know you are 

interested!  (jnorman@mulberrymethodist.org or 919-323-6626)  

  

Small Group Study 

The Committee 

Beginning Sunday, April 11, 2021 

10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall or 5:00 p.m. via ZOOM 

Are you a fan of the wit in “The Office” and “Parks & Recreation”? Do you love Mulberry and care about its 

future? If so, you can satisfy both of those loves with our upcoming small group study, “The Committee!” This 

is a humorous but poignant video/discussion-based group study that examines the struggles that congregations 

face as they look over their past and dream about their future. In a light-hearted way that hits close to home 

sometimes, the cast tackles hospitality, purpose, evangelism, attracting young people and families with 

children, discipleship, small groups, innovation, stewardship, and much more. These will be some of the most 
entertaining and enlightening “committee meetings” you’ll ever “attend!” Come join the conversation; 

everyone is welcome, and you certainly don’t have to be on a Mulberry committee to participate! The group 

discussion will be led by Julia Magda. There are two opportunities weekly to watch; text or call Julia at (478) 

719-9562 to sign up or call the church office (478) 745-8601 to let us know which time you choose. Perfect 

attendance not required, so hop in and out of class this spring and summer as you are able. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fU0llLSTBUJJqua27xWmiTy-1qhPBWqWYo_dNvpCfM9dYqtFzWEcizvN10n-FDSQpamo7_5iJP8vOi5h5D3g1ZsJ792FL9VCungTuLjnRE-tiQcLcvByL43fS2vPbFOfauhgQmFpqUQYNq0rElmu1mplqJ3KJe1p&c=lDOKrlikf1xncnboeL0w0SzKPMMyLkvxf5plAzeZ5zzl5aEGl-anXA==&ch=0oFHE3lxWqsGoZqsN8whqOhpNs69ZyeKnJe0cjUj2euYrsoXWsJfcQ==
mailto:jnorman@mulberrymethodist.org

